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To the thrice Noble and Ver-, 


ru01s maintainer and furtherer of all lawful and 
worthy pleaſures, Sir THEODORE NEWTON, 


Knight, 


from your preſence, (in nhich 7 once built the beſt and hap- 
pieſt eng Life, beginning to love it, becauſe I found 

 *20u did imploy itz) yet can 7 never le ſeparated from your re- 
| membrance, becauſe it is allthe joy which & likely to live and 
dye with me; witneſs my font, that ſhews me no worldly lefſon 
ſo much, as the beneficial favours 4 have reapt from your ver- 
tne; which to acknowledge with a more earneſt and ſerions 
fervency, 1 have ſent this poor Book to kiſs your band, and ſpeak 
to you in plain and ſhort Rules thoſe ſpeeches which you bave been 

willing to hear from my month ; not doubting bat they will give you 

ſatisfattion, and make me live both with yo, and the inheritors of 
your vertues, to the laſt age. They are true and eaſit, drawn from 

theſe laſt times, net borrowed to beſtow mith a flattering inſinua= 

tion,'bat faithfully drawn frem Art, and from thoſe Experiments 

which I once thought ſhould bave ſlept in the grave with me : but 
having lived ſo long from your eyes (which, I proteſt, my ſou! truly 
loves) I ſtudied to think what grateful Ambaſſadour I might ſend 
to ſpexk 1 love you : I love yon, and finding none which [ thought 
you wand better hear than this, 1 farniſht him with the beſt in- 
fferuftions 1 conlds and ſent him only-attired in his own vertue, to 
tell you what 1 do, and what 1 mill do, is ever to live and dye at. 
yoar ſervices 


4 Getrvaſe Markham, 


& R, Howſoever baxiſhed by the neceſity of mine Affairs 


To the beſt diſpoſetl Reaatrs, 


MY and ſundry may be the conſtructions and cenſures of 
this Book (Courteous and well diſpoſed Reader) becauſe 
I have in former time written fo largely of ſome part of the ſub- 
Je contained: herein ; but I would have no man miſtaken in his 
own prejudicate opinion, but truly underſtand, that this is nei- 
ther Epitome, Relation, ExtraCtion,nor Repetition either of mine 
own, or any other Author whatſoever ; but a plain form of doing 
things by a nearer and more eafie and ſafer way then ever hath 
hitherto been diſcovered, drawn from the lateſt experiments un 
true art, and finding a nearer way to our ends by many degrees : 
tor what before could not be done in divers years, here you ſhall 
ſee how to effeCt in feiv moneths; and what -we be(towed-moneths 
upon to ſeek, now we may find in. few weeks. The Reaſons 


which induc'd me to this labour were theſe , Firſt to give ſatis- - 


faction to the friends and favourers' of my former Works, that 
when they hear men diſcourſe of theſe paſſages to oar delights, 
they may yet know, that the ficſt was neither 111 nor vain, but 
what nov is derived from it; and thatalbeitwe may be leſs cu- 
r101s, yet the curiofity is not altogether unprofitable, but both 
joyned together may make an abſolute underftanding.. Then to 


give eaſe and alight burthen to the heavy and duller Memory, 


whom the tediouſneſs of a great work may diſcourage : And 
laftly, becauſe my former labour is utterly out of Print, whereby 
the Kingdome is deprived of the benefit I intended, I thought 
good to have ſomething living of leſs price, and as great (per- 
haps greater, profit, which ſhould ſatisfie all vertuous minds in 
any thing required, within the compaſs of thoſe former ſheived 
Recreations :. not doudting but howſoever men may firſt give a 
light ſurvey to theſe papers ; yet if they once take pains to read 


them, they vill after affirm them worthy of choice boſomes. - And - 


with this ſet!2d reſolution I leave them to thy view, and thee to 
thine owa reſt, 


Ever one» Geruaſe. Markbim. 
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Country CONTENTMENTS. 


OR, 


The Hysbandmans Recreation, 


CONTAINING 


The wholeſome Exerciſes, in which any man ought 
to Recreate himſelf, after the toyl of more 
: Serious Buſineſs. 


The Firſt Book. 


CHAP. 1. 


Of Hunting, and of all the particular Knowledges 
belonging ihereunto. | 


| Aving already in my former Work of the Engii/h 
H4y;bandman, ſet forth in ſufficient largeneſs, the 
toyl and induttrions labours of the.carefat FHusband- 
man, and how both his Mind and Body avght in eve- 
ry ſerſon to be imploy'd fog theeff-Aing and bringing torth- of 
thoſe wholſome profits, which God. ha:b appointed for the 112in- 
tenagce of him and'his-Famuly : And in the Book laſt going -be- 


fore . 


LY 


Country Contentments. Book rx, 


The neceſlity 
and uſe of 
Recreation. 


fore called, Cheap and Good, ſhe'd the Cure and maintenance 
of his Cattle and Creatures bred by him and his labours, through 
Gods great Bleſlings ; I think jt not amiſs here to ſpeak of thoſe 
lawful and praiſe-worthy exerciſes or recreations, in Which (with 
Gods fear,and care of not offending his neigtt#eur) he may fober- 
ly ſpend thoſe hours which he ſhall beſtoiv in the cheerful revi- 
ving and ſtirring up of his ſpirits, being formerly wearied or fore- 


done with the heavy toyl of more unpieaſant (though more pro- 


fitable ) Stulies : both becauſe it is intended that a man ſo 
good and vertuous as the true Huslandman is, ſhould not be de- 
prived of any comfort or felicity, which the Earth or the Crea- 
tures of the Earth can afford to him,being indeed the Right Lord 
and Maſter (next under God) of them both , as alfo for the ne- 
ceſſity thereof, being the ſtrengchner and enabler of the Mind, to 
undergo the weightieft affairs that can any Way poiſe or bear don 
imagination, | 

Hence it comes, that the Heathen Sages orWiſe men of the 
firſt World, founded with their Zaws, their Feaſts; with their 
Laboars, their O/ympicks ; with their 7#arfare, their 7 7iumphs ; 


nay at this day we ſee the ſevereſt Pedants will give their Schol- 


lars their play-day,and the moſt covetous Maſters will bind their 
hirelings but to certain hours , every toyl exacting (as out of du- 


ty)ſome time for Recreation : neither was there any Szoick found 


ſo cruel, either to himſelf or nature, but at ſometime or otherhe 
would unbend his mind,and give it liberty to ſtray into ſome more 
pleaſant walks,then the myry ways of his oivn wilful reſolutions. 


AsT have obſerved in the courſe of many men of exceeding ſtrict _ 


lives, to whom albeit ſeverity of profeſſion, infirmity of body and 
age, or ſuch like, have taken away all a&tual recreation, yet have 
their minds begot unto themſelves ſome habits or cuſtoms of de- 
light, which have in as large meaſure given them contentment, 
whether they werg their owa,or borrowed ,as if they had been the 

ſole Acors ofthe ſame, | : 
But why wade I thus far'in this untroubled Stream ? Ler it ſuf- 
fice then, that as Recreation is moſt neceſſary, ſo to none it is 
more due then to the Hasbandman, and herein you may not ex- 
pect, that I will go abont toele& and preſcribe what recreation 
he ſhall uſe; binding all men to one pleaſure, God forbid : my 
purpoſe 
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purpoſe is meerly contrary ; for I know in mens recreations,that 
Nature taketh to her felt an eſpecial Prerogative, and what to 
one 1s moſt pleaſant, tv another is molt offerfive ; ſome ſeeking 
to fatisfie the Mind, ſome the Body, and ſome both, in a joyat 
motion. | 

I will therefore, as far as my skill and knoyledg will extend, 
figure forth to the life every ſeveral recreation, leaving no limb 
or member imperfeCt,and then leave urto the choice of the Hu/- 
bandman, that which thall beſt agree with his ſpirit : not doubt- 

Ing but as they are in themſelves lawful and modeſt ; ſo he wall 
uſe them according to the worthineſs of his own, and their ver- 
tues, Noiy for as much as theſe ſports are many and divers, I The praiſe of 
think it not amiſs to begin and give that recreation precedency Hunting. 
of place, which in mine opinion (however it may be eſteemed 

artial ) doth many degrees go before, and precede all other, as 

eng molt royal for the ſtatelineſs thereof, moſt artificial for the 
wiſdome and cunning thereof, and moſt Manly and Warlike for 
the uſe and indurance thereof, And this I hold to be the Hunt- 
ing of wild Beaſts in general : of which as Chaſes are many, ſo I 
will ſpeak of them particularly in their proper places. 

Bat before I proceed any further, I will tell you what Hanting What Hurt- 
1s, and from the true definition thereof, make your way more ing is. 
eaſie and plain into the hidden Art of the ſame, 

Hunting is then a curious ſearch or conqueſt of one Beafi over 
another, purſued by a natural inſtin& of enmity, and accompliſh- 
ed by the diverfities and diftin&tion of ſmells only, wherein Na- 
tare equally dividing her cunning, giveth both to the offender 
and offended, ftrange knovledg both of offence and ſafety. In 

this recreation is to be ſeen the wonderful power of God in his 
Creatures, and how far rage and policy can prevail againſt inno- 
cency and wiſdome. 

But to proceed to my main purpoſe, you ſhall underſtand, The diverſity 
that as the Chaſes are many which ive daily hunt, as that of the of Chaſes, 
Stag » the Buck, the Ree, the Hare, the Fox, the Badger, the 

. Otter, the B:ar, the Goar, and ſach like ; ſo the purſuers or 
conquerers of theſe Chaſes (ſpeaking of Hanting only) are but 
one kind of Creatures , namely, Hoznds. Now of theſe hounds The diverfity 
there ate divers Kinds, as the {loiy hound, which is a large,great of Hounas, 
033 
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dog, tall and heavy, and are bred for the moſt part in the Weſt 
* Counties of this Land, as alſo in Cheſhire and Lancaſhire, and 
moſt woodland. and mountainous Countries ; then the middle 
ſiz'd dog, which is more fit for the Chaſe, being of a more nimble 
compoſure, and are bred in Worceſterſhire, Bedfordfoire, and 

' Many other well mixt ſoyls, where the Champain and Covert . 
are of equal largeneſs ; then the light , nimble, ſwift, ſlender 
Dog, which is bred in the North parts of this Land, as York ſhire, 

Cumberland,' Northumberland, and many other plain Champions . 
Countries :: And laſtly, thelittle Beag/e, which may. be carried 
in a mans glove, and are bred in many Countries for delight 
only,being of curious ſcents and paſſing cunnirg in their hunting; 
for the moſt part tyring, (but ſeldome killing) the prey, except 
at ſome ſtrange advantage. E | 


Theſe Hounds are of divers colours, and according to their 
colours, ſo we ele& them for the chaſe : As thus for example ; 
The white Hound, or the white with black ſpots, or the white 
with ſome few liver ſpots,are the moſt principal, both to compoſe 
your Kennel of, and will indeed hunt any chaſe exceeding well, 
eſpecially the Hare,Sta$,Buck,Roe,or Otter ; for they will well 
endure both woods and waters : yet if you demand which is the 
beſt and moſt beautiful of all colours,for the general Kennel,then 
I anſiver, The white with the black ears, and a black ſpot at the 
ſetting on of the tayl, and are ever found both of good ſcent, and 
200d condition. The black hound, the black tann'd, orghe that 
18 all liver he'd, or the milk white, which is the true Falbote, 
are beſt for the ſtring or line, for they do delight moſt in blood, 
and-have a natural inclination to hant dry foot ; and of theſe the 
largeſt is ever beſt, and moſt comely. The griflel'd, which are 
ever moſt commonly ſhag-han'd or any other colour, whether it 
be mixt orunmixt, ſo it be ſhag-hair'd, are the beſt verminers, 
and threfore are choſen to huat the Foz, Badger, or any other 
hot ſcents : they are exceeding good and cunning finders: and 
therefore have Huntſmen thought not amiſs to have one, or a 
ON z _ . couple 11 every Kennel. 2 
$c Pape and = Fox the ape of. your Hound, it muſt be according to the 
© © Cinate where heis bred, and according to the natural com- 
poſition 


LIMI 


Book; I. Countrey Contentments. 


f 


poſition of his body, as thus:1f you would choote a large, heavy, 
{low, true, Talbot like Hound, you muſt chooſe him which hath 
a round, big, thick head, with a ſhart noſe upriſing, and farge 
open noſtrils,which ſhewvs that he is ofa good and quick ſcent,his 
ears exceeding large, thin, and down hanging mach lower 
hen h's chaps, aud the flews of his upper lips almoſt two inches 
{99h then his neither chaps, which ſhews a merry deep moutn, 
a a. loud ringer, his back ſtrong and freight, yet rather rift. g, 
then inwardly yielding, which ſhewes much toughne!s and in- 
durance ; his fillets will be thick and great, which approves a 
quick gathering up of his legs without pain, his huckle bones 
round and hidden, which ſhews he will not tire, his Thighs 
round, and his Hams fireight, which ſhews fivittneſs ; his rail 
long, and ruth grown, that is big atthe ſetting on, and ſmall 
downward, which ſhewes a perfect firong chine, and a good 
wind : the hair under his belly hard and flifte, which ſheives 
willingneſs and ability to endure labour in all weathers, and in 
all places; his legs large and lean which ſhews nimbleneſs in 
leaping or climbing, his foot round, high knuckled ana well 
clawd, with a dry hard foal, which ſhzws he will never ſurbait , 
and the general compoſure of his body ſo juſt ana even, tnac 
no level may diſtingmſh whether his hinder or fore part be the 
higher : all which ſhew him of much ability, and that io his la- 
bour he will ſeldome find any annoyance. But :f-you will chooſe 
a ſift light Hoan1,, then muſt his head be more {lzyder, and his 
noſe more long, his ears & flews more ſhallow,his back broad, his 

elly gannt, his tail ſmall, his joynts long, his foot round, and 
his gereral compoſure much more flender,and GrayHound-li%e: 
and thus in the generality for the moſt part, are all your Yozt- 
fire Hounds,whoſe vertues I can praiſe no further then for ſcent 
aud ſifcneſs : for to ſpeake of their mouths they have only a 
little ſharp CweetneſslikeGig, bat no depth or ground like more 
folemn muſics. 

; Now to ſpeak of the compoſition of Kennels, though there The compoſi 
is a moſt*certain known better hood, yet it 1s to men like beau« tion of ker= 
ty each allowing beſt of that which agrees gith his own affeRti- ®*1. 
on, therefore when you intend to ſetup a Kennel of Hounds, 
examine your fancy what-bte the beſt pleaſures you take in 

| Bb Hounds 
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fiz'd dog for 
running. 


For {weetneſs 
of cry- 
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Hounds, whether it be cunning in hunting, ſveetneſs, loudneſs 
or deepneſs of cry,whether it be for the training ofy your Horſe, 
or elſe but meerly for the exerciſe of your own body,being other- 
wiſe ſubject to groſsneſs and infirmity : If it be for cunning 
hunting, you ſhall breed your dogs from the ſloweſt and largett 
of the Northern Hounds, and the ſwifteſt and flendreſt of the 
Weſt countrey Hounds, being both Male and Female, approved 
to be ſtaunch, fair, and even-running, of perfe& fine ſcent, and 
not given tolye off, or look for advantages. Theſe Honnds will 
neither be ſo exceeding ſlow,that you will waſte many dayes 
without ſome Fruit of your labour, or ſo unnimble, that you ſhall 


' need men to help them over every hedge, as I have many times 


ſeen, to my much wonder; but having both Rtrength and nimble- 
neſs, will hold you in continual delight and exerciſe ; for theſe 


middle fiz'd dogs are neither ſo ſwift that they will far- out-run 


the (cert, and ſo fetch many tedious rings to recover it ; nor ſo 
ſlow, that for want of ſpeed they will looſe the ſcent, and let it 
groiv cold by their own lazineſs, but being ever and anion upon 
ir, bring Chaſe to ſuch a narrow exigent, that the poor Beaſt 
ſhalt be forc'd to try all the Skill, nature or Alrength hath lent 
It, to preſerve life*: and the Honnds on the other (ide, all their 
pains, and the Huntſman cunning, to undoe intricate doubles, 
Skips, Squats and windings -with which they ſhall be perplexed 
and in this mediocrity of hunting, ſhall your eye (if the covert 
be not too extream thick) take a perfe& veiw of all the art and 
cunning in every paſlage, fo that I conclude the middle fized 
Hound, of good ſtrength, ſound mouth, and reaſonable ſpeed, 


which will make a Horſe gallop faſt, and not run, is the beſt for- 


the true Art and uſe of hunting, 

If you would have your Kennel for ſweetneſs of cry, then 
you muſt compound it of ſome large dogs, that have deep ſo- 
lemn Mouthes, andare ſwift in ſpending, which muſt as it were 


| bear the baſe inthe conſort; then a double number of roaring, 


and loud ringing Monthes, which muſt bear the counter tenor ; 

then ſome hollow plain ſiveet Mouthes, which muſt bear the 

mean or middle pagg : and ſo with theſe three parts of Muſick 

you ſhall make your cry perfe& $ and herein you ſhall obſerve 

that theſe Hounds thus mixt, dorun juſt and even _—_— 
| | an 
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and not hang off looſe from one another, which 1s the vilelt Gght 
that may be ; and you ſhall underſtand, that this compoſition is 
beſt to be made of the ſvifteſt and largeſt deep mouthed dog,the 
floveſt middle fiz'd dog, and the ſhorteft leg2'd lender dog, 
amongſt theſe you may caſt in a couple or two {mall ſingle bea- 
ples. which as ſmall trebles may warble among( them : the cry 
will be a great deal the more ſveet. 

If you would have your Kennel for lo1daeſs of Mouth, For loudneſs 
you ſhall not then chooſe the hollow deep Mouth, but the loud of cry. 
clanging Mouth, which ſpendeth freely and ſharply, and as it 
were redoubleth in utterance : and if you mix with them the 
Mouth that roareth, and the mouth that whineth, the cry will be 
both the louder and the ſmarter ; and theſe Hounds are for the 
moſt part of the middle ſize, neither extream tall, nor extream 
deepflewed, ſuchfas for thz malt part your Shrp-ſhire,and pure 
Worceſter-ſhire dogs are, and the more equally you compound 
theie mouths, having as many Roarers as Spenders, and as many 
whiners, as of either of the other, the lowder aud pleaſanter your 
cry will be,eſpecially if it be in ſoanding tall woods,or under the 
eccho of Rocks. 

If you would have your Kennel fot depth of moutn, then you pr deepneſs 
ſhall compound it of the largeſt dogs which have the greateſt of cry. 
mouths and deepeſt flews, ſuch as your my Countrey,Che-ſhire 
and Lanca-ſhire dogs are,and to five or fix baſe couple of mouths 
ſhall not add above two couple of Counter tenors,as many means 
and not above one couple of Roarers, which being heard' but 
noiv and then, as at the opening or hitting of aſcent, will give 
much ſweetneſs to the ſolemneſs, and graveneſs of the cry, and 
the muſick thereof vill be mach more delightfull to the cars of 
every beholder. | _— : 

If you would have your Kennel for training of your Horſe... 
only, labouring thereby to bring him to' the full perfeRion of y;tc.. 0 

ſpeed, truth and roughneſs , then you ſhall compound your ; 
Kennel of the lighteſt, nimbleſt,and ſivifteſt dogs, ſuch as for the 
moſt part all your Northern Hoands are, which running ſivittly 
away with the chaſe, will draw your Horſe up to that extraor- 
_ dinary ſpeed, that he will forget all eaſe or loitering, and ac- 
quaint himſelf dayly with the violence of ſach excerciſe, being ſo 
Bb 2 familiar 
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familiar th2rewith ; that in the end it will be leſs traubleſome to 
him thea a ſlow gallop : and fence it was aad 1s, that the 
North parts, are ſo famous for the truth and fiviftneſs of their 
Horſes, above all other Countries in this Kingdome ; for it is 
moſt certain that their Horſes are not better bred there, then in 
other places, bat their exerciſe is much Rronger, and violent 
th:ough the natural ſiviftneſs of theirHounds,inſomuch,that unleſs 
a Horſe either ont of nature or education, be brought toa more 
tgen ordinary ſpeed, it is impoſſible that his maſter ſhould enher 
ſee ſport, or keep company wath his companions. 

Therefore I wonld have all young Gentlemen, which are ad- 
dicted to the delight of hunting or running Horſes, by all means 
to train them up after the ſwifreſt Hounds : for it is the greateſt 
deceit and coaſenage a man can beſtoiy upon himſelf, to do the 
contrary , as I have ſeen many times in my own experience, 
when a Geatleman who hath ſappoſed his Hounds tobe ſivift, 
which indeed were but of a middle ſpeed,and hath ſeen hisHorſe 


follow them all dayly, Iuſtily and firongly, in every Chaſe 'a-- 


ble to command the formoſt Hound at his pleaſure, he 
hath immediately in his own judgment concluded. his Horſe 
ſvift and matchable with the beſt, and from that opinion in= 
gaged him againſt a known ſwift Horſe , for great ſummes 
of money : then when the day of tryal, hath been come, the 
Horſe which had been trained after {low dogs, coming to fol- 
low thoſe that were indeed ſwift, hath been drawn ſo far beyond 
the uſial manner of former exerciſe, that he hath given over the 
Chaſe defore the day hath been halt ſpent. 

This caveat I give for all mens inftru&tions, becauſe I have 
ſee the loſs which hath grown thereby, And now to return 
to my purpoſe + your Kennel thus compoſed of the ſwifteſt 
Hounds, you ſhall asnigh as you can, ſort their mouths into 
three equal parts of muſick, that is to ſay, Baſe, Counter-tenor, 
and mean ; the Baſe are thoſe months which are molt deep and 
ſolemn, and are fpent out plain and freely, without redonbling : 
the Counter-tenoar arethoſe which are moſt loud and ringing, 
whoſe ſharp ſounds paſs fo ſwift, that they ſeem to dole and 
make diviſion ; and the mean are thoſe which are ſoft ſiveet 
mouthes, that though plain, and a little hollow, yet are ſpent 
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ſmooth and freely ; yet ſo diftin&ly, that a man may count the 
notes as they opeit. Of theſe three ſorts of mouths it your Ken- 
nel be (as near as you can) equally compounded, you ſhall find 1t 
moſt perfect and delectable: tor though they have not the thunder 
and loudneſs of the great dogs, which may be compared to the 
high wind-inſtruments, yet they will have the tanable ſiveetneis 
of thz beſt compounded conſorts ; and ſure a tnan may find as 
much Art and delight in a Lute, as in an Organ. But here me 
thinks, a too tender lover of a Horſe ſtands at my elboiv, and 
pulls me by the ear with this Obje&tion, that to train Horſes 
after dogs of this exceeding ſwiftneſs, will be a labour of that 
violence, which a young Horie will hardly endure : For firlt it 
will draw him ſo ſuddenly from his wind, that it will breed ſtop- 
Ping in his body, and choaking up the paſlage of his breath, ha- 
zard the breaking of his L1ngs, or the rimme of his belly,as hath 
been many times ſeen in Horſes of great mettal : Next,the horſe 
being young and nnacquainted with exerciſe, it will breed in 
him a wearineſs and loathing of his labour, and nothing 1s well 
done that it is not done with delight ; Laſtly,the Horſe being foul 
of body, and unparged, it may melt his greaſe too ſoon, (train 
his finews and tender griſtles too tnuch, and breed many diſeaſes 
foul and incurable,of which only too violent labour is the ground- 
work, 

Tothis o5jeRion I thus anſwer, that albeit the labour be for 
the time moſt violent, yet it is not of ſo long continuance as 
that which is more flow , and to run twelve ſcore ſwiftly, is not 
ſo painful, as to walk tiyenty miles, for you muſt underſtand that 
theſe ſvift Hounds out of their metal and ſwiftneſs do ſoon 
overihoot agg] runne beyond the ſcent,and then retiring back up- 
on it agam, g1ve the Horſe time to eaſe himſelf, and catch new 


. breath ; whereas the flower dogs carrying the ſcent ever before 


them, keep your Horſe to a continual labour, which is more 
painful, and makes him a tough enduring Lackey, but nota 
moſt ſwift running Gentlewan : beſides, the many faults and ca- 
ſtings about of the ſivift dogs,add ſuch a comfort untothe Horſe, 
who perceiveth the ftrength of his laboar to have no eaſe till 
he come up to thoſe faults, that hz will out of the willingneſs 
of his ovn nature, doable his courage to purſue the moſt 
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ſwifc,ſeeing his eaſe is ever the greate,by how much 'he keepeth 
ever nearer to the Hounds. For the danger of burſting, melting 
his greaſe, and otherinfirmities, the diſcretion of the Rider,ard 
Skill of the Keeper muſt prevent, of whoſe Offices I have writ- 
ren largely in former Chapters 1a the Book called Cheap and 
Good : for be afſured, thoſe dangers may happen as well after thg 
{loweſt dogs, as the _ x 2. Op 
. But to my purpoſe, ſince Hounds are the ſubje& of my dif- 
_— ; courſe ; You that! underſtand that theſe ſwift Hounds <= aS1s 
haſte, before ſaid,out of their haſte,nimbleneſs and mettal, more ſubject 
to make defaults then other Hounds, yet full as curious and- 
good of ſcent as any other, as you ſhall perceive by the quick 
knowledge and apprehenſion of their own errors, caſting about 
of themſelves, and recovering.the ſcent, and ſo going away with 
the ſame, before any Huntſman can come in to help them : yet I 
would with every Gentleman-like husband-man, in the compo- 
ſition of this Kennel, to have ſome Raunch old dogs amongſt 
them, whichrurning more ſoberly, yet cloſe with them, may fit 
upon the ſcent, when they overſhoot it;and ſo call them back,and 
give them their loſs without more trouble. Alſo I would have 
both in this Kennel, and evety other, aconple at leaſt of good 
finders, being dogs ftaunch of mouth, and not able to open, ex- | 
cept they lie upon a certain trayle , for theſe will be great furtne- 
rers of your ſport, and make your younger dogs a great deal more 
mute and painful. | 
You ſhall alſo in this, and all other Kennels, have at leat a 
couple of good high-way dogs,that is to ſay, Hounds of ſuch cun- 
ning and perfe& ſcent,that they will hunt as well upon a dry,hard, 
high-way (where you cannot pick forth paſſage oſpyour Chaſe) 
as upon the freſheſt mould, or will hunt as truly throngh Flocks 
of Sheep or heards ot Beaſts,as uporrthe grounds where few or no 
Beaſts come, theſe are called Hounds for the high-way or guides 
of the Kennel, and are exceeding neceſſary, and fit for all mens. 
pleaſure : for they take from the huntſman, both ſence of pain, 


Of che high- 
way Hounds. 


and anger, | 
The kennel . Laſtly, 3f yon would compoſe a Kennel only for the exer- 
' for exerciſe of ciſe of your own body, or maintenance of health , you ſhall 
body. firſt draiy into conſideration your own ability , as whether 
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you will make your exerciſe on foot, or horſe back. If your de- 
light and ability draw you to hunt on foot, then I would wiſh 
you to compoſe your Kennel of the biggeſt and ſloweſt dogs 
you can get, reſpeting only cunning hunting, and depth of 
Mouthzand this Kennel that you make ſo ſtaunch and obedient to 
your command, that when they are upon the hotteſt ſcent, or in 
the earneſtneſs of the chaſe, to ſtep beforethem, and caſt your 
hunting pole but before their eyes, they ſhall ſuddenly op, and 
hunt after you in full cry , with no more ſpeed then it ſhall 
pleaſe you to lead them , and then when you pleaſe, to let them 
g0 detore you again, to paſs away with the ſcent roundly, and 
without ſtay. 

This manner of hunting will carry with ita twofold delight, 
theone of enjoying the mufick of their voices, the other the 
cunning of the:r Noſes ; each firiving to go before, yet none 
ponn_y without leave to go before ; by thisrule you ſhall 

ring the hotteſt ſcent, and coldeſt ſcent to one manner of $vift- 
neſs, and ſo neither offend your body with too much nor too 
little exerciſe. But if you will take your exerciſe on Horſe- 
back, becauſe infirmity will not let you run a toot, then you ſhall 
compoſe your Kennel of the {loweſt, or middle fized Hounds, 
who ſhall have both good mouths,and loud, and noſes of the moſt 
ready ſcent, and peife@ hunting : and if you Sring theſe Hounds 
alſo to the former obedience of topping and hunting after you, 
it will be exceeding good and delightfal, both to your eyes, and 
ears, and ſo bring your Hounds to temperance and coolneſs in 
hanting,that taking the Frenſie and greedineſs of haſte from their 


- minds, they will make your ſportmuch longer, andleſs weary, 


then Elſe it would be. 

But ſome will anſiver me, that albeit they have infirmities, 
which detaine them from running afoot , or labouring like 
Lackies or Drudges, yet they can endure ordinary and orderly 
walking,ſuch as ſhall be fit for any moderate exerciſe;and there- 
fore would hant on foot: yer the great Hound they like not for 
tivo cauſes; firſt he is chargeable & troubleſome inkeeping & next 
his noiſomneſs and peſtering company in a * houſe that is but 
ſtreight, and of no more then of neceſlary uſe. To theſe T anſiver, 
that it is good for them to keep the little ſmall _—_ 
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which may be companion for a Ladies Kirtle, and in the field 


will hunt as cunningly as any hoand whatſoever only their mu-- 


ſick is very ſmall, like reeds and their pace like their body ; only 
for exercite, and not tor ſlanghter, 


Of the hounds Having thus compoſed your Kennel of hounds according to 


keunel, the humor of your own fancy and delight, it ſhall be meet then ' 


that you frame a Kennell or houſe to keep them in, wherein they 
may lie dry,and have their food and other neceflaries about them, 
without troubling your dwelling houſe,or giving offence by their 
greedineſs and ravening. 
The foarion - Thus Kennel for hounds+ would be placed a pretty diſtance 
'f the kennet, frm your dwelling houſe, near ſome river, pond, ſpring, or 0- 
© ther freſh waterzit would alſo ſtand againſt the fide of ſome bank 
or hill, which looking directly againſt the Eaſt, the mornivg 
Sun might riſe upon the ſame, and not -loſe the fight of it till 
at leaſt two or three hours after noon, which will be a great 
refreſhing and comfort unto the hounds, which love naturally 
to ſtretch them, and pick themſelves in the Sun-: againſt the fide 
of this hill, would be cut or digged, divers large and broad.ſeats 
one above another, containing at leaft five foot in breadth, and 
two foot and a half in heigth, which ſeats would be either 
boarded or watled with ſtakes and ſmall wands on the fides, 
to hold up the earth from falling, and alſo cloſe boarded aloft , 
whereon you ſhall lay freſh and ſweet firaw for your dogs 
to lye upon : the number of theſe ſeats would be according to 
the number of your hounds and the quality of the earth in large- 
neſs : over theſe ſeats would be made a cloſe and well tiled 
ſhed,open to no way but upon the Eaſt, and in ſuch manner that it 
may defend either all or moſt part of the ſeats fron rain,wind or 
any tempeſt : from the loweſt part of thele ſeats torw ard, you 
ſhall make a large green court, being either walled, paled; or 


otherwiſe very ſtrongly fenced about, in which your hounds may. 


play, ſport, ſcummer, and do other offices of nature fit for their 
health : alſo in this court, in the mo{t convenient corner of the 
ſam2,you ſhill build a little houſe or lodge, with a ſpacious and 
largechimney in the ſame,wvherein in the winter time you ſhall al- 
low fire, *before which your dogs returned (from hunting ) 
may ſtcetch, pick, dry and trim themſelves, which is an exceed- 
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ing comfort unto them, and will make them more flrong and 
able to endure their Labour, and alſo keep them wonderfully well 
both from the mangy and other filthy diſeaſes which proceed 
from colds taken after violent heating, In this Chimny, your 
Huntſman ſhall have a large Cauldron, and other necefſaries, as 
Ladles,Skummers,and ſuch like; for preparing and makir.g ready 
of all ſach warm meat as you ſhall allow to them, which if it be 
ſweet is called the Marge: :t otherwiſe,Carrion or Garbage:above 
this lower Room ſhall be your Huntſmans Lodgwg, wherein he 
ſhall alſo keep Cenptes Lo, re Pots 
with Salves and Oyntments, for Ne cure of ſuch infirmities as 
ſhall happen amongſt them, and all other neceſluies any way 
belonging to his office. In another part of the court, and veerett 
unto the houſe, you ſhall place Trooghs and Tuds, ome tor their 
meat, aud ſome for :weet Water ; all which muſt be kept very 
neat and clean , and Water mult by nao means at any time be 
wanting, yet oft renewed, aid the veſtels ſcowred for ſyeetaets 
fake, for the Huntſman ought to hold 1t for a Rule, char noching 
brit geth more healch than cleanlineſs, Into this Kennel yo.; 
ſhall by no means bring at any time Carrion, becauſe it w:ll 
make the place unſavory, and unfit for any Maa of worth to 
look into, and ſure it ought to bea place fit for every worthy 
Eye. . 

Now your Kenzel being thus orderly , and well prepared, it 


is meet that I ſhew what meat is meeteſt for Hounds;hovw it ſhall Of Hounds, 


be prepared,and how they ſhall be fed. Firſt then, intending that 
I only ſpeak of hunting Hoands,that 15 to ſay, Hounds which are 


4n continual uſe & a&tion,you ſhall underſtand that in thzir days 


of reſt, the trongelt and luſtieſt meat you can give them both for 
raifing them up whea they are loiv hunted , or for keeping them 
in ſtrength when they have luſt within them,is either horſe-fleſh 
newly {lain and warm at the feeding , the intrals and garbage of 
Beaſts (Lungs only excepted) or the heads, plucks,and bowels 
of Sheep, or generally any Carrion which.is not old, nor cold 
after the death. To feed them for perfe&neſs of hunting,and to 
keep their ſcents fine, pure and clean, or to purge the ſtench of 
the carrion out of their noſes, that thereby they may undergoe 
the work with more cunning, the beſt food is to give them 
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Mange, made either of ground Oats, Barley Meale, Branne, or 
Mill-duſt, well ſcalded and boyled together, or any of theſe two 
mixt together and ſcalded with beet broth, or any other broth 
in which fleth hath been ſodden , ſo as it benot too extream 
Salt, 
Now for the uſe and manner of feeding with theſe meats [as 
I ſaid before) horſe-fleſh, garbage, and other carrion is only to. 
breed ſtrength, and luſt in a honnd,and 1s to be given only when 
a hound reſteth , becauſe the firength ard ſmell of the ſame will 
ſo cloy and ſtop the hounds ngftrils, that be can hardly diftin= 
g2uith, or undertake any fin ſcent, and ſo breed much hin- 
drance to his hunting + Therefore you onght ever to feed your 
hounds at leaſt the day before you hunt, if not more,with ſyeet 
meat. 

Now for the manner of feeding with horſe-fleſh, or any other 
carrion, you ſhall be ſureto have ita good diſtance from your 
Kenne', and ſo as 1t may be no annoyance either to your own 


. Neighbours,or travellers in the high Way ; then firſt before your 


Hounds touch it ,- with your Knife take of the Skin, then vpen 
the body, take out the bowels and rip them ; then, if the body 
be more then either hounds can, or muſt eat, take off a Leg, 
or a Shoulder ; or ſuch partas you tkink firreſt to preſerve, 


ard lay it by ; then let your hounds feed on che reft, till their 


bodies be well filled : which done draw you: hounds home and 
vpon ſome ſtange for the purpoſe, carry with - you tnat which 
you ſaved , which as ſoon as you have ſhut up your hounds, you 
ſhall bear to the River, or freſh Water,and lay it in the ſame un- 
tl you have occaſion to uſe it , for it will keep it Fveeta week or 
more at ſeaſt, if need require. 

Now for feeding with Mange,'or ſiwveet meat, it would ever 
be done the day before you hunt, ard as it is to be prepared in 


the Kennel, ſo you ſhall let them eat it in tronghs, within the 
Kennel, for that will make them take delicht in the place ; and. 


this Matige muſt ever be given warm:ard made ſomewhat thick, 
and if you white it over with milk, or Butter milk, ard if you 
caſt into it chippings, cruſts of bread,bones, broken meat, or ſcra- 
ping of trenchers, it will be better, and they will eatit with 


more greedineſs, 
If 
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- If you have Hounds that are poor, weak or fic kly, which you Meat for fick 
would ſuddenly recover and bring unto hunting : Then if you and weak 
take Sheeps heads, Wooll and all,and hack,hew and bruiſe them Hounds. 
in many pieces ; then boyt them with Oatmeal and Penny-royal | 
and make ftrong pottage of the ſame, and give all together warm 
to your ſick Hounds, and it will ſuddenly recover them; if once in 
a week alſo you give them a full meal of warm horſe-fleth, it is 
very ſoveraigi, | 
Nov for the veſt times of feeding, it is held amongſt all our Beſt hours of 
beſt experienc't Huntſmen,to be an the days of reſt, earl y 1n the feeding. 
morning before Sun riſe, and inthe Evening at the Sun ſet: But 
1:1 the days of, hunting, you ſhall let them go faſting our of the 
Kennel and feed them as ſoon as you come home to the Kennel 
or before in your way homeivard, if you have any horſe-fleth, or 
other Carrion readily provided : otherwiſe with ſuch meat as 
you have, ſoit will fill their bellies , for a Hound by no means 
would be pinched of his belly after his labour, and therefore be 
ſare if your meat be conrſe to fill his guts well , if it be ſweet, 
ſtrong and comfortable, then leſs will ſerve him. 
And here I think 1t meet to ſpeak of a convenient propor- A proportion 
of Food,for the maintenance of a Kennel of good hounds: Wheres of mear, 
19 you ſhall anderſtand that three buſhels of Oats or Barley» 
meal,with half ſo mach Branne or Mill duRt, 1s a fit weekly pro- 
portion to keep nine or ten couple of Hounds ; with a little help 
of horſe-fleth, if the Huntſman be any good Husband,and pain- 
Fil as o2gat to be in finding our Horſes, ſcraps, cruſts and bones . 
which almoſt abound 1m every mans houſe of any worth or reck- 
o2Vg and by imploying that vhich 1s ſaved in the days of labour 
to increaſe the proportio:: vhen need ſhall require ; Many much 
larger quantities I have known, and do know allowed this day 
in divers places ; butT have held it an- abuſe to the Mafter and 
either a covetouſieſs or negligence in the Huntſman, by whoſe 
unsk1[fal greedineſs, I have ſeen many tyxed out of the' plea- 
ſures, Therefore be aſſured this quantity already named, wall . 
Filly in1fice,nay,even to pleaſe a moſt wanton curiofity;and ſure- 


: ly much leſs, if a painfal Huntſman have the government : for I ,.— 
ſhall never ſee fairer or better kept Hounds , then I haveſeen' 0 

- maintained with half this proportion , - but as I would not'be roo! : __ 
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lavifh in my direRions, ſo I would much leſs be too firait hand- _ 
ed, hoping that every man of honeſty and truſt will order his af- 
fairs with diicretion, - 
Ordering of Noaiy for the ordering of your Hounds after they have done 
_P hunting, you ſhall, if you feed them abroad or otherwiſe, as ſoon 
al as you brivg them into the Kennel, waſh all their feet either with 
a little yarm Butter and Beer,Beef broth or Water wherein Mal- 
tows and Nettles have been boyled ſoft and tender, ycu thall 
pick every cley, and ſearch the foot for Thorns, Stubs, or any 0» 
| ther pricklings ; you ſhall look that. the (ira whereon they lye, 
/ be ſiveet and freſh ; and if it bein the ſtength of Winter after 
- they are fed,you ſhall ſuffer them for an hour or two to beak and 
ftretch themſelves before the fire, ere they go to lye down for 
all night, and by no means trouble them as Jorg as they lick,pick 
or trim themſelves , but that once finiſhed, you ſhall. torce then 
from the fire, and make thean find out their Lodgings, 


CHAP. II. 


The caring of all manner «f infirmities in Hounds. 


Ext unto theſe precepts, it is meet you be $kilſul in cu- 
ring of all the diſeaſes in Hounds, of which as there be 
many ſo here you ſhall partake many rules for the ſame, both 
perfect, and excellently approved by late experience. And firſt 
of all, im as much as it 15-an infirmity of all other moſt general, 
natural,and as it were not to-be divided from Dogs, I will begin 
with the killing of fleas and lice,and ſuch like vermine in Hounds 

Faich proceeds from filthy keeping, rotten and moiſt lodging, 

and want of ſhifting of ſtraw when it growes ſhort by much iy- 

ing on: if then yourHound be troubled with fleas or lice, you ſhall 
take Rue or herb of Grace four or five handfuls, and boyl it in 

a gallon of running water till a pottle befull conſumed, then 

Arain. it through a courſe cloath, and put to it:two ounces of 

ſtrong Staveſaker beatento powder, and being warm, bath your 

Hound therewith and it will deſtroy them. 

Te kill worms. _ Tf your Hound be troubled with worms, which is very gene- 
ral amongſt them , | eſpecially the young Hounds , then you 
ſhall take a pint ofnew milk and mix it with a. good quan- 
: | tity - 
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tity of Brimftone, and ſo give it lake-warm unto the Hound, and 
it will not only ſcoive away all manner of wormes, bur all other 
filthineſs bred in the body of a Hound, either by laboar or ſu- 
feit, 

If your Dogge have been bitten by either Snake,Adder,or any Ries wich 
other venemous thing, take the. herb Calaminth, and beat it in a ,.,,nyus 
mortar, with Turpeacine anc yellow Wax, till it come to a {alve, Beaſts.. 
and then apply it to the ſore and it will heal it: Alfo if you boyl 
the herd in milk, and give the dog it to drink, it will expel at 
inward poyſon. 

If your Honnd have been bitten with a mal Dogge, Biting with a 
which1s adiſeaſe exceeding dangerous and mortal, yo. ſhall pre- mad dog. 
ſently waſh the place ſo bitten with Sea water or a very ſtrong 


# brine, and it will ſave and cure him ; or elſe take the-herd called 


Yarrow, and beat a handful thereof in a mortar, with a handful 
of Wheat till ic come to a ſalve, and then lay it to the ſore, and 
1c will heal it ; aad if you pour into his Romach as mach Mithri- 
date as a hazel nur, diflolved in ſiveet Wine, it will wonderfully 
ſcour aud preſerve him trom the infeftion of thz inward poyſon. 
The infirmity of madneſs it ſelf in Doggs, is common and oft of a mad dog 


to be ſeen, and though it be altogether incurable, yet if a man be and the ſigns, 


experienced in the firſt figns ar characters of marineſs, he may 
prevent divers miſcheifs, and moſt mortal evils, which enſte 
for want of ſuch knowledge,and albeit he loſe one Dogge, yer he 
may fave all the reſt : the firſt fign therefore to know when a 
Dogge 1s entring into this diſeaſe, is a melancholy ſeparating 
aimielf from other Dogges, and walking up and down alone, 
oft caſting up his head into the. Wind , and looking up- 
ward , histayle at the ſetting on , rifing upward, and the reſt 


| hanging doivn, his Moath will foam and be fall of flaver , or 


hitz jroth , as he runnethup and down he will haſtily ſnatch 
at every thing that he meeteth with, yet, but only give one 
match and away , his eyes will be red and more fiery then other 
Dog2s, and his breath will be ſtrong ana of a filthy favour : any 
of theſe ſigns when you ſhall perceive, you ſhall preſently ſepa- 
rate him fronrother Doggs and kill him, for unto the diſeaſe 1s 
no cures 
If your Houng be gauld, or his Skinne torn inany part, = 0: Guuling, 
2all ET 
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Of 2 Tetter, 


For the Itch, 


Of the mangy 
or {cab, 


Of Wounds. 


Of a Canker 
in the Ear, 


ſhall only take 2Zay butter, yellow Waxe, and alittle unſlackt 
Lime beaten togeth=r like a ſalve, thzrevith anoint the ſore place 
and it 1s a preſent cure. 

If your Hound (as they are much incident thereunto) have 
any Tetter or dry Scab, you ſhall take of black Ink, the juyce of 
Mints and Vinegar of each alike quantity,and mix them together 
with the powder of Brimſtone t1ll it be thick Ike a ſalve, and 
then anoint the Tetter therewith till it bleed, and it will ſoon kill 
and cure it. : 

If your Hound be troubled with the Itch, you ſhall take Nerv- 
oyl, and beat it with quick-filver till the quick-f{ilver be kill'd,and 
the ſalve turned to a pale yellow colour, then with the ſame a- 


noint the Dog before a good fire,and chafe it well againſt the hair - 


and it will cure him. 
But if your Hound be troubled with the Scab or margy, then 


you ſhall take a penny-Worth or two of the beſt Gun-powder you 
can buy, and mixing it with very ſtrong Wine Vinegar, make it 
thick like puddle,then with the fame anoint all the places where 
he ſcratcheth till they bleed, and it will kill the mangy ;there be 
others which do uſe to caſt their Doges into the Lime-pits of 
Tariners or Glovers, ano force them to ſwim up and down the 
ſame,and it will kill the mangy;yet there m uſt be a great care ta- 
ken in patting the Dogs in leſt,doivg it raſhly,the Lime water ge 
into their eyes, which is very dangerous, and wall hazzard their 
burning out. 


If your Hoand ſhall receive any Wound, whether it be with 


ſharp or blunt weapon, or any accident whatſoever, altho2gh his 
ovvn Tongue be a ſoveraign ſalve, yet if itbeinany part, 
where either he can or will not lick it, the beſt cure is to wath 
it with warm Butter 2nd Vinegar mixt together, ard then anoint 
itwith a little Venice Turpentine ; but if it be a hollow wound, 
and muſt of force bz tented, then you ſhall either tent it with 
ſveet Butter and Oat-meal, wrought together to a ſalve, or with 
yellow Was and D-er-ſuet;there be ſome that will uſe for a tent 
a ſmall candles end, and it is verygood if the talloy be fivee: ,bur 

if it be putrified then it will poyſon and corrupt the wound. 
If your Hound be troubled with a canker in his ears, which 
152 grief much incident unto them; you ſhall fiſt tent the nol - 
If 
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if you find any,with dry cork,and after wath the fore with Vine- 
gar and Allom, mixt together, till the fleſh look raw, and after 
dry it with burnt Allom only, | 
It your Honnd be ſurbaited, you ſhall waſhwhis feet with But- 
ter and Beer boyled together, and then bind to the ſoles of his 
feet young red Nettles,chopr very ſmall,or beaten in a mortar till 
they come to a ſalve. : : 
For any manner of bruiſe which ſhall happen to your Hound, Ot Bruite. 
either by ruſh, ſpurn, ſtroke or otherwiſe, if it appear and ſwell 
outwardly,you (hall bath the place,with chick-weed and ground- 
ſel, boyled in ſtrong Ale dregs till they be ſoft, ai;d it will allay 
the ſvelling ; but it the bruiſe be inward, then you ſhall with a 
horn give the Dog a pint of nei Milk, and a quarter of an ounce 
of Sperma cati well mixt together, or for wantot Sperm. cari 
double ſo much Stoe-pitch beaten to fine poivder, 
It your Hound be troubled with the Rone or other filthy mat- For the ſtone. 
ter, Which maketa him that he caiinot piſs, you ſhall take the 
ſeeds of the Herb Granzm ſo/is or Gromel, and braifivg them give 
them to the Hound 1n halt a pint of white Wine, 
It your Hound (as it is natural to Doggs) be ſo coſtive that Fox eoſtivereſs. 
he can by no means skummer, you ſhall itt take a peice ot a 
tallow candle, about three fingers mn length, ard thrutt it a good 
way into the tuel of the Hound, aid then hold down his tayle 
hard a quarter of an hour or more, and then give it liberty, and 
when he hath emptied his belly, you ſhall give him to drink five 
or {ix ſpoonfulls of Sallet Oyl, -a.d it will clenſe him ſufficient- 
ly 


Of ſurbairing, 


If your Hound be troubled with any diſeaſe in his Ears, yhe- For any diſcatc 
ther it be a contivual running, oz any other Impeſthamation, you #2 *Þe Ear. 
ſhall take Verjuyce and Chervile Water, and aux them together 
" ard each morning and evening drop a ſpoonful or two thereof 
into thz Dogges Ears, and you ſhall find it a preſent Remedy, _ _ | 

If your Dog at any time be troubled with ſore eyes, of what F*t fore Eyes.” 
Nature or Quality ſoever the grief be : you (hill take a leafe or 
two of ground Ivy, and chewing it well in your Month,and ſack - 
179 our the juyce, ſpit th {1me into the Dogos eyes morning and 

evening, and it will cure them.This gourd Ivy 1s a little,round, 
rough, jagoy leaf, and groivs in the bottome 0: n2dges, 


It 
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Hounds muſt 


ulſc one ano» 
xthe.. 


The moneths. 
<obreed in, 


Tf your Hound fhall happen to break a legge or avy other 
bone, yoa ſhall firſt with your hand place it in his true place, 
and ſee that it ſtand treight andeven, then bath it in the warm 
Oyl of Swallows, or the Oyl of Afandrake apples, and wrap 
it about two or three times, in ſear-cloath made'of yellow Wax 
a::d Deers fret ; which done, fplent it with flat ſplents of woed, 
ard ſorcle it wich it with a ftrors roler,ard let it fo reft nine days 
at leaſt, b2fore you unſplent 1t, but remove not the ſear-cloath tor 
fifreen days, ard you fhall fee the bone wall knit ftrongly and 


firmly. 
7 'Þ H A P. III. 


Of the lreeding if all manner of Hounds. 
Aving thas paſſed over the election of Hounds, compoli- 
tion of Kennels,dieting, and curing of all ſorts of diteaſess 


-1 hv:14 it mecteſt, now to follow with ſome ſhort precepts the 


breeding of Hounds, becauſe it is exceeding hard, for any man 
to have a Kennel of Hourds from gift or purchaſe without 
mach imperfe&ion $; for though one friend give you a good 
Hound,another ſells you a good Honnd, yet how their goodnefſes 
will agree when they run together, is very diſputable : ard truly 
unleſs your-Hounds have one ſpeed, one tuneableneſs of voyce, 
and one manner of hunting, yonar paſtime will be much difor- 
derly ; which there is no way to get ſo eaſily and truly, as by 
the breeding of your hounds: for one and the ſame birth pro- 
dixceth -one and the ſame qualities ; therefore having a Hound 
and a bratch of that ſize, voyce, ſpeed, ſcent, proportion,and ge- 
eral goodneſs which agreeth beſt with your own nature and 


condition, you ſhall put them together to ingender and breed, © 


eitherin January, Felruary or March, according as they ſhall 
grow proud, for thoſe are the three moſt principal moneths in 
the year for Hounds, bitches or bratches, to be limed in : not 
but that they may conceive and bring forth as good Whelps 
in other moneths; but becauſe there will be much loſs of time 
in the entring of them : for ifa bratch be l:imed in January, ſhe 
will whelp her Litter in 2arcb,and fo they will be ready to 
enter in the firſt beginning of hunting-time : if ſhe be Limed 


io Febreary, ſhe will help in Apri/ , andafſhe be Limedin 


Adarch 
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March, ſhe will whelp in-fayfollowing : and m all theſe three 
Moneths there is-not a ayes loſs, for the entring of the 
rhelps ;. which is an eſpEcial- care 'to be obſerved of Huntſ- 
men.. ON REeG-2a 
Alſo if yoa ſhall let your Hounds ingender in the three months yy, gy ich 

aforeſaid, you ſhall.not forget to obſerve as near as you can, that ſigns to breeds 
when you pht:the Dog and Bitch firſt together , the Moon be : 
either in the ſign Aquarins or Gemini, for it is held amongſt 

the beſt Huntſ=men- of this Layd, that the whelps which are 

ingendred under thoſe to fgns, will neverrun- mad ; and tor 

the moſt part , the Litter will have atleaſt double ſo many Dog- 

whelps, as- Bitch Whelps. When your Bitch is near whelping, 

or hath whelped, you ſhall ſeparate her from other Mounds, and 

have a private Kenpel for her, where ſhe may be alone without 

company of other hounds; and . you ſhall duly everynight ſee her 

kennel'd in the ſame,that ſhe may take acquaintaince and delight 


therein ; and when yau feed-her particularly, von fhall feed her ata if 


In that kennel, that taking. a' love theretoſhe may not ſeek out pg;uches hfrep 


other unfit and unwholeſome places to whelp in : for where a Whelping. 
Bitch firſt whelpeth her Litter , if they be removed,ſhe will not 
leave:carrying her Whelps np and down, till ſhe have found the 

fame place again, or fome other perhaps more urfit then the for- 

mer,and ſuchcarriage of Whelps by th2 Dam is very ill and dan-- 

©erous : this kennel where your Whelps ſhall remain, ſhall not 

he kept cloſe; but open, that the Bitch may have liberty to go up 

and down after tiventy four hours ſpace, which time ſhe ſhall be - 

kept very well, cloſe: and warm, that ſhe may Perform the natu-- 

r:1office ofa Dam to her Whelps. 

You ſhall not ſuffer your Whelps toſack above tio moneths qyjc, © wean 
at the moſt, bat then you ſhall Wean them, and if the houſe you Whelps, 
keep be of great receit ard many ſervants, you ſhall let your 
Cook bring up your'beſt Whelps, and your Dairy-maid your ſe- 
cond beſt,/and the reft you ſhallpneforth among your friends; 
or Tenants, according unto the love -yon . pofſeſs In the Coun- 
Wey-.--- ; 

Now when your Whelps are'bronght up, you ſhall not enter v1, hk 
them into huntm&before they beat leaftvyear and halfold, as — gy 
© | D _ 4 
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How to enter 
Whelps, 


Obſeryations 
in the entrin 
of Whclps, 


thus, if your Whelps were whelpt in 44arch, then you ſhall 
not enter them-until Seprember come twelve moneths after :and 
it they were whelpt in Apri//y ther you ſhall enter them in Oco- 
ber come twelve moneths after. And ſo forth, for the reſt of the 
mongths. . Fae 

Noy for the manner of your entring of Whelps, you ſhall 
dray them abroad in the pleaſanteſt of the day, with the moſt * 
ſtaunch and beſt hunting Hounds you have, leaving at home all 
babling and flying Curs ; agd if you can, you ſhall have your 
Hare ready ſet betore you come, (for the Hare js the principal 
chaſe you can enter Whelps upcn) and then putting her from 
her form, and veiwing perfealy which way ſhe taketh, after the 
ſcent is a little cooled, lay on your Hounds,and give them all the 
advantages you can for thehunting of her,as by wind, veiw, hollow 
or prickang her paſſage : and if they thall chance to kill her ; you 
ſhall immediately take her from the Hounds, - and not ſuffer them 
to break her, for it is an evil cuſtome, but your ſelf ripping a- 
way the Skin, ſhall cuther all to pieces, and give every part of 
her to your young Whelps, which will breed in them great cone 
rage and delight in hunting. 

You ſhall obſerve in the entring of your young Whelps, that 
they hunt fair and even, without advantage, or ſeeking any way 
to gain eaſe, as by lying off from ſcent, thwarting or crofling 
when they are behind to get evenwith the formoſt Hounds : any 
of which when you ſhall perceive, you ſhall immediately beat 
them in-with your hunting pole, and compel them to take the 
ſcent before them : alſo if any of them be giddy headed,and out 
of mettle will run before the other Hounds clean from the ſcent, 


10 this caſe alſo you ſhall beat them ſoundly back, and bring them 


-« backto the ſcent, and force them to take it with the reſt of the 
Kennel, Alſo if any young Hound will not ſtrike apon a default 


but run babling away without the ſcent, drawing away the reſt of 
the Kennel to follow-him , ip this caſe alſo you ſhall ſcourge him 
back, and compel him to ſtand and labeur upon the default, till 
ſome of the elder Hounds undertake it, then you ſhall cheiiſh all 
both with horn and voyce into the Chaſe © -- 
-Laſtly, if: yo1find that any of your young Whelps traſt more 
| | 0 
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to his on icent than to the reſt of his fellows, and ſo by that 
means hunteth at leaſt twenty foot ſometimes behind che reft, 
making his defaults by. his own noſe, and not their own leading, 
yet hunteth.very juſt and true :. In this caſe yon ſhall by no 
means over-go or over-ride the Whelp, bur give him all com- 
fort and . encouragement you can, and let him rake his own time 


and leiſure, for uſe and experience will quickly make him Skil-- 


fal,and the Skill will ſoon carry him up,among tus fellows where 
hee will ſoon become a principal Leader : and thus much fos 
Hounds, and the compeſition of Kennels. 


CHAP. IIIEL 
Of all the ſeveral Chaſes which Hownds are to bumts 


Here hath already (by many well experienced men) been fo 
much written of this SubjeR, that I know not- well what 
to write, except I ſhould in ſome ſort repeat another mans tale ; 
from which I am o far different (having vowed to my ſelf, by 
no means to meddle with any thing formerly -written) that the 


ftriteſt examiner whoſoever, thall.not find me guilty of the leaſt - 


blemiſh therein : yet fince I-muſt neceflarily in this cafe write 


| ſomething, Iwill as breifly asIcan ſet doivn ſome material and ſpe- 


cial notes, and for the main ſubſtance ifthey deſire a long conti- - 
nued circumſtance (though this 15 ſufficient for any underſtanding : 


wit) referre them unto old 7:1ſram's book, tranſlated by Mr. 
T arbervile, and ſuch other Books, where they. may find compleat 
ſatisfaQtion. 


To ſpeak then firſt of the Stagge , which is the moſt Princely 74, guning 


and royal Chaſe of all Chaſes, and for whom indeed this Art 
of Hunting was firſt found out, and invented; he is of all Beafts 
the goodlieft, atelieſt, and moft- manly, and for the uſe Man, 


of the Stagg.: 


the fulleft both of outward and inward profit asin his fleſh for- 


helps in Phyfick : as the bone in his Heart, which is Soveraign 


the nouriſhment of Mans body, and in his other Members for 


for all inward faint fickneſles, for Poyſon, the Plague, and hard - 
Trayail in women ; . his Ya: Fluxes, | 


d 2 


and 


Country Odteamments. Book, 1. 


How ov» know 
an old Stag. 


The caſt of 
Heads. 


How ta find x 
Deer. 


and to make the Skin white andſmooth ; his pizle good for the 
Co: ck and Bloody-flux, His Horn a moſt foveraigne Cordial 
againſt venome ; his ſuet-for ſwellings, Gouts and -Humors, 
aid his Skin, which is ever a during and Gentlemanly clothing; 
ard of Stags,the oldeſt and greateſt is the beſt. * | 
Th2 perfect fign to know an old Stagge by, are theſe; if when 
you take his view upon the ground, you ſee he hath a large foot, 
a ih'ck hzele, and a deep printing , and open cleft , and along 
ſpace ; then be aſſured he ts old : alſo if his legge be long, and 
his bone thick, it thewes age, beſides your old Sagge doth not 
over-reach , when your younger Deer doth : alſo you ſhall know 
his age by his ordure, as thus if it be printed ( as it will be from 
Fuly to Auguſt) or writhen round, or flat or broad, as it will be 
in June, and therewithal be groſs and fatty , then he is an 
old Stagge ; but if contrarily it be ſmall and dry,then he is but 
a young Deer : you ſhall know his. age by the tines of the 
hornes , for if he haveten or twelve or fourteen tines, he is a 
Deer of reaſonable age, but if the beam bee thick and great, 
then hee 1s anold Deer ; ſo if hee cairy but ſome fix or eight 
tines, aid a ſmall beam, then he is young Deer, and not above 
three or four years old, for the Red Deer is ſaid-the firſt year 
to have no_head, the ſecond .but only daggers, and thethird 
tines. | rplls | | 
Stags yearly caſt their Heads in arch, April, May or Twne, 
and in ng other moneths , according to the goodneſs of the So:1 
wherein they teed,for the riche(t;gronnd beareth ever theearlieſt 
Deer, and a Deer is.never ſtid to be. in ſeaſon,. nor may bee by 
00d rule be hunted till he have caſt his head, E161 
The principal quality in a Husbindman, is, to know: how and 
where to find a Deer, for if he be. ignorant in their haunts, hee 
may wander long, and loſe much labour. Therefore hee ſhall 
know, that a Red Deer naturally hannteth in November amongſt 
Furis, Whins or. thick Shrubs In December-amoneſt thick ard 


firong waods.:-'In Faxzaryin Corn-fields of Wheat' and Rye, - 


In. Febrazry and Aferch :amongtiyonngand thick buſhes; In 

April and May in'Coppices and: Spring', In Fune and Fu/y in 

eut-woods, and partes which are neacelt nnto green _ 
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and in September and Ofober, after the firſt ſhowers of rain they 
20 to Rur. 
*. Now when the Huntſman will at any time ſearch any of theſe 
places to find his game, hee mult bee careful by no means to go 
downe, but up the wind , for a Dzer is of moſt dainty ſcent, and 
upon the lealt fault will fly and leave his feed : therefore hee 
muſt come warily and cloſely with a quick ear, and a ready | 
£yCc. 
Now the beſt time to find ont your Game, is early betore The hunring 
Sunne riſe, at which time the Deer goeth to his food : from ws Stags 
whence you ſhall watch unto his Leir, and mving lodged him, 

you may returne home and prepare all things for the cays huat- 

10g ; for be aſſured, except violently compeld,he will not itir un- 

til Evening. 

Now for the minner of his hanting : you ſhall firſt caſt off 

your finders, neer his place of lodging, and after they have 

hunted him avout a ring or two, you ſhall caſt in the reſt of your 

Hounds, and being in tull cry and main chaſe, you ſhall give 

them comfort both with horae and fight of the Deer, and take 

what eſpecial notes or marks you can from him, ſo that as much 

as is potſible you may know him from any other Deer : then at 

every default, as ſoon as the Hounds arein cry again, you ſhall 

make in to the hunted Deer, and view him, and 4 jo. find it 


tobee a freſh Deer, you ſhall rate the Dogs, anno them 
back to the default, and thzre make them caſt aboyFagain, until 
they have undertaken the firſt hunted Deer,then give them cam- 
fort by hollowing and Giblets, and ſo centinue the chaſe till you 
have either ſet. up the Deer or ſlain him, ever and anon having a 
watchful eye unto change:for it is the nature of a Deer, when he 
is once imboſt or weary, to ſeek where he may find another 
Deer , and to beat him up and lay himſelf down in kis 
place. | 
To know when a Stagge 1s weary, you ſhall ſee him imboſt, To know when 
that is.,. :foaming and flavering about th Mouth with a thick * $48 5 
white fcoath, his Hair ivill look black, ſhining and foul with "7" 
ſveat, and hee will tappiſh oft, that is, he will ever and #n be 
lying down and lurking in dark holes and cornexs, and for his lit 
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Of her profirs, 


The hunting 
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rs. 


Refuge hee will betake himſelf to the ſoyl, which is, hee: witl 


leape(if he can )into Rivers,Ponds, or other Water,out of which 
you ſhall force him either by art or Rtrength : And thus much for 
the Chaſe or hunting of the Stag. ire 5 
Now for the hunting of the Buck : foraſmuchas they are moſt 
uſually kept in parks, and that every Keeper, which 1s worthy 
to be a Keeper, may ſooner from his own experience then from 
any Reading, get the experience of the ground he tendeth, and 
fith hee is bound both by the Laws of Huntſmen and good man- 
ners', to give every man contentment , that is priviledged to 
hunt in his ground ; And fith whoſoever can hunt a Stag well, 
cannot hunt a Buck ill, the Red Deer being ever far more curious 


to hunt, then the Fallow, I will not ſpend any moretime to 


_— it, but referre you to thoſe Rules whichare already Re- 
rſed. 

Touching the hunting of the Hare,which is every honeftMang, 
and geod - Mans chaſe, and which is indeea the freeſt, readieft 
and moſt induring paſtime, and likewtſe in it's own kind, full of 
good profit for Mans preſervation : For though the Beaſt be but 
little, yet are the members worth injoyment, as the fleth, which 
is good for all manner of Fluxes ; the Brains good to make chil- 
dren breed their teeth with eaſe « the Wool excellent to ſtaunch 


blood ; the Gall ſoveraign for ſore eyes; the blood which will 


ad Worms ; the flifling bone, whch bemg worn, 
ie pain of the Cramp, with many other good thin ge 


kifl R 
taketh aw 
beſides.. | 

Touching the hanting of the Hare, you are firſt toregard the 
place of hunting, as whether it bee in Woods or Champain : if 
1n Woods, you ſhall not caſt off your dogs i the thickeſt of the 
covet, butrather beat the baſh'cloſe or thrubby ground near ad- 
joyning to the covert : for though in the Wqods you may ſooner 
find a Hare; yet commonly you ſhall find ſuch change there- 


withal, that you ſhall hardly bring any forth worth your plea- 


ſure, where, on the contrary part, if youfind any in thoſe neigh- 
bouring grounds, ſhe will preſently fly forth into the champann : 
becauſe naturally a Hars will refuſe the covert, till ſhee begin 
tobe weary ; and a Hare being'once heated, 1s not ſo _ 

oft, 
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loſt, upon 2 freth change , as when the ſcents are of equal cool- 
nefs. If you hunt in the champaio , you ſhall firſt beat thoſe pla- 
ces which are moſt likely, as where Gorſe or Whinnes grow,or in 
grounds that are all tusks of ruſhes, ſhort ling, bramble buſhes, 
or ſuchlike : or if the champain be more plain and void of ſuch _ 
places, then you ſhall at the beginning of the year repair to the The fnowleds 
ſhrubs,about Chriſtmas to the fallows and in AZarch to the green of the Hares 
Corn ; for thoſe are the moſt uſual haunts for the beſt Hares,and Form. 

an all theſe places you ſhall regard the Form or Hares ſeat well, 

and know whether it be old or new, as if the Form be plain and 

ſmooth within, the pad before it fAat and worn,and the pricles fo 

new, and eafie tobe ſeen, that the earth appear black, and as it 
were preſently broken, then is the Form nei, and if the Hounds 

call upon it, then may you hunt from thence, and upon the trail 

recover that Hare : but if the Form look old and rough within , 

and the pad it (elf be not ſmooth, nor any pricks to be diſcerned 

therein, then it is old, and if the Hounds call upon it, you ſhall 

rate them, for the ſcent is old, and all the labour will be loſt you 

ſpend upon it, | | 

The next thing you obſerve muſt be the ſhifts and fleights of 51. w,,... 

the Hare, when he is wearily hunted,as her doublings and wind- g.ights and 
ings, and atevery default give the Hounds leiſure —_ and ſhitcs, 
compaſs enough in the caſting about of your rings for the un- 

win + buy the ſame, then you ſhall obſerve her leaps andSkips 

before ſhe ſquat, and beat all thoſe places very curiouſly which 

are likely to give her any harbour, and though the loſs ſeem ne- 

ver fo dangerous,yetnot to be diſcouraged,but to continue_your 

ſearch, becauſe when ſhe cometh to thoſe hard ſhifts ſhe is at the 
lat caſt, and cannot Rand long before the Hounds, Many other 
Circumſtances there are, but they are ſo generally known to al- 
moſt every man that any way affeQeth this pleaſure, that it is 

needleſs to make further relation thereof , and therefore I hold 

this ſufficient for the hunting of the Hare. : 

Now for the hanting of the Fox or Badger, they are chaſes of Tfic hunting 

a great deal leſs uſe, or cunning then any of the former, becauſe *f _ Fox 
ſoy are of much hotter ſcent, as being intituled ſtinking ſcents ® **&b*5- 

nd not ſweet ſcents,and indeed very fewDogs but will hunt _ 

wit 
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with all eagerneſs, therefore I will not ftand much npon them, 
but adviſe you to reſpect well their haunts and coverts., which 
commonly is in Woods and buſhy places, and to take knowledge 
of their earths &Kennels,& as near as you can when you go about. 
to hunt them, to ftop up their Kennels, and keep them out that 
fling forth, that they may be ſooner broaght to their deſtrution , 
the chaſe is profitable and pleaſant for the time, inſomnch as: 
there are not ſo many defaults, but a continutng ſport; yet not ſo 
much defired as the reft, becauſe there 1s not fo much arr. and 
cunning : and thus much for chaſes, and the general uſe of all 


3 


kind of hunting, | 


The end of Hunting. 
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The manning All Hawks generally are manned after one manner, that is to- 

ef Hawks. ay, by watching and keeping them from ſleep, by a continual 1 
carrying them upon :your"filt, ,an® by a moſt fanuliar ſtroaking 
and playing with them,with the wing of a dead foyl, or ſuch'like, 
and by often gazing and looking them in the face, with a loying 
and gentle.countenance, and ſo making them acquainted with. 


the man. ONE | | 
Of Luring Afﬀer your Hawks are.manned, you ſhall bring them to the: 
Mawks. Lure by eafie degrees; as fit, making them jump unto the fiſt, 


after fall upon the Lypre, then come to the voice, and laſtly, to 
knoiv the voice and Lure, ſo perfe&tly; that either upon the 
ſound of the one, or fight of the qther, ſhe will preſently come. 
in, and be moſt obedient which may eaſily be performed, by go 
ving her: Tard whenſhe doth yonr:pleaſuxe, and making her faſt 


when ſhe c cyodk 7 thert-wngn hawks thall be'called to- 
the fiſt enly, and not to the Lure ; neither ſhall you uſe unto 


them, the londneſle and variety of voice, which you do to. the 
. long wivged Hawks,but only bring them tothe filt by chirpi 
your lips togethex, or elſe by the whulte : And in this manner 
Luring, and calling of hawks, (for a-winged hawks. are 
to be called, 3nd not Lured ) you.ſhall ſpecially acquaint 


' 2» > hawk With ee things : Firſt boldnefſe and acquaintance with 
i Het, "ogs and. horſes. then that ſhe be eager and ſharp ſet 
before the Lute be Ihewed her, kriowing both the morning and 

ever ing Dons of hex, bug ; and lafaly, to delight, her. the: more 

with the Lite, to hays Kr garmulhed on both ſides with, yarm 

and bloody "meat, e mw boy | ET RES BEE Mo \ « a ws 


Bathing. . When yout Hayksare throughly manned and lured;. and are 
Tanks, ® ' cometothe height of fleG and good lufty you ſhall-then. ſpy our 
| a fait day when: the weather and. aire 18. moſt temperate, ans 

catry your Bak to ſome. fair, little, ſhallow, ſandys; running 
hrogk, or Rundle; where the water is quietand fill, and where 
your tayk may fand up to the mid t uh thaxelgs and: having 
Drickt her down, and made her faft hard by. the. verdge thereof, 
you ſhall raks ther ad; and 20a little-way from her, and fee 
whether ſhe will bathe Sens, ut if you. find her fearful. of the 
ie wich 


mater, you ſhall with 2 lit padlle inthe water a while 
: | before 
" 


UMI 


Book 1. | Country Contentments, 31 
Before her, and then depart from hef again, and fet her then 
bathe therein aslong as ſhe pleaſeth: this done,yon ſhall take her 
upon your fiſt, and give her a bit or two of meat, then hold her 
in the Sun, and let her pick, prune, and dry her ſelf again; if you 
cannot come to any River, Brook, or Rundle conveniently, then 
you ſhould provide either a large baſon, ora broad, ſhallow tub, 
and ſo in it let your hawk bathe as oft as occaſion ſhall ſerve, for 
this bathing giveth a hawk courage, boldnefſe and a great appe- 
tite,and would commonly be uſed the day or morning before any 
Aipht, Tf it be in the winter that your hawk batheth, when no Sun 
ſhinech, you may then dry her as well by the gentle air of the fire 
as atherwiſe. : 

Toenſeam your Hawk, which is to cleanſe her from greaſe, Of enfeaming, - 
fat and glut, which lieth inwardly in ber body, and which you giving, caſting 
ſhall know by her round thighs, her fleſh, and full mewtings , 28d ſcouring, 
then when you feed her in the morning, give her a bit or two of ' 
hot meat, and the pight following little or nothing ; then morrs 
ing and evening after, feed her upon the fleſh of a Rook waſht jp 
two waters, till you feel the pinions of her wings more tender 
then they were before, then give her caſting according to her 
nature, as was before ſhewed, and once in tivo or three dayes 
oive her a hzns neck well jointed and waſhtin water, which will 
by the ſharpneſle thereof break the kels and filmes of fat which 
are in her body ; then every morning you ſhall give her a quick 
train Pidgeon, and keep her ſo long upon her wing, that by her 
on moderate exerciſe, ſhe _ melt and diſſolve the greaſe that 
moleſteth her, which after it is broken, you may take away, by 
giving her three or four pellets of the root of Sellandine, as big 
as garden peaſe, well waſht and ſcoured ; and if you ſteep thoſe 
pellets in the ſyrup of Roſes, the ſcouring is muck ſtronger. , 


When your Hawk is mined, lured, and enſeamed, you ſhall \, 
then bring her to her flight, which if it be at the Pheaſant or qc '« 208, 0d 
Partridge in woody and cloſe grounds, then you ſhall when or Parcridge: 
yau lure the hawk, caft your lure into ſome low Tree or 
'Buſh, that thereby you may bring her to take the ſtand , which 
when ſhe doth,- you ſhall then draw out your lure, and giving 
her notice thereof, make her __ thereon, and ever feed her - 

Ee 2 the 


UMI 


S — 


_ 
= —— - 
- — — 


the ground, and under a buſh, the pratice whereof will bring het* 
to delight in the Rand, and. tomark all the agrantages, which, 
ſhe ſhall get from. thence ;.then; bririging ber to cither, Pheaſant, 
or Partridge, make her fy at 2 young one fr has, eing more: 
foolth and 'tahier flain, ſhe may take delight in her conqueſt. 
But if you fly any long wipged Hawk in the champaan, then you 
ſhall dy all meays poſſible keep her from. the flard, and.only 
maintain, her upon her- wing, . till youſpring the Partridge un- 
dernieath her, ard then, ſtgoping upon the advantage, the prey. 
can hardly efcape her : Wes the more ſure killing of the game, 
and entring of young Hawks, you ſhall firſt ſpring the Partridge 
and mark them,then being come to the mark,caſt off your Hawk, ' 
and when ſhe. is gotten to the height of her gate, lay in your 
Spannels,: and then retriving the Partridge underneath her af- 

_ ter the. firſt light, -it is impoſſible: ſhe ſhould.eſcape : Andin 
this ſort you may. fly all. manner of long-winged Hawks, for it 
ignot proper to flie them from the fit, although moſt of our 
late Fanſconers now-adays uſe it ; but for your ſhort-winged 
Hawks, you ſhall fly them from the fit only : And therefore: 
ro make them hirdy and valiant, you ſhall firſt enter them at an 
old field Partridge, laid in a hole; and:covered either with a: 
ſodde, board-or hat, atwhich you ſhall faſten a ſmall. Creance, 
and then uncoupling your. Spannels, as they are ranging about, 
ſuddenly, when your Hawks head is towards the Partridge, 
pluck off the, ſadde or hat, and,let the train go,, and the Hawk 
after it, which aſſoon as ſhe hath flain, reward her very well,and. 
thus doing twice orthrice,you'may-after venter to fly ber at your 
MWeEaiLuUre.. . 5-17 22 47 EENT | X 

Of fiying ar ; .Te make your Hawk fly at fowl, which is called the flight 
fow's. . atthe River, you ſhall rſt whiſtle off an approved well quarried 
Hawk that 18 a ſure kyler, and let her enevw the ' fowl ſo long, 

till ſhe bring..it to the'plunige ; 'then take .hgr down and reward 

her, and th by, yet ſo as- you 'may have herready to uſe at- 
your;pleaſure, then whiſtle off your young Hawk, and when ſhe 

3S at the height of her gate, and that you have ſhewed her water 

divers times to make her the more inward, and by a gibbet called 

- herin, When at any time ſhe hath looxed out, ; Then being, uſt 

over the foivl, make in wah all -your cotapany. on every _ the 

, ver, 
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River, and ſolay forth the fowle, which if your Hawk Rloop, * 

frike, and truſs, you ſhall preſently make into her, and help 

her, and then croſſing the towles wing, or breaking them, let 

your Hawk take her pleaſure thereon; but if ſhe do not ſlay the 

fowle: at the firſt ttoopirg, then you ſhall give your Hawk 

pleaſure torecover her gate again, and then lay forth the forvle as 

before, not" leaving thus to do till you have landed it, and thae 

the Hawk hath-Mlain it, and then reward her as aforeſaid : Bur 

if ſuch a miſcheif ſhall fa[l our that the fowle do eſcape and break 

away z then you ſhall be ſaceto have a little Mallard ready in 

your bag, which you may caſt forth, and ſo reward_your Hawk 

theteo1, | 

- If your long winged Hawkflying at the River, or in champain Helps far 
fields, uſe to take ftand, which is a foule fault, you ſhall firſt by faulrs in long 
all means ſhun flying neer Trees- or Covert : but if that do not winged Hawks, 
ſuffice, then you ſhall have divers trainsin divers mens hands, 2*4 9p of 
and when the Hawk offers to go to the ſtand,let himwhich is next —_—_ 
ber caſt out his train, and he kill it, reward her ; this doing once 

or twice will reclaim her or nothing, 


' If your Hawk through pride of greaſe or otherwiſe, be fro- "EY A 


' Ward and coy, you ſhall not. when ſhe kills, reward ker as you 3. arch; 


were wont, but conveying ſome other cold meat cunningly under 
her,ſet her take her pleaſure thereon, and-ever with the meat give 
ker ſome feathers which may ſcower her, and make her to caſt, for 
this will recover her flomach, and make her more careful and 
diligent, - © | | | 
' If your Hawkbe of awild and: ftirring nature, and will not +, ,qte a 

look inward towards the man with her head, but rake and gaſe 1k look if. 
after every check, neither reſpe&ting whooping or gibbeting, ward. 
in this caſe you muſt follow her and -lure her back, and as ſoon 
as ſhe turneth in her head, ſhewher the lure, to which if ſhe 
foop, then preſently rewatd her ;' and thus do ſo oft as ſhe ran- 
geth, till ſhe be brought" unto that Love to your voyce and af- - 
_ to the Lure, that ſhe will forget her other extrayagant 
tnon2nts., * 7p 

When your Hawk is bronght to. fly to an extraordinary high - 
pitch, to maintain and keep her in the ſame manner offlying 
Ri), you ſhall not ieher above one flight jn a day at the my ; 

or 


- 
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for nothing bringeth her down more then over wearineſſe : Alſo 
you ſhall not then keep too extream a ſtraight hand upon her, 


. for too much.greedineſle of the Quarry makes her flacke her fly- 


To bring 
hawks upward. 


Faults in ſhore 
winged hawks, 


ing, Alſo, you ſhall not flie her upon Rundles, or ſmall brooks, 
but upon plaſhes and broad Rivers 5 you ſhall not ſuffer kerto 
flie too long, but after two or three ſtoopings, and a croſſing, 
al:hough ſhe miſle it, take her down with the Lure or train, and 
a a we this encouragement will maintain her in her geod- 
neſle. 


or elſe now and then Rooping before there be cauſe, and ſo 


loſing her way, which many times happeneth when either the. 
hawk is kept too ſharp, or flown out of her dne time ; any of 


which faults when you perceive, you ſhall then upon the doing 
thereof give her a dead _— and then hood bes up Without 
reward, and an-hour or two after, call-her tothe Lure, and feed 
her: and-thus do as oft as ſhe offendeth : yet for the more ſure 
prevention thereof, I would have every Faulconer to try the natu- 


rall diſpoſition of his hawk, and find whether ſhe flyeth better on, 
a treight hand,or an open, and whether early or late, and ſo forth, 
and according to her owa nature, ever w keep ther. 2 


Short winged Hawks, as Goſhawks and Sparrew-hawks, will 
many times neither kill their Gamegnor flie their Game'to mark ; 


firſt of curning ie will oven over after a little flying, and.(as Faulconers term 


rayl, 


If a Hawk will 
ner flic ar all, 


it) turn tail to it, which when you.ſee, you ſhall incourage your. 


dogs to hunt and caſt before your hawk a train: Partridge, as it 
were the wild one, and make her ſeize it, and feed well upon it, 
tO encourage her the berter; and thus do twice or thrice, which if 


you ſee it prevail not, then eſteem her not,but make her awyay,fox 
ſhe will hardly ever be reclaimed, | | 


Hawks that have never been acquainted with prey, wall many 


times not flie at all, but taking a rree, will fit and look after the 


e2me, which fault to amend, you ſhall ever feed her upon quick - 


Birds, and make her foot them, and then going into the- field, 
which is champane and plain, after = have rid up and down a 
pretty ſpace with the hawk unhooded, you ſhall cauſe one of your 


company to caſt out'a field Partridge before yous hawk. y__ 
| ler 


8 


If your hawk be high flying, yet loathful to go toher Gatte, | 
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let her flic at it, and ſo ſoon as ſhe hath footed it, let her feed 
thereon at her pleaſure,and do thus three or four times, Fill ſhe be 
welt in blood, and you ſhall find her. valiznt quickly. : 

If your hawk be ſo fond of the man, that the will not flie from Tg, much 
him, bat after a firoke or two, return to him again, you muſt then fondneſſe of 
but ſeldom be fanuliar with her, andffet her rather fed her ſelfe rhe man. 
then be fed by you, and as oft as ſhe commeth ſo unproperly unto 
you; you ſhall give her noreward , but when ſhe forſaketh you, 
and killeth the game, then you ſhall well reward her, and then 
make her both familiar with men, dogs, and horſes ; for to take 
joy or diſlike to any of them, is a miſchief a great-deal worſe then 
the former. - 

To ſpeak of the merving®f long winged hawks, you ſhall yewing of 
naderſtantl that ſhe may beſet down, that js, put into the meyy long winged 
about the middle of .4prii/, at which time if you find they have Hawks. 
anylices. you ſhall pepper them, and put them: mto. the Mew, 
which.if it bea low place upon the ground free from noiſe, 
yermine, or any evill air, then it is called. mewing at the tone 
or- ſtock, but if youmew in any high room: with open windowes - 
towardsthe North, or Nerth-eaft, then it is called mewing at 
Tage : If you mew at the ſtock, you ſhall'haye a broad Table in Meving z the 
the midR of the roomon which you mult place ſand,gravel,ſtone, ſtone, 
ſods, and tubs for water, and in the midſt of theſe a free-t}one or 
block of two foot high, to whigh yon fhall faſten your hawk 
with a turvell of iron, ſo that at no time her leaſe may be .in- 
tangled , this manner of mewing may be in the Faulconers own 
bed-chamber, or in any other ſafe room at hispleaſure + the beſt 
meat in the mew 1s any quick birds or foul, dogs fleth, ard ſuch 
like: If you mer your hawk at large, you ſhall put her looſe in- 
low.for her-uſe to fit. on ; and in this mew. alſo you ſhall have #86 
ſand, ſtones, gravel, green ſods, and. water, all which you ſhall _ 
renew as oft as need dorequire, and in the midſt ofthema block 
or tro,whereontotie her meat,which meat ſhall be thefame for- 
merly ſpoke of, and -given at certain and due times, withont fail 
er alteration. 

. "If yog, intend to meyy'a ſhort winged hawk, as the Goſhawk, 
or ſact{;ke, you ſhall 3n, JLarch after you have ſcomred brand. 
OT ".made 


_ tothe meiv, having ſundry pearches therein, ſome high, ſome Mewing ar * 
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Conntry Context Wents- 


J 


 Whieea *t9 draw 


lawks, 


Dzſcaſes in 


hawks. 


5:4. ff 


of courling 
with Grey» 


hounds, 


Breeding of - Touching th" breed of i re 15 2 abi 
Greyhounds, to retpett 162" Comics itt - "Ha 
re | 


. made herclean from lice, cat ofher the lefle; and throwther into 
'Merv lodſe, either in a high room or a low room-at;your.pleafure; 
let her Perches be lined: with canvaſſe; or with-wooken! lifts for 


7 ithe'ſafety of her feet; let herthave ſtore of warerfor-batking, land 
_ oftrenewed, and ſioteof tacat; as live-Pigeons, warm? Munton, 
. atm Goat, or Dogs-fleſhPany of which will make bet. mew 


quickly. | - | 1} 
: Harks for the field would be drawn from the mew-in Fant, 
and made ready toflie in Auguft,at which ame'Cornis cury/ant 
Game isfirang : and hawkesfor'the River: would'be' drawa'in 
Augift, that they--ttiay be ready'to flie in'\Septewber.' I 

Hawkes have divers infirmities and diſcaſes, as Feavers, Pal- 


* - » k os 
b 
LE Hs 


|.. ſey, Impoſthumes, ſore eyes;andMares, Megrims,Pantas,caſting. 
-: her Gorge; foulriefle of Gorge Wormes; Fillanders, ill Liver; or 
-* Goat, Pinne in thefoot breaking the pounce, Bories out of: joyne, 


Bones broken, Braiſes, Lice, Colds, Froutce; Fiſftulaes, Stone, 
much gaping, more foundring, privy evill, taintinthe Feathers, 
Toſs of appetite, broken wind; blown the Wing,wounds, ſwel- 
ing, eating their own feet, taking np of veitisin Hawks, Cramp, 
and a-world of others: all whieb foraſmiuch as Itave therved the 


- Medicihes,and euresthereof inthefornter Gy 


and Good, T will tefet you unto"the ſkifie;> andonet' doubt butt | 
will give-you ſatisfaction, ' wh ; pr rt TOES PW i *2.) 
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No” if the mind of onr -Habandman be''not' ſo" peneralſy 
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rifhed, as that it be a Champion Plain,and without covert,where 
a Hare may ſtand forth,and endure a courſe of two miles,or more, 
as it ſhall happen (for the courſing of a hare 1s that which I puc- 
poſe molt to treat of) becauſe in acloſe Country full of covert, 
where a hare cannot run above a quarter of a aule, or leſs, both 
the pleaſure of the recreation is taken away,and the Grey-hound 
by an inſufficient exerciſe is made unapt, and unfit for that for 
which he was created. 

Nor of Champion Countries, they are of three kinds, as the pct places for 

low Valleys, fuch are the Valleys of Be/veire,the Vale of hire breed. 
Herſe,the Vale of Eve/ham,and ſuch like; the high Downs and 
Heaths, as about Salisbary, Ciceter, Lincoln, and many ſuch like 
places; and the middle betiveen both, as the Country of North- The beſt 
hampton and Leiceſter, and other like them :; All whichare yery Grey-hounds. 
excellent places for the breeding and training up of the beſt 
Grey-hounds ; yet of the three your Valleys or middle ſoyles, 
which for the moſt part are arable Gronnds, are much better to 
breed and train on, then your Downs and Heaths, becauſe they 
are much more labourſome, rough, heavy, and in the Winter ſea- 
Fon full of much trouble and falſe foot-hold, inſomuch, that a dog 
which is able to run Rrongly, ſwifcly, and ſurely taere, muſt ne- 
ceſlarily do it ten times better when he comes to the ſmooth, 
plain, ard carpet-like down : where on the contrary, the dogge 
which is trained upon thoſe even Downs, though he be right fa- 
mous and excellent, when he comes to run in the deep well 
plowed Field, is to ſeek where to beſtory his feet, and can nei- 
ther ſheiy ſpeed, cunning nor endurance. 

Now the Gentlemen which dwell on the Downs and plain yy;,,1jenc; 
Grounds, to maintain the reputation of their dogs, afhrm them in Grey- 
to be much more nimble and cunning in turning, then the Vale hounds, 
dogs be, becauſe the fairneſs of the Earth oiveth them ſo much 
advantage over the hare, that having her even (as it were) in a 
manner under their feet, ſhe is pur more to her ſhifts, and irives 
with greater art of ſleights todeceive, and get advantage of the 
Grey-heund. And t is true, for by reaſon of the advantage of 

their Hills, whichare great and ſteep, though ſmooth and plain, 
I hive ſeen a Vale-dog ſo much deceived, that upon a turn, he 

hath loſt more ground then hath been recoverable in the whole . 
Ef | courſe 
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The ſhapes of 
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Dozs and Bit- 


courſe after : but there is no want of goodeſs, but a little skill, 
which a moneths courſing will -bring a dog ſo ſufficiently unto, 
that he will not need any other reformation, then the knowledge 
of his erroar,: by his loſs of labotrr. Sothat I conclude the good 
dog upon the deeps, will ever beat-the£00d dogs on the plain, 
It 1s an old received opinion amongſt many men of the Leath, 
that the Grey-hound Bitch will ever beat the Grey-hound dog, 
by reaſon of her more nimbleneſs, quickneſs and agility ; And. 
it is ſometitnes ſeen, that a perfe&t good Bitch indeed, hath 
much: adyantage of an ordinary dog : but it the-gcod dog meer 
with the good Bitch, there is then no compariſon bur the dog 
will be her Maſter, in as much as he exceedeth her both in length 
and {trength,the two main helps in courſing ; for her nimbleneſs 
is then no help: fith-a good dog in the turn, will loſe as little 
oronnd as any bitch whatſoever. p16 
Yet thus much I would perſvade all Gentlemen of the Leaſh 
to be very careful in their breeding, to breed upon the beſt Bit- 
ches they can provide , for it is found in experience,that the beſt 
dog upon an indifferent Bitch, will not get ſo good a whelp,as an 
indifferent Dog upon the beſt Bitch. And amongſt theſe Ob- 
ſervations in breeding Grey-hounds, -m ſhall obſerve to have 
your Dogs and Bitches of equal and indifferent ages, as about 
three or four years old at the moſt ; but in caſe of need, your 
Bitch vill endure a great deal longer then your Dog,and to breed 
_ a young dog, or an old bitch, may bring forth an excellent 
Whelp. | 
Toching the ſhapes of Grey-hounds (from whence you (hall 

take the beſt colle&ions for their goodnefſes) they are certain 
and moft infallible ; Therefore touching Grey-hounds, when 
they are Puppies or young Whelps, thoſe which are moſt raiv- 
bon'd, lean, looſe made, fickle or crooked hought, and generally 
unknit in every member, are ever likely to make the beſt dogs, 
and molt ſhapely : but ſachas in the firſt three or four moneths 
are round, and cloſe truſt, fat, freight, and as it were full ſum'd 
and knit in every member, never prove good, ſwift or come- 
ly. | 

: Nov after your dog comes to full growth, as at a year and 
a half, or tivo years old, he would then have a fine OW 
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head, with a ſharp noſe, ruſh grown ffom the Eye downward : 
A full cleare eye with long Eyelids, a tharp ear, ſhort and cloſe 
falling, a long neck alittle bending, with a looſe hanging we- 
zand,a broad breaſt, ſtrait forelegs, ſide hollow, tis raight, 
a ſquare and flat back, ſhort and ſtrong fillets, a broad ſpace be- 
tiveen the Hips, a ſtrong ſtearn or tay], and a round foot, and 
good large clefts, Now for the better help of your memory 
I will give you an old rime left by your fore-Fathers,from which 
you ſhall underſtand the true ſhapes of a perfe& Grey-hound, 
and this it is. | 


If you will have a good tike, 

Of which there are fem like, 

He muſt le headed like a ſnake, 
Necks like a Drake, 

Backt like a beam, 

Sided like a Bream, 

T a)led like a Rat, 

And footed like a Cat. 


Theſe being the principal members of a good Grey-hound, if 
they reſemble the proportions of the things above named, the dog 
cannot chooſe but be moſt perfect. | 
When you have thus a perfe& and well ſhap'd Grey-hound, Dyeting of 
your nextrule is to apply your ſelf to the dyeting and ordering of Grey- —_— 
him, for the pleaſare.to which you keep him ; that bringing him * ure» 
to the uttermoſt height or ſtrength of wind, you may know the 
uttermol? goodneſs that is within him, which, diſorderly and foul 
keeping will conceal, and you loſe a Jewel for want of knowledg 
of the value, 

Dyeting then of Grey-hounds confiſteth in four eſpecial things, Of what die- 
to wit, ftood,exereiſe, ayring and kennelling , the firſt nouriſhing ing confiſtert, 
the Body, the ſecond the Limbs, the thixd the Wind, and the la 
the Spirits, 

To ſpeak then of food, it is two-fold, either general, or par= Of food, 
ticular ; general as for a continual upholding and maintaining of .. - 
a dog in good ſtate of body, being.in good plight and liking ; or 
particular, when a dog: is either poor, fick, or prepared for waz 
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| ger, ſtandeth in need of particular foods of advantage. 

Of general The beſt general food for the ordinary upholding of a Dog 

foog, in a good ſtate is, chippings, cruſts of bread, ſoft tender bones: 
or griſſels. of Veal, Lamb, or ſuch like, firſt ſcalded in Beef- 
broth not very (alt, or other broaths in which hath been boyled 
Mutton, Veal, or Veniſon, or any kind of Pullen ; or for want 
thereof, other clean ſcalding water. After your chippings or 
bread is ſcalded, you ſhall let it Rand and cool, then when your. 
feeding-hour cometh, you ſhall take as much good milk, flotten 
milk, or butter-milk (but the beſt is moſt wholſome) as will 
fully or more then whiten the ſame ; for it is to be intended, 
that your water muſt be all drunk up into your bread, and your 
milk mult only make it ſim, and with this ſeed your dog morn- 
ing and evening atter you come from watkirg him, and give him 
a good and ſufficient meal thereof, for this will only maintain 
ard uph.ld him in good ſtateof body, being troog ard luſty 
ia fleſh before. | 


For particular food, which is when a dog is poor, fick, or to 
prepared for 2 wager,they be theſe: FirR,ifhe be poor in fleſh, 
fickly or weak, the beſt food you can raiſe him up withall, -is to 
take ſheeps heads, wooll and all, clean waſht,and break themall 
to pieces ; then putthem into a Cauldron or Kettle,and after the 
water hath riſen,& 1s clean ſcum'd, put unto it good ſtore of Oat- 
meal and ſweet pot-hearbs ſmall chopt together,and ſo boyl-it till 
the fleth be tender z then with this meat and the pottage feed 
your Grey-hound morning and evening, and it will ſoon put him 
into great luſt and ſtrength : bur if you will prepare him for match 
Food for a and Wager, then you ſhall make him this diet-bread : Take a 
match; peck of the fineſt and dryeſt Qatmeal, and two pecks of good 
Wheat; and having ground them together, boult the meal 
through a fine doulting cloath, and then ſcatrering amongſt it a 
pretty quantity of Annis-ſeeds. and Licoris well beaten toge- 
ther, knead it up with the whites of Eggs, new Ale and Barm 
- Mixt together, and ſo bake it in pretty round loaves reaſonable 
Hours of feed- hard : with this bread either ſcalded, as- was before thewed in 
ing, your chipping3, or put into the pottage with ſtheeps heads warm, 
feed your dog morning arid eyening, to wit, half- an hour after 
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Sun-riſe, and halfan hour before Sun-ſet, when you come from 
walking or airing him, and it will bring him to exceeding great 
Arengh of body, and purenefle of wind. 

For the exerciſe of your Greyhound, it confiſteth likewiſe in Of exerciſe b 
two things, courſing and airing; and\they de every way as ne- courfing, 7 
ceflary as is food, becauſe it only bringeth ability to his licabs , 
and petfitnefle ts his wind: To ſpeak then of courfing, you ſhall 
not faile to courſe him at leaſt twice a week, if your courſes be 
ſtrong and long : but thrice a week if they be but reaſonable, as a 
mile, or a mile and a half at moſt; and ſometimes if your courſes 
be ſhort, under a mile. In courfing you ſhall obſerve two things, 
blood and labour, blood, which is a heartning and animating of 

our dog to delight in the pleaſure, when he finds the reward of 

is pains taking; for if a dog courſe continually, and never, kill . 
the. hare, the ſport will grow irkſome unto him,and therefore now _ 
and then give him ſuch advantage,that he may kill the hare: then 
labour, which is contrary to killing, for in it you maſt give the : 
hare all indifferent advantage both by Laiv and otherwiſe,wheteby 
the may ſtand long betore the dog, and make him ſheyy his utter- 
moſt ſtrength before he.beable to reach her. + 


Afeer your dog hith courſed, if h2 kill, you (hall by no means g(,,..... 
ſaffer him to break the hare; but having os her fans him, firſt = ws. 
cleanſe his mouth and chaps from th2 wool of the hare, and then 
eve him to eat, the Liver, Lights, and heart, and ſo tike him up 
11 your leaſh, lead him home, and there firſt waſh his feet in a - 
little butter and beer, and (o put him upin the kennel, and half 
an-hour after feed him for upon his courſing dayes, you muft by 
no means give him any meat more then-a white-bread coaſt and 
butter,or a to3ft and oyle,which muſt be given before his morning . 
ayring, and ſo kennelled till he go to- his Tourſe. 


Touching ayring or walking of Grey-hounds, which 1s a great, e... 
nouriſher and encreaſer of wind, it muſt duly be done every c,,;fng, 
morning before Sun-riſe, and every evening before or after Sun- 
ſet, in this manner: as ſo9n as you have opened your kennel, and 
rubb'd your dog over With a clean hair-cloath, © you ſhall let him 
play a little about : you, before © the kennel. door , _ 

| take 
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houng, 


take him up in your leaſh and walk him forth in the field, 
where for the moſt part are not ſheep or other (mall Cattel,which 
they may out of wantonneſs indanger, and there let him looſe, 
and give him leave to play and ſcope about you, ſo that he may 
skummer, piſs, and empty his body ; which when he hath done 
ſufficiently, you ſhall then take him up in the leaſh again, and ſo 
walk him home and kennel him ; this you ſhall do after the ſame 
manner in the Evening ; and alſo if your Dog be ſtrong and luſty 
at night afrer Supper, and then bringing him home bring him to 
the fire, and there let him ſtretch and beak himſelf, and. with 
your hand grope and cleanſe him from ticks, and other filth, 

_ done, lead him to the kennel, and ſhut him up for all 
night, | 

'Now for the kennelling of Greyhounds, it is a right neceſſary 
ation, and muſt be performed with all dilzgence, for it breeds in 

dogs, luſt,ſpirit and nimbleneſlſe,prevents divers miſchances,and 
keeps the powers from ſpending, till time of neceſſity: and there- 
fore you ſhallby no means ſuffer your dog to be out of the kennel, 

but in the hours of feeding) walking, courfing, or when you have 

ot her neceſſary biffineſles to do about him. 


CHAP, VII. 


The Lames of the Leaſh or conrſing, as they were commanded) 
allowed, and ſabſcribed by Thomas late Duke of Norfolk, 
in the Raign of Queen Elizabeth. Fae 


Ow lafily touching the Lawes of th2 Leaſh, or conrfing, 
though they be uncertainly received, and alter with mens 
various opinions, yet theſe under-written were held for authen- 
tical once, and invented, received and ſubſcribed unto by : many 
noble and worthy Perſonages, ſuting fully with the Reaſons and 
Grounds of the paſtime, *- | | =T 
Firſt therefore it was ordered,T hat he which was choſen Feiv- 
terer, or letter-looſe of the Grey-hounds, ſhonld receive the 
Grey-hounds match to run together into his Leaſh, asſo9n as he 
came into the field;- and to follow next to the Hate-finder till he 
came unto the Form; and no horſemen ftior footman, 6n pain of 
mn. diſerace, 
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diſgrace, to go before them, or on either fide, but dire&ly be- 
hind, the ſpace of forty yards, or thereabouts, 
ltem, That not above one brace of Grey-hounds do courſe a 
Hare at one inſtant, 
Tre, Thatthe Hare-finder ſhould give the Hare: three ſo- 
hows before he put her from her Lear, to make the Grey-hounds 
91ze and attend herrifing, | 
[tem,That the Fewterer ſhall give the Hare twelveſcore Laiy, 
ere he looſe the Grey-hounds, except it be in danger of lofing 
ſight, | | 
""hew, That dog that giveth the firſt turn, 1f after the turn be 
given, there be neither coat, (lip, nor wrench extraordinary,then 


' he which gave the firſt turn ſhall be held to.win the wager. 


Item, If one dog give the firſt turn, and the other bear the 
Hare, then he which bore the Hare ſhall win, 

[tems If one dog give both the firſt tum and laſt turn, and no 
other advantage between them, that odde turn thall iin the 
wager, | 

rem, That a coat ſhall be more then tivo turns, and a go-by, 
0: the bearing of the hare, equal with two turns, | 

tem, If neither dog turn the hare, then he which leadeth laſts 
at the covert, ſhall be held to win the wager. 

[{tem, It one dog turn the hare, ſerve himſelf, and turn her 
again, thoſe tivo turns ſhall be as much as a eoat. 

Item, If all the courſe be equal, then he only which bears the 
hare ſhall win, and if ſhe be not born, then the courſe muſt be 
adjudged dead. 

Item, If he which comes firſt into thedeath of the hare, takes 
her up and faves her from breaking, cheriſheth the dogs, and 
cleanſeth their mouths from the wooll, or other filth of the Hare, 
for fach courtefie done, he ſhall in courtefie challenge the Hare, 
but not doing it, he ſhall have noright, priviledge or title there- 
i, 
tems, Tf any dog ſhall take a fall inthe courſe, and yet per- 
form his part,he ſhall challerge advantage of a turn more then he 


oiveth. 


Item, If one dog turn the Hare, ſerve himſelf, and give divers 


coats, yet in the end land ill in the field, the other dog with- 
out 
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out turn giving,running home to-the covert,that dog which ood 
Rill in the field, ſhall be then adjudged to loſe the wager, 


[tem, If any man ſhull ride over a dog, and overthrow him in - 


his courſe( though the dog were the worſe dog in opinion } yet 
the party for the offence, {ball either receive the diſgrace of the 


field, or pay the wager ; for between the paries,it ſhall be adjud- - 


ed no courſe. 
1:em, Thoſe which are choſen Judges of the Leaſh, ſhall give 


their judgments preſently before they depart from the field, or 
' elſe he, in whoſedefault it lyeth, ſhall pay the wager by a gene- 


ral voice and ſentence. 
And thus much for the Lawes of Courſing, and thoſe particu- 


larities which dodepend thzreupon*: Allwhich, I ſubmic unto 
the corre&ion and amendment of thoſe Worthy and well-know- 
12g Gentlemen, who having the Office of the Leaſh conferred 
upon them, have both Authority and Power to make Lawes 
therein, according unto the Cuſtoms of Coantries , and the 


Rule of Reaſon. 


The end of Hunting. 


Of 


_ 
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CHAP. VIIL 


Of divers ther particnlar Recreations. 


wy Here be many other particular Recreations ne- Of ſhooting 
ceſſary for the knowledge and practice of our inthe Long= 
Husbandman ; As firſt, Shooting in the Long- Þ9w- 
bow, which is both healthful for the Body, and y 
neceſſary for the Common-wealth ; the firſt, 
extending the Limbs, and making them pliant : 
the other, enabling ſtrength fit to preſerve and defend his Coun= 
try. Andfirſt, for ſhooting in the Long-boiw, a man muſt ob- 
ſerve theſe ferv Rules, firſt, that he have a good Eye to behold - 
and diſcern his mark, a knowing judgment to underſtand the 
diſtance of ground, to take the true advantage of a fide-wind, 
and to knoiv in what compaſs his Arrow muſt fiye, and a quick 
dexterity to give his ſhaft a ſtrong, ſharp and ſuddain looſe ; he 
muſt in the ation it ſelf and fair, comely, and upright with his 
boily, his Left foot a convenient ftride before his Right, both his 
hammes Riff, his left Arm holding bis Bow in the midſt Rretchr 
freight out, and hisRight Arm with his three firſt fingers and 
his thumb drawing the ſtring to his right. Ear, the notch of h's 
atirow reſting between his fore-finger, and long finger of his right 
hand, and the ſteal of his Arrow below the feathers-upon the 
| Gg - middle 
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Of Shooting 
in Croſle- 
bowes. 


Of bowling, 


middle knuckle of his fore-finger on his left hand, he ſhall draw 


his Arrow up cloſe unto the head and deliver it on the inſtant. 
without hanging on the ſtring; the beſt Bow is either Spaniſh or 


Englith Yew, and the worſt of Witchen or Elme ; the beſt ſhaft 
is of Burch, Sugar-cheſt, . or Brazel ; and the beſt feathers gray 
or white, A 

The Marks to ſhoot at are three, Butts,Pricks,or Rovers ; the 
Butt is a levell Mark, and therefore would have a ſtrong Arroiv 
with a very broad Feather : The Prick is a Mark of ſome com- 
paſſe, yet moſt certain in the diftance, therefore would have 
nimble ſtrong Arrows with a middle feather, all of one weight 
and flying: the Rover is a mark uncertain, ſometimes long, 
ſometimes ſhort, and therefore muſt have arrows lighter or hea- 
vier, eccording unto the diſtance of place. 

If infirmity i the Arm, or Back, take from a man the uſe of 
the Long-boww, he may then with a Crow-bow made for gafel 
carried upon a ſtring, and the neather end placed in a reſt, with 
arrowes made ſtrong, heavy, and ſuitable to the ſtrength of the 
Bovy, ſhoot at all the former Marks,and reap the ſame pleaſure he 
formerly did with his long bow, 

There is another Recreation, Which howſoever unlavfullin 
the abuſe thereof, yet exerciſed with moderation, is even of Phy- 
fitians themſelves held exceeding wholſome, and hath been pre- 
ſcribed for a Recreation to great Perſons, and that is bowling, 
in which a man fhall find great Art in choofing out his Ground, 
and preventing the Winding, Hanging, and many turning ad- 
vantages of the ſame, whether it be in open wide places, or in 
cloſe Allies: And in this ſport the chooſing of the Bowl is the 


oreateſt cunning : your flat bowls being the beſt for cloſe Allies: * 


your roand byafſed bowls for open gronnds of advantage, and 


your roand bowls like a ball, for green ſwarths that are plain and. 


levell. 

Not inferiour to theſe ſports, 'either for health or ation, are 
the Teniſe,or Baloon ; the firſt beihg a pRiim? in cloſe or open 
Courts, ſrciking alittle roand ballto and fro, either with the 
palms ofthe hand, or with Racket. The other a ftrong and mo- 
ving ſport, in the open field, with a great ball of double _— 
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fill'd with wind, and fo driven to and fro with the irength of a 

' mans Arm, arm'd in a brager of wood ; either of which aRi- 
0:35, mult be learnt by tae Eye and praQtice, not by the Ear 
or Reading, 
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Of Angling,&Cc. 


CHAP. 1X, 


The whole Art of Angling ; as it was written in a ſmall Treatiſe 
in Rime, and now for the better underſtanding of the Reader 
put into Proſe, and adorned and enlarged. And firſt of 

| Angling, the Vertue, Hſe and Antiquity. 

& into the hearts of men, and there lodged up with ſuch a 

caref.l guard and attendance, that nothing is more Su- 
pream, or ruleth with greater ſtrength in their affections ; and 
fince all are nov become the Sons of Pleaſure, and every good 
is meaſured by the delight it produceth : what work unto men 
-can be more thankful then a diſcourſe of that pleaſure which is 
moſt comely, moſt honeſt, and giveth the moſt liberty to Divine 
Meditation ? and that without all queſtion is the Art of Angling, 
which having ever been moſt hurtleſly neceflary, hath been the 
ſport or Recreation of Gods Saints, of moſt holy Fathers, and of 
many Worthy and Reverend Divines, both dead, and at this time 
breathing, The uſe of 


For the uſe thereof ( in its own true and unabuſed nature) aypling. 
Gg 3 carrieth 


Ince Pleaſure is a Rapture, or power 1n this laſt Age,ſtoln 
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rieth 1n 1t neither covetouſneſs, deceit, nor anger, the three main 
ſpirits which ever (in ſome 1ll meaſure)rule in all other pattimes: 
neither are alone predominant withoat the attendance of their 
ſeveral hand-maids, as Theft, Blaſphemy, or Blood-thed : for in 
Dice-play, Cards, Bowls, or any other ſport where money is the 
goal to which mens minds are direted, what can mans avaiice 
there be accounted other then a familiar Robbery, each ſeeking 
by deceit to couzen and ſpoyl others of that blifſe of meanes 
which God hath beſtowed to ſupport them avd their families. 
And as in every contention there muſt be a better-hood or 11- 
per-excelling ; ſo in this, when the weaker deceipt is deprived 
of his expeation, how doth it then fall into Curſes, Oaths, and 
faries, ſuch as would make Vertue tremble with the imaginati- 
ons 2 | 

Bat in this Art of Angling there is no ſuch evil, no ſuch ſinful 
violence, for the greatelt things it coveteth, is for much labour a 
little Fiſh, hardly ſo much as will ſuffice Nature in a reaſonable 
Romach : for the Angler muſt intice, not command his reward ; 
and, that which is worthy millions to his contentment, another 
may buy for a groat in the Market, His deceipt worketh not 
upo!1 men, but upon thoſe Creatures whom it is lawful to beguile 
for our honeſt Recreations or needfal uſe ; and for all rage and 
fary it mult be ſo great a ſtranger to this civil paſtime, that if it 
come bat within view or ſpeculation thereof, it 15 no more to 
be eſteemed a pleaſure : For every proper good thereof in the 


© very inſtant faileth, ſhewing unto all men that will undergo any 


delight therein, that it was firſt invented, taught, and ſhall for 
ever be maintained by Patience only, And yet I may not ſay, 
onely Patience ; for her other three Siſters have likewrſe a com- 
manding in this exerciſe, for Juſtice direReth an1 appointeth out 
thoſe places where men may with liberty uſe their ſport, and nei- 
ther do injury to their Neighbours, nor incur the cenſure of in- 
civility. Temperance layeth down the meaſure of the ation, 
and moderateth defire in ſuch good proportion, that no Exceſs is 
found in the over-floy of their affe&tions, . Laſtly, Fortitude en- 
ableth the Mind to undergo the travail and exchange of Wea- 
thers, with a healthful eaſe, and not to deſpair with a little ex- 
pence of tim2, but to perſevere with a conſtant imagination in the 
end t0-obtain both pleaſure and ſatisfaction. Now 
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Now for the Antiquity thereof (for all pleaſures, like Gentry, +” 
are held to be moſt excellent, which is moſt ancient) it is by ſome _ 
Writers ſaid to be found out by Dexcalion and -Pyrrha his Wife, © > O>* 
after the general flood. Others write, It was the invention of 
Satern, after the Peace concluded betwixt him and his brother 
Titan: And others, That it came from Belas the Son of Nimrod, 
who firft invented all boty and veituous Recreations. And all 
theſe though they ſavour of fiction, yet they differ not from truth, 
for it is moſt certain, that both Dexcalion, Saturn, and Belus are 
taken for figures of Noah and his Family, and the invention of 
the Art of Angling, 1s truly ſaid to come from the Sons of Seth, 
of which Noah was moſt Principal. Thus you ſee it is good, as * 
having no coherence with evil ; worthy of uſe, in as much as it 
is mixt with a delightful profit: And moſt antient, as being the 
Recreation of the firſt Patriarchs ; Wherefore now I will pro- 
ceed to the Art it ſelf, and the means to attain it, 


CHAP. .X. 


Of the Angle-Rod, Lines, Cerks, and other too!s for 
Angling, 


N as much as the firſt Ground-Work or Subſtance of this Art = 
of Angling conlifteth in the implements belonging and apper- 
taining thereunto, and that except a man be poſleti of them which 
are moſt exa&,nimble or neceflary for the ſame,his labour is vain, 
and to l».tle. or no purpoſe imployed, and for as much as the 
Angle Rod is the greateſt, principalleſt, and ſole DireRor of all 
other Tools belohging thereunto, I think it not amiſs to begin 
with the choyce and order thereof, according to the opinions of 
the beſt noted Anglers, which either have been mn times paſt, or 

are at this day living. 

| For the choyce then of your Angle-Rod, you ſhill underſtand 
that ſome Anglers are of opinion, that the beſt ſhould be com- 
poſed of two pieces, a main dody, and a ſmall pliantrop. The 
Main body would be of a fine groivn groznd-Witchin, or a 
er0and Elme, of at leaſt nine. or ten foot in length, Rreight, 
ſmooth, without knots, - and .not much differing at either end 19 
one 
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one ſubſtance or thickneſs. It would be gathered at the fall of 
the leaf, near or about Al-hahontide, and laid up in fome dry 
place, where it may lye ſtraight, and of it ſelf ſeaſon ; For to 
beak them in the fire (as many do, when they are green, is not 
ſo good ; but after they be well dryed and ſeaſoned of them- 


ſelves, then to beak them 1a the fire, and ſet them ſo ftreight. 


and even that an arrow cannot ſurpaſs them, is excellent ; then 
you may take off the upper rind, and what with the ſmoak, and 


their own age, their colour will be ſo dark, that they will give 


no refle& into the Water, (which is a principal obſervation). 
Your Rod being made thus freight and ſeaſoned, you ſhall at 
the upper end thereof with an augur or an hot Iron(but a hot Tron 
is the better) burn a hole about three inches deep,. and of a fin- 
gers ideneſs : then on the out-fide of the Rod, from the top 
of the hole unto the bottome, you ſhall wrap it about either with 
ſtrong double twiſted thred well waxed or pitcht, or with Shoe- 
makers rhred many times doubled and well waxed with Shoe- 
makers Wax, and the laſt end faſtned under the laſt folds, fo 
cloſe and fo ſure, that it may by no means looſe : for this will 
keep the Rod from cleaving or breaking in that ſame place where 
the hollowneſs was made. 


The ſtock being thus made, you ſhall into the hole fixe the 
Top, which would be a very ſmall ground Hazel, growing from 
the Earth upward, very ſmooth and freight, which would be 
Cut at the later end of the year, andlye in ſeaſon all the Win- 
ter, the upper Rinde being by no means taken off, neither the 
Rod put into the fire at all, but only ſeaſoned in- a good dry 
place, where it may lye fireight, and have both the Wind and 
ſome Ayr of the Fire to come unto it, This Top muſt be pliant 
and bending, yet of ſuch a ſufficient irengeh, that it will not 
break with any reaſonable jerk, but as it is any way bowed, fo 
to return again to the former ſiraightneſſe, This top and would 
be of a yard and a half, or an Ell at leaſt in length, and at the 
ſmalleſt end thereof would be faltned with a warp of hair,or a 


ſtrong loop of hair, about an inch long, to which you may at plea-- 


ſure faſten your fiſhing line z and the bigger end of the top muſt 


be thruſt into the ſocket of the ſtock, and made ſo faſt, that-it 
| may 
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may not looſen nor ſhake out with any ſhaking or other reaſon- 
able violence. And albeit the Witchin or Ground Elme are 
accounted the beſt to frame theſe main Rocks of, yet I have ſeen 
very good ſtocks made both of Sallow, Beech'or Poplar ; for the 
lighter your Rod is, (ſo it be ſtrong) it is ſo much the better, and 
more for the eaſe of him that uſeth1t. 


There be other approved good Anglers which allow onely the The Angle- 
Rod- which is compoſed all of one entire piece, and think them Rod of one 
ſtronger, nimbler, and leffe caſual : and theſe Rods they would P:fce- 
have choſen ofan excellent ſtreight and well-grown Ground Ha- 
zel, being from the bottome to the top finely Ruſh-grown, the 
upper end thereof being ſmall, plyant and bending, This Rod 
ſhould be gathered at the fall of the leaf, when the leaves are 
ſome fallen and ſome ſticking : as ſoon as you have cut them up, 
you ſhall cut away the leaves and ſmall fprigs, yet [not ſo near 
that you hurt the bark (for that by no means muſt be Nir'd, as 
well for the ſtrength of the Rod, as for the colour, which deing 
dark will not ſo ſoon catch the eye of the Fiſh and offend them.) 
Then bringing your Rods home, you ſhall lay them upon a level 
floor, and preffing them down with good weights, to keep them 
from warping, let them lye and ſeaſon all the Winter. Then 
in the Spring-time take them up for your purpoſe, which is only 
to make the knots ſmooth, and to fix your loop of hair unto the 
upper end. Nov of theſe Rods, the longeſt 1s the beſt, ſa it be 
freight and well grown ; for moſt commonly they are ſo ſhort, 
that they will ſerve to fiſh with but in little narrow Brooks, or 
elſe in a Boat, in great waters. . | 


There be other Anglers, and many of the beſt and appro- The Angters 
vedfſt judement, which alloiv the Angle-Rod of many pieces : Rod of many - 
as thoſe which are made of Cane : each piece exceeding an- pieces. 
other one degree, in ſuch even proportion that being fixed and 
thruſt one within another , they will thew -as one even and 
moſt ſtreight Ruſh-grown body , without any crookedneſs or 
other outivard evil fayouredneſs, Theſe pieces would = be 
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above four foot in length apiece, and three ſuch pieces, which 
make twelve foot, are ſufficient for the ſtock of the Rod, beſides 
the top. Now for thoſe ends which are the ſockets, into which 
you fixthe other Canes, you ſhall hoop them about with fine 


plates of Braſs, - an inch and an half broad, well fodered, and 


ſmoothly filed, which will keep the Cane from cleaving : and 
for the top of this Rod, the round Whale-bone is thought the 
beſt ; and ſurely in my conceit (o it is both for this or any other 


Rod whatſoever; for it 1s tough , frong, and moſt plyant. 
Theſe Rods mot commonly are made to have the ſmall Canes 


thruſt down into the wide Canes, ſothat a man. may walk: with 
them as with a ſtaff, as when he pleaſeth to draw them forth, 
and uſe them as occaſion thall be offered. The onely Exception 
which is taken at theſe kind of Rods, 1s the bright colour of the 
Cane, . which refleting into the water, ofr-times ſcareth the 
Fiih, and maketh them afraid to bite: But if you fiſh in deep 
and thick Waters, there 1s no ſuch matter, for the ſhadow of the 
Rodde 1s not diſcerned through the Sun, onely in ſhallow and 
clear Brooks it is a little hindrance; and therefore he which is 
a Maſter in this Art, will Umber and darken the Rod, by rub- 
bing it over a gentle fire with a little Capons greaſe, and brown 


of Spain, mixt together. 


Of the Lines, 


Nov for your Lines, you thall underſtand that they are to be 
made of the ſtrongeſt, longeſt , and beſt grown 'Horſe-haire 
that can be got, nat that which groweth on his Main, nor upon 
the apper part or ſetting on of his tay], but that which groweth 
from the middle and inmoſt part of his dock, and'ſo extendeth 


it ſelf down to the ground, being the biggeſt and Rrongeſt hairs 


about the Horſe : neither are theſe hairs to-be gathered from 
poor, lean and diſeaſed Jades of little price or value, but from 
the fatteſt, ſoundeſt, and proudeſt Horſe you can find, for the 
beſt Horſe hath ever the beſt hair ; neither would your hairs be 
eathered from Nags, Mares, or Geldings, but from Rlon'd Horſes 
only, of which the black hair is the worſt, the white or gray beſt, 
and other colours indifferent. Thoſe Lines which you make for 
ſmall fiſh, as Gudgeon, Whiting or Menew, would be compoſed 


of three hairs : thoſe which you make for Pearch or Trout, m_ 
| e 
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be of five hairs, and thoſe for the Chub or Barbel, would be of 
ſeven: To thoſe of three hairs, you ſhall add ene thread of 631k ; 
to thoſe of five, two threads of filk ; and to thoſe of ſeven,three 
threads of filk. You ſhall wiſt your hairs neither too bard nor 
too flack, but even'ſo as they may twind and. couch cloſe one 
within another, and no more, without either ſnacling or gaping 
one from another; the end you ſhall faſten together with a Fithers 
knot, which is your ordinary faſt knots, foulded four times about, 
both under and above, for this will not looſe in the water,but be- 
ing drawa cloſe together, will continne,when all other knots will 
fail ; for a hair being ſmooth and Riff, will yield and go back, if 
It be not artificially drawn together, Your ordinary line woald 
be betiveen three and four fadom in length, yet for as much as 
there are diverfities in the length of rods, in the depth of waters, 
and in the places -of ſtanding to Angle in, it ſhall be good to have 
lines of divers lengths, and to take thoſe which ſhall be fitteſt 
for your purpoſe. | | 
Theſe lines, though the natural hairs being white or grey, be 74, colouring 
not much offenſive, yet it ſhall notbe amiſs to colour them ac- of Lines, | 
cording to the ſeaſons of the year, for ſo they will leaft ſcare the 
Fiſh, and ſooneft intice them to bite with moſt greedineſs, and 
of colours, the beſt is the water-green,which you ſhall make after 
this manner : Take a pottle of Allom-water, and put thereunto 
a great handful of Marigolds, and let them boil well, till a yellow 
fcum riſe upon the water, then take half a pound of green Cop- 
peras, and as much Verdigreaſe, beaten to fine powder, and put 
it with the hair into the water, and o ler it boyl again a pretty 
ſpace, and then ſet it by to cool for half a day,then take our your 
hair, and lay it where it may dry, and you ſhall ſee it of a deli- 
cate green colour, which indeed is the beſt water-green that may 
be. .This colour is excellent to angle with in all clear waters 
where the line lies plain, and moſt diſcovered, and will continue 
from the beginning of the Spring, to the beginning of Winter. 
Now if you will have your lines of a yellow colour, you ſhall 
boyl your hair in Allom-water,mixt only with Marigolds, and a 
handful of Turmerick : but if you cannot get Turmerick, then 
you ſhall Ramp ſo much of es” leaves, and mixe 
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itwith the water, and eep your hair therein: tiventy and four 


hours at leaſt. 77 | ; 

Lines of this colour are go0d to Angle with, in waters that are 
clear, yet full of weeds, ſedge, and ſuch like , for it 1s not unlike 
to the Ralks of theſe weeds, and it will well continue to Angle 
withall, the firſt part of the Winter, as from before Afichae/mas, 
till after Chriſtmas. 

If you will have your Lines of a ruſfet-colour,. you ſhall take 
a part of Allom-water, and as much ſtrong Lye, then put there- 
to a handful of ſoot, and as much brown of Spain, and after it 
hath boyled an konr. or two, ſet it by to cool, and when it is cold, 


- Rteep your hair therein a day and a night, and then hang it up to 


dry : theſe coloured lines are good to angle within all deep wa- 
ters, whether they be Rivers or Randing. Pools, as Ponds, and 
ſuch like, and are moſt in uſe from Chriſtmas till after Eaſter. 


Now if you will have.your lines of a brown or duskiſh coſour, 
you ſhall take a pound of /wber, and half ſo much ſoot,and ſeethe 
1t.in.a pottle of Ale a good-ſpace, then when it is: cold, Rteep 
your hairs therein a.day and a night, and then hang them up to 


dry, and the colour will be perfe& ; yet ever the darker you _ 


would have it, the more Umber put unto it : Theſe Lines are 
excellent to angle with-in- Waters that are black,deep and mud- 

dy, be they either ranning or ſtanding Waters, and will conti- 
nue all ſeaſons of the year whatſobver, only in bright Waters 

they are too black, and caft tos large a ſhadow. Laſtly, if you 

would have your Lines of a tawny colour, (although in: the Wa- 
ter it ſheiveth almoſt all one with the other darker-colours) you 
{hall take Lime and Water, mix it together, and Reep your hair 
therein half a day, & then take it forth and Reep itdcuble ſo long 
time in Tanners onze, and then hang it up to dry, and the colour 
will be perfe : theſe lines are beſt to angle within Mooriſh-2nd 
Heathy Waters, which are of areddifh colour, and will ſerve for 
that purpoſe all ſeaſons of the year > if-with this colour or the 
green, you mix a filyer thread,it will not be amiſs : and with-the 
other colours, a gold thread is good alſo, And note, That at 
each end of your hne, you make a loop, the one: to faſten to the 
: fd | top 
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tap of your Rod, being the larger ; and the other to faſten your 
hook-line unto, which would be ſomewhat leſſer. 
. After your Lines be made, you ſhall make your Corks in this gf ge Cork, 


manner ; Take of the beſt and thickeſt Cork you can get, and 
with a fine Razor having pared it ſmooth on the outſide, cut itin- 
tothe faſhion of a long Katherine Pear, big and round at the one 


- end, and long and flender at the other, and accordivg to the 


ſtrength of your Line,ſo make your work bigger or leſſer; as for 
a Line of three hairs, a Cork of an inch and half in length, ard 
as much in compalſs in the thickeſt part, is big enough : and for 
a-Line of more hairs, a Cork of more length and compaſs will 
become it, And indeed to ſpeak truly, foraſmuch as it ſerveth 
but only for a dire&ion to your eye,to know when the fiſh biteth, 
and when you ſhall ſtrike ; the lefler your Cork is, the better it 
is, and breedeth leſs afright in the water, inſomuch, that many 
Anglers will fiſh without any Cork, with a bare quill onfy, but 
that it is not-ſo certain, nor giveth ſo ſure dirgRion as the Cork 
doth. After you have thaped your Cork, you ſhall with a hot 
Iron bore a hole long-wiſe, through the midſt thereof, and into 
that hole thruſt a quill, and through the quill draw your Line, 
and faſteu them both together with a wedge of the hard end of 
the Gooſe feather. And note, That both your quill and your 
wedge be white, for that breedeth leaft offence on the water ; 

en place the ſmaller end of your Cork down toward your 
hook, and the bigger end toward your rod, that the ſmaller end 
finking down with the hook, the bigger may float aloft and bear 
the quill upward, which when'at any time yon ſee or perceive 


- pul'd down into the water, then you may ſafely ſtrike, for 


44 doubt it is an aſſured 62n that the Fiſh hath-bitten at the 
alt. 

There be other Anglers which make ther Corks in the fa- 
ſhion of a Nunne gig, ſmall at both ends, and big in the mid, 
and it is not much to be difliked, onely itisa little ſooner apt 
to fink, and you may thereby firike before the fiih have full 
bitten. Others ſhape their Corks in the faſhion of a whirle, or 
of alittle apple,round Aattiſh of both fides, and this Cork is beſt 
to Angle for the greateſt os it being not ſo w -- 
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fink, will oat till the hook be faſtned, and that the Fiſh begin- 
neth to ſhoot away with the bait, ſo that a mau then ſtriking can 
ſeldome or never _ his __ The: WR 

Next to your Corks,is your hooks, and they be of divers ſhapes 
or Peng and Aſhions , ſome big, ea little, ſome between both, ne 
ing to the Fiſh at which you angle : the beſt ſubſtance whereof 
to make them, is either old Spaniſh needles, or elſe firong wier 
drawn as near as-may be to that height of temper,. which being 
nealed and allaid in the fire,you may bend and boy at your plea-: 
fure, Now for the beſt ſoftning of your wier, if you make your 
heoks of old needles, you ſhall need but to hold them in the 
blaze of a candle till they be red hot, and then let them cool of 
themlelves, and they will be ſoft and pliand enough , but if you 
make your hooks of (trong Spaniſh Wier, you ſhall roul it round, 
and lay it upon burning Charcoals, turning it up and down till 
it be all red hot in every place,,then let it gently cool of it ſelf, 

and it will be ſoft gnough.. 


Now for the-making of your hooks; I adviſe;you to go to ſuch: 
as. are beft reputed for making of them, and buy of all ſorts from: 
the biggeſt to the leaſt ; that 1s to ſay, from that which taketh- 
the.Loach, to that which taketh the. Salmon , and let them lie 
before you for examples : then lo3k of what forts of hooks you 
intend to make, and-with a fine File firſt make the point of your 
book, which would neither be too ſharp, for then it will catch 
hold of every thing, when it ſhould nor , nor too blunt, leſt it 
fail to take hold when there is- occaſion : therefore in that ob- 
ſerve a mean, making it lefſe then a fine needle, and more ſharp 
then a ſmall Pin, When you have made the point, then with a 
thin knife of a very good edge, you ſhall cut-out and raiſe up the 
beard, which you ſhall make greater or leſs, according to -the 
bigneſs of the hook, andthe ſtrength of thewier :- for you muſt 
by no meanscut the beard ſo deep, that thereby you weaken the 
hook, but muſt be as rong in that: place as any other. When 
the point and beard is made, you ſhall with a fine pair of round 
plyers, turn and compaſſe the hook about, making it round,cir- 
eular-wiſe, being ſomewhat more then a ſemi-circle ; _ ever 
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o>ſcrve, that the rounder the compaſſe or bout cometh in, that 
- ſo much the better proportioned the hook is, This done, you 
ſhall leave as much as you think convenient for the thank, and 
th2;1 cut it off from the reſt of the wier z which done, you ſhall 
beat the end doin flat, and ſomewhat broader then the reſt, anal 
fo polliſh and ſmooth it all over, thei heating it red hot in a 
little pan of Charcoal;, put it ſaddaivly into the water, and 
quench it, which will bring your hook to a full ftrength and hard= 
nels.. 

Thus you ſee how to make hooks of all fGizes and ſhapes, whe- 
ther they be fingle or double hooks, for altho1gh the quantities 
alter, yet the ſhapes do not ; and the double hook, which 1s the 
Pike-hook, is no other but two fingle hooks all of one wier tur 
ned contrary-wayes, and this double hook muſt not have the line 
fix'd unto it, but a ſtrong wier joyned unto it,of three inches long, 
well wound, and wrapped with a ſmaller wier : then add to 1t 
another wier of the ſame leveth, as if they were two ſeveral links 
joyned together, and then the line fixed to the laſt link, and 
therefore are called armed hooks, for they defend the line from 
ſhearing or cutting in pieces with the teeth of the Pike, 


Now for your ſingle hooks, you ſhall thus fix them-unto- your 
lines, take a length of your twiſted hurs, containing that num-- 
ber which is fit for the hook, and having made a trong loop at the 
one end, lay the othzr end where there is no bout; upon the in- 
fide of your hook , then witha ſtrong red filk either ſingle or 
double, according to the bigneſs of the hook, being well waxed, 
whip and wrap the hook round about, as thick, cloſe, and ſtrait as 
may be, in ſach ſort as you ſee men whip their Bow-ſtrings, and 
in the ſame manner make the endsof your filk faſt , tnen with a 
ſcifſers cut the filk and hairs off cloſe by the hook, and you may 
be ſure that they wall notlooſe one from another, with reaſonable 
violence. 

After your hook is thus faſtned to your line, you ſhall then 
plumb your line, which is to fix certain pieces of lead, according 
to the bigneſs of your line about it, ſome being in length a quar- 


ter of an inch, ſome bigger, and ſome leſs, according unto the 
weight 


Of other Im- 
plements for 
Angles, 
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weight of-your hook, and-bigneſs of your Cork, for theſe plum- 
mets are but only to carry down your hook, and lay it in the bot- 


tom, neither being (o heavy to make the Cork fink ; nor (o light, . 


as not ith the-ſmalleſt touch to-make the Cork to dip into the 
water ; you-ſhall then-underſtand, that your firſt plummet would 
be twelve or fourteen inches from the hook, the reſt nor above 
one inch diſtance one from another,not being above five or ſeven 
at moſt, albeit ſome Anglers uſe nine, and ſome more, as their 
fancies rule them. There 1s in plumbing of Lines,three ſeveral 
taſhions of Plummets uſed, as one long, another ſquare, and the 
third in a Piamond form, but all tending to one end, have but 
one uſe, and the long ones are accounted the beſt, ſo that they 
be neatly ſet to, and the end very ſmooth and cloſe laid down, ſo 


that they tangle not the Line by catching hold upon weeds, or 


other traſh in the bottom of the water, 


Thus have you ſeen the beſt choice of Rods, Lines,Corks and 
Hooks, and how to fix and couple them all together to do their 
ſeveral Offices « It noi reſteth that we ſpeak of other neceflary 
implements, which ſhould accompany the Painful and Induftri- 
ons Angler, and they be theſe : He ſhall beſides theſe before 
ſpoken of, -have a large musket-bullet, throngh which having 
fixed a double rviſted thread, and thereof made a ſtrong loop, he 
may at his pleaſure hang it upon'his hook, and therewith ſound 
the depth of every water, and ſo know how to plumb his lines, 
and place his Cork in their due places; then he ſhall have a 
large ring of Lead fix inches atleaſt in compaſs, and made faſt to 
a ſmall long Line, through which thruſting your Angle Rod, and 
letting it fall into the water by your hair-Line, it will help to un- 
looſe your hook if it be faſtned ejther upon-weed, or other Rones 
in the water. 

Then he ſhall have a fine ſmooth Board of ſome curious iyood 
for ſheiv ſake, being as big as a. Trencher, and cut battlement- 
wiſe at each end, on which he ſhall fold his ſeveral Lines. His 
Hooks he ſhall have in a dry cloſe Box, he ſhall have a little bag 
of red cloth, to carry his Worms.in, and mixt with them a lit- 
tle freſh monld and Fennel ; then -he ſhall either have a _ 

opt 
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Nopt ho n, in which he ſhall keep Maggots, Bobbes, Palmers,ard 
ſach like, or a hollow Cane, in which-he may put them,. and 
Scarrabs : He thall have a cloſe Box for all forts of live flies, and 
another for Needles, Silk, Thread, Wax, and other looſe hairs; 
then a roub of pitch thread to mend the Angle-Rod withal, if it 
chance to break, a file, a knife, a pouch with many purſes, in 
which you may place all your implements whatſoever ſeverally. 
Laſtly, he fhall have a little fine wanded Peppe to hang by his 

fide, in- which he ſhall put the 6fh he catcheth , and a ſmall 
round net faſtened unto a poles end, wherewith he may land a 
Pike, or any other grear Fiſh of that kind whatſcever, To have 

alſo alittle Boat or Cot, it you Angle in great. Waters, to carry 
you up and down, to the moſt convenienteſt places for your pa- 
ſtime, is alſo right neceſlary, and fit for an Angler ; And thus I 
have ſheed you the ſubſtance ofthe Anglers.inſtrument. 


ECEHAP. Ih 
Of the Anglers Apparell, and inward Qualities. 


| Oncking the Anglers Apparel (for it is a-reſpe& as neceſſt- 
ry as any other whatſoever ) it vould by no means be gariſh, 
light-coloured, or ſhining, for whatſoever with a glittering hew 
refleeth upon the water, immediately it fnghteth the Fiſh, and 
maketh them flie: from his preſence, no hunger. being able. to 
tempt'them to bite, when their eye is offended z and of all crea. 
tures-there 1s none more ſharp-ſighted then Fiſhes are. 

Let then your apparel be plain and comely ; of a dark colour, Anglers appae 
as Rufſet, Tawny, or ſuch like, cloſe to your body, without any rel. 
new faſhioned: flaſhes,. or hanging ſleeves, waving looſe, like 
ſails about you,. for they are like blinks, which will-ever chaſe 
your game from you : Iet-it for your own health and eaſe ſake, be 
warm and yell lined, that neither the coldneſs of the Ayr,nor the 
moiftneſs of the Water may offend you : keep your head and feet 
Pao fromthe offence of them: ſpringeth Agues, and worſe .1n+ 

rmities, 


Now for the inward qualities of the. minde., albeit- ſome grglers vers 
| Writers ues, 
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Writers recCuce them to twelve heads, which indeed whoſoever 


enjoyeth, cannot chuſe but be very compleat in much perfeRi- 
on, yet I muſt draw them into many more branches. The firſt, 


| and moſt eſpecial whereof 1s, that a skilful angler ought to be a 


general 'Scholler, and ſeen in all the Liberal Scienges, as a 
Gratamariangto know ho either to Write or Diſcourſe of his art 
in rue and fitting terms, either withour affeRation or rudeneſs, 
He ſhould have fiveetneſs of ſpeech,to perſivade & intice others 


todelight in anExerciſe ſo much laudable. Heſhould have ſtrength 


of Arguments to defend and maintain his profetſion, againſt eavy 
or flander.He thould have knowledgin the Sun, Moon, and Stars, 
that by their aſpes he may.gueſle the ſeaſonableneſs or unſeaſo- 
ableneſs of the weather, the breeding of ſtorms,and from what 


"Coaſts the winds are ever delivered.He ſhould be a good knower 
of Countries, and well uſed to High-wayes,that by taking the 


readieft paths to every Lake, Brook, or River, his Joarnies may 


be more certain, and leſs wearifome, He ſhould have know- . 


ledge in proportions of all ſorts, whether Circular, Square, or 
Diametrical, that when he thall be queftioned of his diurnal 


.progrefſes, he may give a Geographical deſcription of the angles 


and channels of Rivers, how they fall from their heads, and 
what compaſſes they fetch in their ſeveral windings, He muft 
alſo have the perfeR art of numbring, that in the founding of 
Lakes or Rivers, he may know how many foot or inches each 
ſeverally containeth ; and by adding, ſabſtra&ting, or multiply- 
ing the ſame, he may yield the reaſon of every Rivers ſivift or 
flow current, He ſhould not be unskilful in Mufick,that when- 
ſoever either melancholy, heavineſs of his thoaghts, or the per- 
tarbations of his own fancies, ſtirreth up ſadneſs in him, he may 
remove the ſame with ſome godly Hymn or Anthem, of which 
David gives him ample examples. | 


He muft be of a well ſetle1 &conftant belief,to enjoy the be- 
nefit of his ExpzQation ;-for then to deſpair,it were better never 
to be put in praQice.; And he muſt ever think where the waters 
are pleaſant, and any thing likely, that there the Creator of all. 


good things hath Roced up much of his plenty, and though. your 
| fatisfaQtion 
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ſatisfaCtion be not as ready as your wiſhes, yet you nuſt hope 
fill, that with perſeverance you ſhall reap the tulneſs of your 
harveſt; with contentment : Then he muſt be full of love both to 
his Pleaſure and to his Nerghbout : To his pleaſare, which other- 
wiſe will be irkſome and tedious ; and to his Neighbour, that he 
neither give offence in any particular, nor be guilty of any gene- 
ral deſtruction : then he mult be exceeding patient, and neither 
vex nor excruciate himſelf with loſſes or miſchances, as.in loſing 
the prey when it is almoſt in the hand, or-by breaking his Tools 
by ignorance or negligence, but with a pleaſed ſufferance amend 
errors, and think mi{chances inſtructions to better carefulneſs. 
He muſt then be full-of humble thoughts, not diſdaining when 
occaſion commands to kneel, lye dowa,or wet his feet 0; fingers ; 
as oft as there is any advantage given thereby, unto the gaining 
the end of his labour. Then muſt he be firong and valiant, nei- 
ther to be amazed with Storms, nor affrighted with Thunder, 
but to hold them according to their natural cauſes, and the plea- 
ſare of the higheſt : neither muſt he, like the Fox which preyeth 
upon Lambs, employ all his Labour againſt the ſmaller Frey : 
But like the Lyon that ſeizeth Elephants, think the greateſt Fiſh 
which ſvimmeth, a reward little enough for the pains which he 
endureth. Then muſt 'hebe liberal, and not working onely for 
his own belly, as if it could never be ſatisfied ; but he muſt with 


much cheertulneſſe beſtow the fraits of his Skill amongſt his . 


honeſt Neighbours, who being partners of his gain, will doubly 
renown-his triumph, and that is ever a pleaſing reward to Ver- 
te; ::-;: 

Then muſt he be prudent, that apprehending the Rexſons why 
the Fiſh will notbite, and all other caſual impediments which 
hinder his ſport, and knowing the Remedies for the ſame, he may 
dire& his Labours co be without troubleſomeneſs. - 

Then he:muft have a moderate contentation of the Mind to be 
ſatisfred- with indifferent things, and not out of any avaritious 
oreetineſs think every thing too little, be it neverſo abundant. 

Then muſt he be of a thankful nature, praifing the Author of 
all goodneſs, and ſhewing a large gratefulneſs for the leaſt ſatis- 
faction, 

Ro T1 Then 


. 
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Caurions. 


Then muſt he be of a perfe&t memory,quick and prompt to call. 
into his mind all the needful things which are any way in this ex- 
erciſe tobe implcyed, left by omufiÞn or by forgetfuineſs of any, 
be fruſtrate his hopes, and make his labour effe&tlefle, * Laftly, 
he muſt be of a ſtrong conſtitution of body, able to endure much 
faſting, and rot of a gnaiving lomach, obſerving hours, in which 
if it be unſatisfied, it troubleth both the Mind and Body, and lo-. 
ſeth that delight which maketh the paſtiwe only pleaſing, 

Thus having fhewed the inward Vertues and Qualities which 
ſhould alwayes accompany a perfect Angler, it is very meet noiv- 
to give unto you certain Cautiors, which being caretully obſer- 
ved, you ſhall with more eaſe obtain the fulneſs of your defires. 
Firft theiefore, when you go to Angle, you ſhall obſerve, That 
all your Tools, Lines, or Implentents be (as the Sea-man ſaith} 
yaresfit, and ready ; for to have them ravell'd, ill made or in un- 
readineſs, they are great hindrances unto your pleaſure. Then 
look that your baits be good, ſweet, fine and agreeing with-the 
ſeaſon : for if they be otherwiſe unproper in any of their natures, 
they are uſeleſs, 8& you had better have been at home then by the 
River, Then you muſt not Angle in unſeaſonable times, for the 
Fiſh'beirfg not inclined to bite, it is a irange inticement that can 
compel them. Then you muſt be careful neither by your appa- 
rel, motions, or too open ſtanding, to give affright tothe Fiſh ; 
for when they are ſcared they flye from you, and you ſeek ſociety 
in an empty houſe. Then muſt you labour in clear and untroubled 
waters, for when the- Brooks are any thing white, muddy and 
thick either through inundations or other trouble, itis impoſſhble 
ro get any thing with the Angle : Then, to reſpe& the:temper 
of the weather, for extream wind or extream cold-taketh away 
all manner of apperite from Fiſh :. So doth likewiſe too violent 
heat, or. rain thats great, heavy, and beating, or. any Storms, 
Snows, Hail or Bluſtrings, eſpecially that which cometh from 
the Eaſt, which of all is the worſt, Thoſe which blow from. the 
South are beſt , and thoſe which come from the North or Weſt 
are indifferent, Many other Obſervations there are,. but. they 
hall follow in their due places. 
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a» CHAP. XII. 
Of the beſt and worſt Seaſons to Angle in, and their Uſes. 


Efore I dire& you in the beſt Seaſons,and their contrary,for 
LI the general Artof Angling, I think it not amiſs, a little by : 
the way, to give you a glance or ſpeculation how to order your 
Body and Art of each ſeveral water : for the manner of your 
Randing and concealing of your ſelf is a material ard chief point 
in this Art, 

Know then, That if you Angle in any Pond or ſtanding Water, The Anglers 
you (hall-before you fall to your buſineſs, with yoar Plumbe, manner of 
ſound the Water in divers places, and where you find it deepeſt, ſtanding, 
blackeſt, and leaſt tranſparent, there you ſhall ſtand to Angle, 
placing your ſelf under the bank, and if t be poſſible, ſo as your 
ſhadow may be carried from the Water : For you muſt at no 
time, if you can chuſe, let your ſhadow lye upon the water : and 
although in theſe deep places your ſtanding epen or cloſe, are 
either of them reckoned indifterent, becauſe the waters depth 
18 a ſufficient concealment, yet the cloſer you ſtand, is accoun- 
ted amongft Anglers moſt handſome and artificial, 

But if you go to Angle at the Riverzthen the beſt place to caſt 
in your Line, 1s, where it is deepeſt and cleareſt, ſo as you may 
behold the Sand or Gravel at the bottome : and in theſe places 

ou ſhall ftrive to conceal your ſelf as much as poſſible, as Rand- 
ing behind Poplars, Oziers, or other Trees, or under the co- 
vert. of ſome Bank, Rock, or other ruines at the fide of the Ri- 
ver : alſo in covert places, where are many Weeds, Roots of 
Trees, and other rubbiſh, is good Angling, but very trouble- 
ſome : for Fiſh Tying there warm and in ſafety, will have a great 
reſort thereunto, and. bite freely,ſo that the Angler muſt be care- 
ful in the putting in of his hook, and very deliberate in ſtriking, 
left doing any thing raſhly, he break his Line and hook, being 
neverſo little intangled. ; 

It,is good alſo to Angle in Whitle-pools , for they being 
like pits within the Rivers , are ſeldome unfurniſhed of the 


greateſt Fiſhes ; alſo, it is good to Angle at the falls of water,as 
Ii 2 under 
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The beſt ſea- 
ſon to Angie 
In, 


Seaſons ill to 


Angle ins 


under Bridges, ſtanding behind the Jawmes and Arches, or at the 
flood-gates of Mills, being hid with the higher Timbers. And 
generally where you ſee the water is deepeſt,cleareſt and calmeſt, 


being leaſt troubled with'wind'or weather, is the fitteſt place to 


angle in. Other obſervations there are, but they will follow mn 
more neceſlary places. | 


Toreturn then to our firſt purpoſe. You ſhall know the beſt 


feaſon to Angle in, is from 4pri/ to the end of Ofober, ſpeaking 


of the general uſe of the pleaſure ; and the beſt hours alſo in ge- 


neral account, are from four in the morning till nine, and from: . 


three in the Afternoon till after five in the Evening, the wind 
blowing trom South, Welt, or North, and the ayr temperate, in- 
clined ro warmnets ; bur to ſpeak of particular obſervations of 
ſeaſons, kno'y, that if the day be dark, cloſe and lowring,or have 
z gentle whiſtling and playing upon the water,it is good to Angle 


1:3,and the Fiſh will bite with pleaſure-; Nay, if a fine mizling - 


dew of Rain fall gently, without violence, they will then bite 
the faſter : Alſo atter Floods are gone away, and the Rivers are 
come within their own Banks, the firſt cleerneſs recovered; and 
the water pure, then it is good to Angle, And generally for 
your Summer Angling, chooſe the cooleſt time of the day, for in 


the heat of the day Fith betake themſelves to their reſt, and will . 


neither bite nor play. 


But for your Winter Angling, which is from Ofsler to April, 


you ſhall not make any difference of time; if the weather be 
calm, tor all honrs of the Sun are alike, only the noon-tide or 


mid-day is moſt preferred, eſpecially in Pondsand Randing wa- 


ter. Ifthe water where you Angle, ebbe or flow, the beft time 
of Angling, is held tobe 1n the ebbe : yet.in ſome places where 
the Tide is not great, there the flood is preferred. Laſtly,when- 
ſoever you ſee the Trout play or leap above the water, and the 
Pike ſhut in purſuit of other fiſhes, it 1s then a very good time 


to Angle 1n, uſing ſuch baits as are then meet for the moneth. and. - 


ſeaſon, as ſhall be ſhewed hereafter. : 
Now forthoſe ſeaſons which are naught to Angle in, there is 

none worſe than in the violent heat of the day,or when theWinds 

are londeR; Rain heavieſt, Snow and Hail extreameſt : Thunder 


and Lightning are offenfive, or any ſharp ayr which flyeth from - 


the 
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the Eaft : The places where men uſe to waſh Sheep you ſhall 


forbear; fer the very ſmell of the Wooll will chaſe tiſh from 
their haunts, Land-flcods are enemies to Anglers; ſoalbat the 
fall of the Leaf is the ſhedding of leaves intothe water,and many 
other ſach like pollutions,of which we will ſpeak ſomething more 


hereafter. 


Therefore, to conclude this Chapter, and to ſhew you as well of Fithes 
how to find your fiſh, as the Art to take it being found, you Gall Haunts, 


kaow, that the Carp, Eele, and Tench, do ever haunt muddy 
places : the firſt; which is the Carp, lyeth everin the depth'and 


ttom thereof ; the Tench, among the weeds and roots of Sed- 
ges ; and the Eele under ſtones, blocks, or the roots of Trees, 
The Bream, the Chevin and the Pike, haunt ever inthe cleer 


and ſandy bottom ; the Pike where you ſee great ſtore of ſmall 
fry., the Chevin where the ftream runneth ſyifteRt,and the ſhade 


is ereateſt ; and the Bream where the water is broadeſt, and the 
depth giveth greateſt liberty ; and generally theſe three ſorts of 


F:th delight more in landing Waters then in rannipg Rivers, al- - 
though the ancient Proverb 1s, WEE 


© Antome Eele, and Witham Pike, 
In all England is none fike, 


which are Rivers 11 Linco/nſkire. Now the Salmon hath his 
haunt in the Gvifteft and broadeſt Rivers, whoſe Channels tall 
down into the Sea, The Trout loveth ſmaller Brooks, whoſe 


current is fivift, clear, gravelly,. and ever hath his lodging in the _ 
deepeſt holes that are therein ; and the Perch haunteth Rivers of - 


the ſame nature, only he abideth moſt m Creeks and hollownef- 
ſes, which are about the bank , and indeed theſe three Fiſhes ge- 


>] 


with veeds, and the bottoms hard with gravel ard pibble. 


The Gudgeon, the Loach and the Bulhead hannt ever ſhal- - 


loweſt: places, and where ſtreams are flow yet tranſparent ; The 
Baibel,Roch,Dace and Ruff, haunt the-deep ſhady places of thoſe 


Brogks yvhich are mixt yyith more ſand than gravel, or where the - 


dows - 


clay is firm and not flimy, and delight eyer to lye under the ſha- 


nerally, Salmon, Tront and Perch love clear ftreams, being green. : 
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. Objeition, 


Anſwer. 


' dows of Trees, brambles or other things growing from the.bank, 
. The Luce or Lucern, -which indeed is but the over-grown 
| Pike taunteth the broad and large Mears, which are miles-in 
compaſſe, being deep and ftill, and ever lodgeth in the bottome 
thereof among the Roots and Tufts of Sedge, and Bulruſhes, 


being quiet and leaſt troubled. The Humber haunts the clayie 


Rivers of High Countries ; where the ſoyl is rich and full of 
- Marle, or in Lakes or Ponds of the ſame nature, The Shad and 
Tweat haunt thoſe Waters which are brackiſh,deep, and accuſto- 
-med to ebb and flow : and where they haunt, there commonly 
alſo is found both the Mullet and-Suanrt : all which love to lodge 
cloſe and flat at the bottome of the Water, ſo it be more Ooze 
than gravel. | Res» Logs: 

Bur here now methinks I hear the Curious reprehend me, (ay- 
ing, That it theſe Rules ſhould be infallible, that then no. River 
or Pond could contain above three ſorts of Fiſh only, when 
datly Experience ſheweth us, that ſome Rivers have ten,-ſome 
twenty, and ſome thirty ; As the Trent for example, whoſe an- 
cient name in French is Trianta, w Latine Triginta, and in 
Engliſh Thirty, derived from this ground, becauſe there Rtand- 
eth upon her, Thirty Caſtles, Thirty Market Towns, and are 
itt her Thirty ſeveral ſorts of Fiſhes. = 

_ TowhichT thus anſwer, that foraſmuch as into 'moſt Rivers 
falleth many ſeveral waters and many ſoyls, according unto the 
nature of thoſe Countreys through which the Channels run, that 
therefore every alteration of ſoyt may alter the breed of Fry, 
and many ſeveral kinds may be in one Stream, for that the Ang- 


Ter in the choice of his paſtifne in ſuch places, muſt either have 


a perfe& knowledge how the ſoyls doalter (which he may com- 
monly. know by the bank,) orelſe rely upon his expertence, 


which will be the beſt Tator to dire& him unto-the haunts of ſe- 


veral fiſhes ; but for Ponds or ſtanding Waters which are of one 
earth, there you ſhall ſurely find them beſt proſper, which .are 
before reherſed, 
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CHAP. XIIL 


Of Baits ingeneral, and of every particular kind ; their 
RY eaſt ons, 1 i 2; and Pre/ervations. 


'C Ince I have thus far orderly paſſed over the ontward and in= 

Rtrumental neceflaries appertaining to this modeſt Recreati- 
on, ſhewing the ſeveral tools and implements which are to be 
imployed therein, and have alſo ſhewed the inward and mental 
knowledg which ſhould be harboured in his breaſt that will be an 
Angler ; I will now proceed to ſpeak of the Baits and intice- 
ments, which are the Agents and effeRters of our defires in this 
paſtime , without which all other implements are vain and uſe- 
leſs : for what doth it avail to have all other things in perfeQi- 
on, when this, which is the Rrength and life of the reſt, is either 
imperfe&t or defeRtive ? 


To ſpeak then generally of Baits, they are divided. into three + 


kinds, which are Life-baits, Dead. baits, and Baits living but in 


appearance only. Your Life-baits are Worms of all kinds,eſpe- - 
cully the Red-worm, the Maggot, the Bobb, the Dor, Brown- + 


flyes, Frogs, Graſhoppers, Hornets, Waſps, Bees, Snails, ſmall 
Roches, Bleaks, Gudgeons or Loches. Tour dead baits are 
paſtes of all makings, your brood of Waſps dryed or undryed, the 
clotted blond of Sheep, Cheeſe, Bramble-berries, Corn,Sceds, 
Cherries, and ſuch ike. And your Baits which ſeem to live,yer 
are dead, are Flyes artificially made of all forts and ſhapes, made 
of ilk and feathers about your hooks, which will ſerve: for every 
ſeveral ſeaſon through the year, and being by your Line moved 
upon the water, ſeem to be live Flyes, which the Fiſh with great 
oreedineſs will-catch up and devour. 


Now for the ſeaſonin which theſe baits are moſt profitable, geafcns, - 


you ſhall underſtand that the Red worm will ſerve for ſmall Fiſh 
all the yearlong ; the Maggot is'good in F#/y, the Bobb and Dor 
1 24ay, the brown flyes in. Jane, Frogs in 17arch, Graſhoppers 


. In September, Hornets in July, Waſps and Bees in J#/y, Snails 


in 4g1/t ; for the Roch,Bleak or Gudgeon,they ſerve the Pikes 
at any ſeaſon: all Paſtes are good in ſay, Jane,and Jaly ; drved 
Waipsin 14ay; Sheeps Blgod and Cheeſe in .4pri/; tor Bramble- 


berries, - 
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berries, Corn and ſeeds, they are good at the fall of the Leaf. 
Laſtly, for your dead fiyes, which/are moſt proper for the Trout 
or Graveling,you ſhall know that the Dun Fly 15 good in March, 
being the leſſer ; but the greater Nun Fly will ſerve the later 
end'of Febraary : the Stone Fly is g5od in April, the Red Fly 
and Yellow Fly in 2/ay ; ' the Flack Fly, the dark Yellow Flye, 
and the Moorith Fly in Fane ; the Tawny Fly part in ay, and 
part of Fne ;. the Waſp Fly, and the Shell Fly in Fly ; and the 

Clowdy dark Fly in Auguf. 7 | 
Nov for the making of theſe Flyes, the Cloudy dark Flye-ig 
made of black Woall clipt from betweena Sheeps Eais, and 
whipt about with a black filk, bis wings of the under Mail of the 
Mallard, and his head mate black and ſuitable, fixed upon a fine 
piece of Cork, and tolded ſo cunningly about the hook, that no- 
thing may be perceived dut the point and beard only. The Shell - 
flye is made of fine green Flocks, and the wings of a Pew-glead. 
The Waſp Fly is made of Black Wooll, lapt about with yellow 
filk, and the wings of the down of a Buzzard. The Tawny 
Fly is maC of tawny wooll, and the wings ſet on contrary to an- 
_ *othery and made of the' white down'of a Widgeon. The Moo- 
riſh Fly-is made of fine Flocks ſhorn from a Freeze-egray Ruſlet, 
and the wings of a Drake. The bright. Yellow Fly is made of 
yellow Wooll, and his wings of a Red Cocks yellojy tflain. - The 
{ad Yellow Fly is made of black Wool,with a twiſted yellow filk, 
like a liRt,whipt down on either fade,and the wings of the wings 
of a Buzzard ſet on with black thread. The Black Flye'1s made 
ofblack Wooll, and lapt about with the herle of a Peacacks tay), 
his wings with the brown feathers of the Mallard, and ſome of 
his blew feathers on his head. The Red Fly is made of Red 
wooll, lapt about with black filk, ard the wings of the Mail of a . 
Mallard; with fome of the feathers of a Capon. The Stone Fly 
is made of black wooll-made yellow underthe-wings, and under 
the tayl with filk, and the wings of Drakes down. The greateſt 
Dun Fly is-made of black wooll; and his wings of the:Dun fea- 
thers of a Drakes tayl. The leſſer Dun Fly 1s made of dun wool!, 

and his wings of the Mail of a Partridge. - -. ©. = 

Now for the ſhapes and proportions:of- theſe! Flyes, 1t.is im-. 
poſſible to deſcribe taem without Paintitig,; therefore” you: ay 
| kaKe 
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of theſe ſeveral Flies alive, and ſaying them before you, try how 
near your art can come unto nature, by an equal (ſhape and -mix- 
ture of colours 3 and when = have made them, you may keep 
them in cloſe boxes uncruſhed, and they will ſerve you many 
years. 
Now for the preſervation and keeping of your quick baits (for Preſervation p 
longer then they are neat and ſiyeet they ate not good) you ſhall of Bairs, 
anderſtand,thar they- muſt nor be kept altogether, but every kind 
ſeveral by ir ſelf, and nouriſhed with ſuch comforts, as it deligh- 

teth in, when it is at hiberty, or with ſuch things as they breed in 

or upon when they are firſt taken, And firſt for the Red Worm, 
when you take them, you ſhall put them in a bag of red cloth,and 
chopping a handful of Fennel, mixe it with balf ſo much freſh 
mould beipg black and fertile, and they will both live and ſcour 
therein. There be ſome Anglers which put wet moſfle both urder 

and above them : Others there be, which put Parſly or fiveet 
Marjerom unto them, but the former way is the deſt, ſo you ob- - 
ſerve every fight torengy their earth, or once in two dayes to 
refreſh them with a little new Oxe-dung; and thus you may keep 
them-two-moneths without imperfe@tion. For the great white 
Magoots, yon ſhall mix with them ſheeps tallow, orlittle bits of a 
Beaſts Liver; the beſt way to ſcour them, is to pur them into a 

bag of blankating with ſand, and.hang them where they may have 

the air of the fire,or-other warmth,for the ſpace of an hour or two. 

For Frogs and Graſhoppers, you ſhall keepthem in wet moſs,and 

long graſs, moiſtned every nightin water z and when you angle 

with them, you ſhall cut off their legs by the knees, qnd the 
Graſhoppers wings near unto the body, For other Worms, as * 
-the'Bob, Cadis-worm,Canker,and ſuch [1ke, you ſhall keep them 

with the ſame things you find upon them ; and for all live Flyes, 
youhall uſe thetas you take them,only the Waſp, the Hornet, 

and Humble-Bee,which is without ting, you ſhall firſt dry them 

a little in a warm oven after the bread is drawn, and then dip all 

their head into 'ſheeps blood, and then dry them again, and ſo 

keep them in a cloſe box, and they will continue two or three 
moneths in all good perfe&tion, T5. 5 | 

Now laftly,/t6 ſpeak 6f yoar made baits, which, are paſtes, the Of making 

moſof themwill-LR _—_— and as they be divers, ſoI paſtes: 
| K 
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will ſhew you how to compound every one of them. in his: true: 


and perfect nature. 


4 


irſt, to make Paſtes that. ſhall laſt lorgeſt þ you: ſhall.rake- 
| Bean-flower, and thoſe parts of the Conies leg which is called: 
the Almond of the Coney ; or if it be ofa fat young 'Whelp, or a 


Cat, it is as good : and to theſe put a like _cuantuy. of Virgin 
Wax,and Sheeps Suet,and-then beat them tggether, 1na: Mortar, 
untill they be made one body, then-with.a little:clarited Honey: 


' temper it before the fire, and/ſo make it up 19 round balls, - and 1t. 


wall laſt all the year : And the uſe thereof is,when you angle, to 


bai: yo ur hook therewith, and not any Fiſh which fivimmeth :in- 


frein waters, but will greedily bite thereat., . 


There is.alſo another paſte which s of equal quality and uſe: 


With this,. and will laſt as long; aad that is., to take the Kidney-: 
talloiv of « ſheep, and as much young Cheefe,. and beat them 1n. 


a Mortartill they be one body,then add to them asmuch.Wheat- 


flower as will bring it to an exceeding ſtiffe paſte, then kngad it 


before the fire,and allay the ſtiffneſs with life-honey, and ſo make. 


it up into balls. 


The uſe of this paſte is like the former, Take the blood of z- 


Sheep, and of honey a like quantity, and: beat them. together 
with a lump of freſh. Cheeſe, then with the fine grated crums of 
white bread, work them into a ſtiff paſte, and ſo roul-it up in. 
balls , and when you angle, do notbait your hook therewith, but: 


now and then caſt little pellets thereof into the water,and it will. - 


intice the fiſh to reſort unto you, and.to bite with. great gyeedi- 
neſle. : ; | 


Thete bz others which'take bread crums,. and-beat them in a 


Mortar with ripe Cherries (the ſtones being taken. ont) untill it- 


come toa ſtiff paſte, and then knead it up into balls, and uſe itas 
you do thut which-was haft recited.; . It is moſt approved,and very 
excellent for all ſorts offalh.in freſh-waters. I 4 


4 


Laſtly, If you take the oyl of the Aſpray, and-Coculus Indiz, 
and Afafeetida beaten, and mixe with it asmuch life-Honey,and 
then difſolye them in the oyl of Palypody, and ſo keep it in a 
cloſe glaſs, then when you angle anoint your bait withthis con= 


--, feQtion, and though the weather be neyer {0 unſeaſonable, or the 


6h never{ſojll diſpoſed to bite, yet be ſue you (all not loſe 
| yous 
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your labour, but take them when all men elſe fail of their pur- 
Poſe : for the ſecret hath been rarely approved, and hitherto hath 
been concealed with great ſecreſie. ' A:d thus much fur baits, 


and their uſes. 


CHAP. XIV. 
Of Angling for every ſeveral kind of Fiſh, according 


: to their natures. , 


N, | Ow to ſhew you hboiv you ſhall angle moſt properly for 0 the Gug- 
 VYevery ſeveral Fiſh, with true art, according tothe nature of gean, Rech | 
the fiſh, 1 think it not amiſs, firſt to begin with the Gudgeon, and Dace, 
Roch, and Dace, which being Fiſhes ot eager bice, moit fooliſh, 
leaſt affrightful, and ſooneſt deceived, are the firſt fitteſt preys 
for young Schollers, and ſuch as are but Learners in the Art of 
Avgling . for the eaſinefle of their gaining, will not only ſettle 
an unreſolved mind, birt give unto 1gno:ance both comfort and 
encouragement, 
If then you will angle for any of theſe ſmall Fiſhes in great 
fireams, it ſhall be meet to take a Boat, and finding the places 
of their hannt, which is commonly in ſandy clear wate:s, and 
where they, ran ſviſteſt, there angle for them with your ſmal- 
leſt hooks, well headed, and ſmalleſt Lines, well corkt. Your + 4 
hook woald rather drag than be an inch from the bottome, and 
your beſt bait is the Red-worny, Cod-worm, Maggot, clotted 
blood of Sheep cut in little bits, or elſe the white ſpaiva or b:ood 
of Waſps: and ever as ſoon as you ſee the cork ftir, ſuddenly 
firike, tor rhey will lie nibling at the bait, and finding the. hook, 
forſake it. If you angle for them in ſmall Brooks, you ſhall land 
under B:idges, at the talls of Mills, behind Poplars, or Oziers,or 
aiiy.where, where the ſtream runneth deep and ſvift, Andever 
note, That rehen-your bite fails, yott remoye your place, and ſeek 
out a ney ſtanding... And withall forget not ever when you angle 
for any of theſe fiſh, 'to caſt in ſomg of your paſte before your 
.hook, for this will mike your ſport much more abundant : ard 
- althofgh the Dace out of his.o vn nature biteth high, and near the 
top of the. water, yet theſe baits and_inticements will make him 


| - op, and,be taken eaſily. OS FR UNDER L800 
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of the Carps. 


If you will angle for the Carp, you muſt have a Rrong Rod and 
a ſtrong Line, of at leaſt ſeven or nine hairs, and either mixt with 
green or watchet filk, your cork mu be large, long\and ſmooth; 
your Leads ſmooth and cloſe,and fixr near the hook, and the hook 
almolt of a three-penny compaſs. He is very dainty to bite, but 
at ſome ſpecial hours, as very early in tne morning, or very late 
at night, and therefore he muſt be very much entited with paſte ; 
his beſt Baits are the Moſs-worm,the Red-worm, or the Menewv, 


for he ſeldome refuſeth them. The Cadis-worm is good for him 


in June; and the Maggot, Black-worm orGraſhopper, in 74, 
Auguſt and September. If you moke paſte of ſour Ale, white of 
Eges, and bread-crums, 'it will very much-entice him, Alſo I 
would ever wiſh you before you fiſh for the Carp, to caſt in a 
handfal of white-bread chippings.into the, Pond or River,for they 
will not only entice him to your bait, but alſo give you notice if 
you be near his haunt, for you ſhalt preſently hear him ſmack 
above the water ; and tnen if you miſs him, either your fortune 


or $kill is not good, 


Of rhe Chub, 
Chevinz or | 
T your. 


If you; will angle for the Chub, Chevin or Tront, all your in- 
ſtraments muſt be firong and good; your rod dark and diſcolon- 
red, your line ftrong, but ſmall and ſhort, your hook of a two- 
penny compaſs :; and if you angle with a Flye,then nor lead,nor 
cork, nor quill ; 3f otheriviſe, then all ofa handſome and ſuitable 
proportion. 6 
- The belt Randing to take them, is in cloſe and concealed pla- 
ces, as behind trees,'wats,.or Arches'of 'Bridges ;/ their haunts 
are in clear waters, which ran upon ſand or gravel ; and they are 
1 beſt ſeaſon, from X7arcb till Micharierss. If you angle for 
them with dead Flyes withourLead or-Cork, I have ſhewed you 
11 the former Chapter, the ſeveral Flies for each ſeveral moneth: 
but if you angle forthem 'with other baits,” then'you muſt have 
both Cork and Lead, for he will bitgneat the bottom, yet ſome= 
times you may angle for himwith a ſmall Menew, hang'd atyonr 
hook by the neather parts, without Cork cr Lead, and-ſo draw 
the bait upon. the top of the water , and both with it and with 
every Flye, ſtrike rather before than after he biteth. If you 


angle for him at the ground, in Afarch, April, ay, and Sep- 


tember # 


UMI 


___.od _—— 
=» 


- — —_ 


Country Contextments, 72 


——_— 
—ag_—— re 


Book x. 
tember, the Meney is good bait, ſo 1s the Stone-Fly, Cadis- 
worm, Bob, Red worm, Ditch Canker, young Frogs, the Worm 
that bzeedeth on the Ozier leaf, and the Dock-Canker mixt to- 
gether. In Fane, Crickets and Dor-flies are good. Tn Faly 
the Graſhopper is good, ſo is the Humble-Bee, drygd Waſps,or 
dryed Hornets, or any of their young brood in thEcombs. In 
"Azguſt flying Piſmires are good, ſo is the Colewort-Worm, or 
the Maggot. And in Seprember, Cherries, Mice betore they 
have any hair, or the great Sow-worm. 

If you will angle tor the Eele, the beſt place.is at Weares, Of che Ecle, 
Mill-Ponds, Bridges, hollow Banks, or any ſivift falling. water , 
your Line ftrong,and not above 2. Els in lengrh,and very. heavily 
plumb'd, a good ronnd hook, but no cork, becauſe you muſt not 
ſtrike till the Eel-pluck : neither muſt you by any means pull 
haſtily, but holding your Line (iff, with Labour and Pariggcetire 
himzleſt that tearing his chaps, you loſe him, The beſt bait is the 
 Red-worm, or little pieces of theeps guts. 

The Flounder and Sewant are greedy biters, yet very crafty ; Of c!:t-Floun- 
for they will nibble and ſack ata bait a good while before they 47 and Scw= 
ſwallow it, and if they perceive the hook, they will-flie from it. **** 
Therefore to make them more hiſty of the bait, you muſt ever be 
moving your line, -and ſeldome let it lie fill. [They lie moſt 
commonly in the deepeſt places of the River, 'where the wate 
is ſtilleſt, and ranneth with leaſt force, Alſo they lie near unto 
the bank, and delight moſt in the ſtream which'1s breckiſh,. and 
mixt with the ſalt water. Your lines muſt be irong, and well 
plumb'd: near tothe hook, and the beſt bait is the Red Worm, 
and the young brood of Waſps. = 

The Batbel or Greyling, which-ſome call the Ember, are very of the Grey- 
ſabtile and crafty fiſhes : Therefore you:muſt be very careful that ling or Barbe!, 
' your baits be fiyveer and new, and when you angle for them, do 
. m alt things:as you do for- the Trout , for theſSbite aloft in the 
"Summer, and at the bottom in the Winter. Yougs Lines muſt be 
extraordinary ſtrong, and your hooks of-three penny compaſle, 
for they are fiſhes of weighty bodies, and when they are truck, 
muſt have liberty to play and tire themſelves, or elſe they will 
indanger the breaking of your Rod, and therefore your Line mu 
be of the longeſt fize. _ = 
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'C:i the Tench, 


The be ſeaſon co angle for the Bream, is from the later end 
of Felraary till September : heis a very luſty Rrovg fiſh, and 


therefore your tools inutt be good : the baits an which he moſt * 


del:;ghreth is, in Wornis of all ſorts,.. Butter-flies, green* Fiyes, 
paite w- - crums, or the brood of Waips. 

The TeMich is a Fith that ever loveth the bottom of Rivers, 
where the Ooze or Mad is thickeſt; and 1s moſt fit wo te ugled 
for, 1 height of Summer y for at other ſeaſons he 15 not apt to 
bite, and atall times he1s- very dainty. Wit: 

The Buits in which he:delighteth moſt, are paſtes that are ver 


-ſveet ; and the browner the better, eſpecially if it be mad2 wit 
the Blood of a Sheep. At the great Red Worm alſo he will bite, 


Of r%e Blea!:, ? 


Ruff, and 
Perch, 


-Of che Pike. 


and ſo much the ſooner, if you mix them with this paſte : The 
Maggot. and dryed Waſp he will ſe!dome refuſe, chiefly. being 
dipe gp Hobey. DE | 

The Bleak,Ruff, and Perch are:Fiſhes which bite neither high 
nor low, but for the.moſt part in the midſt of the water, there- 
fire your Line muſt-be very lightly plamb'd, and far from the 
hooks, The Bits which moſt intice them, beſides the :Red- 
worm,.1s the Houſe-Fly in the Summer, and fat of Bacon in the 
Winter : 'In. 4pri/ they will bite well at the Bob-worm or Mag- 
got, and ia all other ſeaſons they ſeldome refaſe avy Worm or 


Canker. © Yau Line would be-{mall, and well armed from the 


hook a hmdfal, with ſmyuller wier, for the teeth of the Perch will 
elſe gnaw itaſunder, 


The Pikeis 2 Fiſh of great (rength and weight, infomuch,that 
ou can hardly have a Line of hair to-bold him ; therefore your 
eſt Anglers aſe moſt commonly a Chalk li1e ; your Angle-r d 


'al:o muſt have no ſmall top, butbe all of one piece and bigneſſe, 
and the line made exceeding faſt from ſlipping. Your hook 


rould be of theſſtrongeſt wier, whiteon yellow, and. made don- 
ble, the pointy turnivg to contrary, wages, and then armed 
with Rtrong wier a foot-at leaſt; his: beſt Bait 18 a little (maH 
Roch, Daceor Menew, the hook being put an at the tail, and 
coming forth under thte gils, and-you muſt ſeldom or never let 
your baitbe ill in;yater, but,drzw.it yp;and. down, as though 
tae fich did move 1.1 the yater, and fled from the Pike; for fy 
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will make him more eager and haſty to bite * having bir, 
you mult be ſure to tire him well before you take him up. 

The yellow live Frog is alſo an excellent bait for the Pike, 
for you muſt underſtand, that they naturally delight not in any 
dead or unmoving tood. 

There be ſome which take a great deal of delight ard pleaſure gf $9icttine 
to Snickle or halter the Pike, which is gocd when Pikes are the Pike, 
broke out of Ponds or Rivers, and come into ſmall Ditchesor 
Rundles, as is oft to be (cen in low-Cvuntries. The way then 
to halter them, is firſt to find the Pike where he lieth (which in 
the heat of the'day you may eafily do) then take your Chalk- 

Line, and making a large running nooze thereof, put it gently 
into the water, about tiyo teet before the noſe of the Pike, then 
when you feel it touch the ground, -cauſe- one to. g0 behind the 
Pike, and wittiga pole to fir him, then as he ſhooteth, ,meet 
him with your nooze, and ſo with a ſudden and quick jerk throiy. 
him upon the Land, In this ſport you muſt be very ready, 
nimble, and quick-fighted, for it you give him the leaſt time,. 


he will eſcape you. ; 


Now laſtly, touching the angling forthe Salmon, albeith2 is g5;1,@ 541. 

a Fiſh which in truth is unfit for your travel, both becauſe he is: mon. 
too huge and cumberſome, as alſo in that he naturally delighteth 

to lie in the:dottoms of great deep Rivers, and as near as may be. 

in the midſt of the channel y yet foraſmuch. as-many men eſteem 

that beſt which is got with moſt difficulty, you ſhall underſtand. 
that the baits which he moſtdelight2thia, ,are thoſe which ſerve 

for the Treut,as paſte or Flies in the Eummer; and Red-worms, 
Bob-worms, or Cankers on the Water-docks after 17jchaelmar. 
And thus mach'for.the Art of Angling, and taking of each ſeve= 

ral ſort of fiſh. wich. live 'zh the fjeth or: brackiſh watgrs,.... _ 
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bs ' CHAP. XV. 
Of gakins-Pifh without Ang/es : And firſt of laying 
 . Hook. 
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YE hae lying of hooks to take fiſh in the Night, is moſt com- 
- & monly aſed for the Pike, in great broad Waters or Meets, 
full of Sedges, Bulruſhes,%nd other Weeds, being yery deep and - 
muddy : Some do uſt to lay them for the Eele alſo, but you ſhall. 
anderſtand, thatif you lay for the Pike, you muſt by no means 


let your hook go to the bottom, but with a float keep it half a 
F foot from the ground ; bat if you-lay-for Eels,then let your hooks 
be ſmaller, andfink as low as they wall, 


- Now for the manner of layirig them, you ſhall bait the hooks 
as you did ivhen you angled, with Menew,Roch,Dace,Gndgeon, 
or Milters thumb ;- and being made faſt to ſtrong pack-thread,fa- 
ſen alſo that pack-thread to a ftrong cord, which cord if it be 
three fadom in length, may hold fixteen or twenty hooks. Then 
fixing two ſtrong ſtakes intothe earth, faſten the two ends of the 


big cord to the two Rakes, :and fo fet it tie from Sun-ſet, untill 


Sun-tiſe, atid you ſhall 'never fail, but ſome of your hooks will 
have takeri. Only obſerve, if you lay for Pikes, to lay in the 
midf} of the water, near unto the ſedge and weeds : but if you 
lay for” Eels, lay very near the banks, ſothere be no hollow or 
rotten Trees growing theredn.  - ; 

Now if you would with theſe laid hooks take any other ſort of 
Fiſh,you' ſhall lay ſuch hooks as are fit for them : and before you 
depart away, caſt into the water good ſtore of pellets of thoſe 


paſtes which are proper for the Fiſhes-you would take , 'as the 


paſte which is made of Bran, Sheepsblood, Garlick, and Lees 


of Wine,will take all ſorts of ſmall fith ; that paſte which is made 
_ of Sheeps Liver,Guts, Hogs blood, Bread crums,and Opopanax, 


will bring Perch, Tench, Carp or Bream unto your hooks ; and 
that paſte which is only made of Rue, Pine-apple kernels, Bean 
meal and Honey will bring the Salmon, the Trout, Cheyin, or 
Batbels unto your hooks, at all times of the year. 


CHAP. 


UMI 


Book 1. Country Contentments. 77 


—_ 


CHAP. XVL 


Of preſerving Fiſh from all ſorts of Dewourers, 


; Ado all the Rayenous Creatures which deſtroy Fiſh , 
there is none more greedy than the Otrer, whoſe only food 
being thereon, hourly lyeth in wait to conſume them: There- 
fore though ſome Futher-men uſe to take them with a Wheel 
made with a double tunnel, and called by the name of the Otter- 
wheel, whoſe pratice 1s ſo ordinary, that every Fiſher-man 
knows the uſe of the ſame ; Yet fora more eafie and ready way 
to deſtroy him, you ſhall as near as you can find out his haunr, 
and the holes that are in the bank, and under the Roots of Trees 
where he lodgeth, and then take a great Eele, and litting her 
back above her navil, put in three or four lumps of Arſxick, and 
then Ritch up the $kin again, and ſo lay the Eele from the na- 
vil downward in the water, and from the navil upivard out of 
the water : Which when the Octer finds, it is his property to eat 
unto the navil, and no further ; which if he do, it is certain that 
it is the laſt he will eat. 

Next to the Otter,the Hern is a great devyourer of Fiſh, eſpe- 
cially the ſmall frye, or that which lives in ſhallow places : 
Therefore to deſtroy the Hern, you ſhall take a firong Barbell 
hook, and bait it either with a Menew, or a piece of Doggs fleſh, 
colour your Line green, and lay it in a ſhallow place made faſt to 
ſome ſake, where the Hern may wade to the knee to take it, 
and as ſoon as he hath ſwallowed it,he ſhall no more go from the 

lace. 

: Now for as much as the Fowl is a great deſtrution unto the 
young Spawn or Fry of Fiſh, it ſhall be good for the preſervation 
thereof, to ſtake down into the bottom of your Ponds good long 
Kids -or Faggots of. bruſh-wood, mixt with the boughs of green 
Willows, or Oziers, in which the Fiſh caſting their Spawn it 
ma be a defence for them, till they be able to flye into better 
ſafety. | 

Next to the Hera the cs" is 2 great deſtroyer of young 


2 
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Ah, eſpecially Trouts, Creviſles, or any that lye in holes in the 


banks : the beſt way todeſtroy them isby hunting them with 
water Dogs, which isa very good ſport, and I have ſeen twenty 
ki1l'd in an afternoon ; but ſome douſe to take them with hut- 
ches,or dead-fa!ls, ſet in their haunts.: but the former way is the 


better. 


Next them, the Sea-Pye, and Sea-Mew is a great devourer or 
conſumer of Fiſh, and there 15no better way to take him than 
ſetting Rods drelt with water L'me, and ſet ſhoring on the edge 
of the ivater, one gueſs or row over another, in ſuch places as the 
Water is moſt ſhallow , and npoa ſome tufts of green Weeds, 
lay a fiſh for a bait under the Rods, - at which he canno ſooner 
ſtrike, but he is preſently taken. 

Next.theſe,the Kings Fiſher (which is a ſmall green Bird) isa 
creat deſtroyer of Fiſh, and the way to take him is to mark. his 
haunt where he commonly fitteth, which is ever in ſome buſfi 
next th2 River : then ſet a little Cradle of timed ſtraws about his 


- ſeat, and was. will quickly take him, for he ſeldome changeth,. 


but ever fitteth upon one bough. 

Now to conclude, for the Cormorant, the More-hen, the Bald 
Coot, or the Oſpray, Which deſtroy all kind of Fiſh whatſoever, 
there is no way better to kill them, then by watching their 
haants, to ſhoot at them with a Fowling piece;zand in the breed- 
ing time of the year to deſtroy their neſts. 


CHAP. XVII, 
Of the Ordering of Ponds for the noariſhment of Fiſhe 


7 is nothing that killeth Fiſh, or maketh them to proſper 
, worſe, than putrified and linking waters : neither is there 
any thing which corrupteth Water ſooner then weeds, Sedge,and 
ſach falthineſs, being ſuffered to growtherein ; Therefore it ſhall 
be good once in three years for to cleanſe your Ponds of all man- 


' ner of Weeds and Filth, which-with a ſmall Boat and ſharp hook 


you may eaſily do at the fall of the leaf, for to cut them in the 


* Spring doth-increaſethem, Now if your Ponds be much ſubje& 


to mu1, as for the moſt part thoſe in clay Countries are, then it 
| | al 
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ſhall be good once in ſeven years to drain them, and lade them, 
and this ould be done at the beginning of the Spring ; and ſuch 
Fiſh as you are willing and mean to preſerve, you ſhall pur into 
ſmaller pits or ſtews, and the other diſpoſe” at your pleaſure : 
then caufing the mud to be trodden with mens feet as you tread 
Moxter, you ſhall ſee all the Eeles riſe aloft, which when you 


| have taken alſo, then with ſhovels and trough Spades caſt out all 


the mud and filth (which is a ſingular compoſt for Land) upon 
the bank ; then fod1e the bottom of the Pond and the fides with 
green fodds, and fix them hard into the Earth with ſmall Rakes 
of Sallow, and theſe fides will nouriſh the Fiſh exceedingly, 

This done, if your Pond have not any freſh Spring in 1t, then 
you ſhall lade the water back again into it, and then draining 
your ftews, take out your ſtore of Fiſh, and put them ag1in into 

uta third melters, 

Theſe pits and ſmall Stews, howſoever others write to the 
contrary,are better for feeding of Fiſh, then breeding : therefore 
= ſhall ever keep them with freſh water, and placing ſo one 

y another, that you may empty them at pleaſure, once 1n three 
months renew their banks and bottomes with freſh foddes of the 
fruitfulleſt graſs ; alſo, you ſhall put into them good Rore of ſmall 


Fry of Roch, Dace, Menew, Loch, and Miller-thumbs : forthe” 


bigger Fiſh will feed thereon: alſo the inward Garbage and blood 


of Sheep, Calves, Hoggs, and ſuch hike, which will tat fiſh ſud- . 


dainly ; for you muft know, that as the Fiſh in Rivers have by 
vertue of the current ever ſomething brought to them to feed on, 
ſo the Fiſh which is impriſoned in Ponds and wants that help, 
muſt either be relieved or elſe perith , and there is nothing bet= 
ter to feed them with, then that before ſpoken of,or elſe Brewers 


| Grains, chippings, curds, and any Corn whatſoever, thrown inta 


the Ponds Morning and Evening, 


Ll 2 CHAP, 


-u_ Pond, obſerving ever that there be tivo parts ſpaivners; and 
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CHAP. XVIII. 
Of the bef Water-Lime. 


| Þ ww beſt Water-Lime that can be made and which will moſt 
furely hold within the water, is to take a pound of the firon= 
oeſt Bird-lime, and waſh it in ninerunning Waters, until there 
be no hardneſs in it, and then beat out the water clean, and. dry 
it. Which done, put it into an Earthen pot, and adde thereto 
as much Capons Greaſe as will make it run, two ſpoonfuls of 
trong Vinegar, a very little Lamp Oyl, and Venice Turpen- 
tine, and boyl them all gently together upon a ſoft fire, ſtirring; 
it continually, Then take it from the fire, and let it cool, then 
at any time when you mean to uſe it, warm it, and then anoint 


either your Rods, Buſhes, S$traivs, or Lines, and no water will 
take away the ſtrength, 
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Of the Fighting Cock, 
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CHAP... XIX. 


Of the Choyee, Ordering, Breeding, and Dy:134g of the 
Fighting Cock for Battel. | 


Ince there is no pleaſure more Noble, Delightſome, or. 

void of couzenage and deceit then this pleaſure of 

Cocking is ; and fince many of the beſt Wiſdomes 

of our Nation have been pleaſed to participate with 

the delights therein, I think it not amiſs, as well for 

the inftru&ion of thoſe which are unexperienced, as 
fortifying of them which have ſome knowlede therein, to declare 
in a fey Lines the Ele&ion, Breeding,and Secrets of dyeting the 
Fighting Cock, which having been hitherto concealed and un- 
written of, is ( for our pleaſure ſake) as worthy of a generall 
Knowledee as any delight whatſoever, 


To ſpeak then firſt of the choyce of the Fighting Cock, you 
ſhall a, That the. beſt Chara&ers you can h—_ in mo Fans a7 . 
him is the Shape, Colour, Courage, and ſharp heel, che baccel. 
| For his ſhape, the middle and different fize is ever accounted 
beſt, becauſe they be ever moſt matchable, ftrong, nimble, and 
ready for your pleaſure in his battle : and ſo the exceeding httle 
Cock is as hard to match, and is commonly weak and tedious in 
his manner of Fighting. He would-be of a: proud and upright 
ape, 
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ſhape, with a ſmall head, like unto a Spar-hawk, a quick large 
Eye, and a trovg back, crookt and hbigg at the ſetting on, and 
in colour ſuitable to the plume of his feathers, as black, yellow 
or reddiſh; The beam of his lege would be very firong, an 


according to his Plume, Blew, Gray or Yellow , tus fpyrs long, 


rough, and ſharp, a little bending and looking inward. 


For his Colour, the oray pyle; the yellow pyle, or the red with 
the black breaft is eſteemed the beſt : the pide is not ſo good,and 


the white and dun are the worſt. If he be Red about the head, + 


like ſcarlet, it is a fign of luſt, ſtrength and conrage ; but if he be 
pale, it is a fign of fickneſs and faintneſs. 
For his Courage, you ſhall obſerve it in his walk by his tread- 
ding, and the pride of his going, and in his pen by his oft 
crowing. | | | - 
For the ſharpneſle of his heel, or as Cock-maſters call it, the 
narrow heel, it is only ſeen in his fighting, for that Cock is ſaid 
ro be ſharp heel'd or narrow heeld, which every time he riſeth 
hitceth, and draweth bloud of his adverſary, gilding (as they tom 


It) his ſpurs in bloud, and threatning at every blow an end that 
Bactail.. | - 


And theſe Cocks are ſurely of great eſtimation, for the beſt 
Cock- Maſters are of opinion, that a ſharp heel'd Cock, though 
he be a little falſe, is much better then the trueſt Cock which 
hath a dull heel, and hitteth ſeldome, for though the one fight 
long, yet he ſeldome wounds, and the other though he will nor 
endure the uttermoſt hewing, yet he makes a very ſyddain and 
_ diſpatch of his buſineſs, hs every blow puts his adverſary 
in danger. - 

But that Cock whichis both affuredly hard , and alfo very 
ſharp heeld, he is tobe eſteemed, and 1s of the moſt account 
aboveall other, and therefore in your general EleRion couſe him 
which is of a ſtrong ſhape, good colour, true valour, and of a moſt 
ſharp and ready heel. | _ > 

Now for the breeding of theſe Cacks for the battail,it is much 
differing from thoſe of the dung-hill, for they are like Birds of 
prey, in which the female is ever to be prefert:d and —— 

efore 
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before the Male, and fo in the breed in of theſe Birds, you muſt 
be ſure that your Hen be right, that is to ſay, ſhe muſt be of a 
right plume, as gray griſſel, ſpeckt-or yellowiſh, black or brown 
is not amiſs ; ſhe muſt be kindly unto her yourg, and of large 
body, well poked behind for large Eggs, and well tufted on the 
crown, which ſhews courage : if ſhe have Weapons ſhe is bet- 
ter, but for her valour it mult be excellent, for if there be any fort 
of cowardiſe in her, the Chickens cannot be true. 

And it is a Note anionglt the beſt breeders, That the perfe&t 
Hen from a Dunghill Cock, will bring a good Chicken, but the 
deſt Cock from a Dunghill Hen can never get a good bird , and 
I have known -in mine own experience, that the two famouſeſt 
Cocks that ever fought in theſe dayes, the one called Ns}/e, the 
other Griſſe/, begot on many ill Hens very bad Cocks, but the 
moſt famous Hen Jinks, never brought forth ill Bird, - how bad 


ſoever her Cock were. 
Having then unto perfe& Cocks got perfe& Hens, ( for-thac 


1s the beſt breeding) you ſhall know, that the beſt ſeaſon of the - 
year to breed in, is from the encreaſe of the Moon in February, . 
to the encreaſe of the Moon in 2Zarch : for one arch Bird is - 
ever better worth than three at any other ſeaſon, You ſhall place - 


her pen in which ſhe fitteth, to ſtand warm, and to make ber bed 


of ſoft and ſweet ſtraw,for they be much tenderer then the dung- 


hill hensare ; neither ſhall you ſuffer any other Fowl to come in 
her view where ſhe ſits, for it will move her to diſpleaſure, and 


make her to endanger her Eggs. 


You ſhall alſo obſerve in her fitting, whether ſhe be bukie to 


earn her Eggs,(which is a good fign in a Hen and if ſhe be ſlack, . 
you ſhall help her at ſuch -times asſhe riſeth from her neſt, and 
ever be ſure that when ſhe cometh from her neſt, to have meart - 
and water ready 'for her ; left being forced to ſeek her food, ſhe - 


ſuffer her Eggs to cool roo much. Alſo,you ſhall have Sand,Gra- 


vel, and fine fifted aſhes in the Room where the fitteth, in which - 


the may bath and trim her ſelf, at her pleaſure, | 


' Afﬀeerone and twenty dayes is the time of their hatching, and 


x when they are ney hatched, ſhe do negleR to cover and-keep 


the - 
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the firſt warm till the reſt be diſcloſed, you ſhall obſerve her 
and take thoſe thar are firſt opened, and, lapping them in warm 
Woo!l, lay them within the ayr of the fire till the reſt be hatchr, 
and then put them all under her, and keeping both the Hen and 
them exceeding warm, for they be ſo tender, that the leaſt cold 
will kill them, and ſuffer neither them nor the Hen to go abroad 
into the ayr till they be a moneth old ; and let them have ſtore 
of food, as Oat-meal, Cheeſe-parings , Chilter-wheat , and 
ſuch like, and a large Room to walk in, the floor being boord ; 
for 4 earth floor is too moyſt, and the plaiſter-floor too 
cold. 

After they are a moneth old, you ſhall let them walk in ſome 
graſs Court or green place,where they may have ſtore of Worms, 
but by all means be ſure there be no Rinking puddles of water in 
it: no finks,nor filthy Channels,for it is the greateſt poyſon that 

can be to birds of this nature, and breedeth thoſe Diſeaſes 
which ace moſt mortal : if every morning before they go forth, 
you perfume them and their Room with Roſemary, or Peny- 
royal burnt, it is a great prefervation againſt all thoſe infirm:- 
ties ; or to chop Leek blades among(t their meat is yery good 
alſo. -. | 
In this ſort you ſhall nouriſh them till you may diſtinguiſh 
the Cock-Chicken from the Hen, and then ſeeing their Comb 
or Wattels but appear, you ſhall cut them away, and ſo anoint 
- the ſore with ſweet Butter till it be whole. This will make them 
have fine ſmall, ſlender and ſmooth heads, whereas to ſuffer the 
Comb to grow to his bigneſs, and then cut it away, it will make 
him a gouty thick head, with great lumps : neither is the Flux of 
bloud wholſome, for the leaſt loſs of bloud in a feathered Fowl s 
exceeding mortal, and very dangerous. 


'You ſhall ſuffer your Cock-Chicken to go together with their 
Hens till they begin to fight, and peck one at another, but then 
you ſhall ſeparate them, and diſperſe them into ſeveral walks ; 
and that walk is the beſt for a Fighting Cock which is fartheſt | 
from reſort, as at Wind-Mills or Water=-Mills, Grange-houſes 
and ſuch like, where he may live with bis Hens w_ the 

oftence 
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offence or company of other cocks... Lodges in. Parks are alſo 
good, and ſo ate-Cony-Warrens, only they are a litle roo much 
haunted with vermine, and that is dangerous. . Let the feedirg 
place for your cocks be upon ſoft dry-grourd, or upon boards: to; 
ro feed upon paved earth, or on Plaifter floors, will make thei: 
beaks weak, blunt, and notapt ro hold faſt. Any white. corn is 
g00d-food for a'cock in his walk,and ſo are toſts or cruſts of bread 
ſteeped in drink, or mans nrine, for it fill both ſcour and ceole 


them inwardly. 


If your chickens begin to crow ( not being (ix months old.) 
clear and lowd, orat unſeaſonable times, do not eſteem them, 
for it is an apparant4igne of cowardiſe and falſhood:-for the true 
cock is very long before he get his-voyce, and when he bath it, 
he obſerves his hours with the beſt jadgment. Unto your fighting 
cock three hens are ſufficient, five are with the moſt, for they are 
ſo hot of nature, and will tread ſo.much, that they ſoon-conſume 


their natural ftrength. 


A cock would notbe put to the battel beforehe be two years 

-old, at which time he is perfe& and compleat in every member; 

for.to ſuffer him to fight when his ſputresare but warts, you may 
well know his courage, but never his goodnefle, 


' You muſt alſo have an eſpecia!l care to the -Perch_whereon 
your cock fitteth when heTtooſteth, forifitbe too ſmall in the 
oripe, or crooked, or ſoil placed that he cannot fit but he muſt 
fraddle with his legs, any of theſe faults wil make uneven heeld 
and whatſoever he was naturally, yet by this accident ne will ne- 
ver be a good ſiriker,for the makingof thePerch either maketh or 
marreth the Cock. Therefore to prevent this fault, the beſt 
Way is to have in your rooſt a row of little Perches, not above 
ſeven or eight inches in length, and-not a foot from the ground, 
ſo that your Cock-may with eaſe go upto: them, and being ſet, 
muſt of force have his legs ſtand neer together, It is a rule, that pe 
he which is a cloſe fitter, is ever a narrow firiker. 

Let the footRool of the Perch be round & ſmooth, and about 
the bigneſs of a mans arm, Yet for your better knowledg, becauſe 


words cannot ſo well expreſle theſe quantities, it ſhall not be a- 
M m  _miſſe 
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miſs for you-to goto ſome famous Cock-maſters houſe, and view 
4 the Perches which are within his feeding Pens, and: according 
to thoſe proportions frame your own ; for the. Perch is- the ma- 
king and ſpoyling of any Cock' whatſoever. | 
Again, you muſt be careful, that when your Cock doth leap 
from his Perch, that thz ground be ſoft whereon he lighteth, for 
if it be hard or rough, it-will make your Cock grow-gowty, and 
pat forth knots upon his feet. _ ; mb t.- 


The dyeting Now laſtly, for the dyeting and ordering-of a Cock for a bat- 
of Cocks for tel, which is a ſecret never yet divulged, but kept cloſe in the 
the barrel, breſts of fome-fery; and foraſinuch as in it only conſiſteth all the 
| ground and ſubſtance of the pleaſure,.. the belt Cock undieted, 
not being able to. encounter.with the worſt Cock that is dieted, 
| you thall underſtand, that the time to take up your Cocks, is at 
Obraking up the later end of- A»gaf?, (for from that time till the later end of 
Cocks, May, Cocking.is1n requeſt) and having viewed them well, and 
ſeen that they are ſound, hard feathered, and full lummed,. you 
ſhall putthem into ſeveri{pens,' the: models whereof' you may 
behold in every 'Cock-maſters, or:Inne-keepers houſe, having 
omg Perch in it3*to ſet at which-corner- of; the Pen you 
eaſe. 2 Uni 1330631321 TON « 
Sf the Ceci. This Pen ſhould be made of very cloſe boards well joyned to- 
fly 2ether all but the fore-front, which would be made open like a 
' erate, one bartwo inches diſtant from-another ; and: before the. 
grate, two large troughs'of ſofc wood, one for his meat, the other-- 
for his ivater. The door of the grate ſhonltd be made to lift up and 
down, of ſuch largeneſs, that you may with eaſe put your Cock in 
and out, and daily cleanſe the Pen to keep it ſweet. and whole- 
ſome. Hue 2 | k 
'This Pen woald be at leaſt three foot in height, and-two foot 
in ſquare every vay, and many of them may be joyned in one 
front, according to the bigneſs of the room, in which they are 


" built : and alſo one above another, only with over-ſhadowing | 
: boards, ſo that one Cock may not ſee another, _ | 
Of kis dicr, When your Cock, as aforeſaid, is put-np into his Penne, you 


ſhall for three or four dayes feed him only with old manchet, the 


cruſt pared ayay, and'cnt- into little ſquare bits, and you ſhall 
give- 
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give him to the.quantity of a good handfull at a time, and you 
ſhall feed him three times 1a a day, that is ro ſay, at Sun-riſe, at 
higheſt noon and at Sun-ſet ; You ſhall ever let him have before 


him the fineſt, coldeſt, and ſw2eteſt Spring-water that you can 


Wor: £2; | | 

| After he hath been thus fed four days, and his Corn, Worms, 
Gravel, and other courſe feeding gone from him, in the Morning 
take him out of the Pen, and another.Cock alſo, and putting a 


-Pair of Hots upon each of their heels, ( which hot areſoft bum- 


baſted rolls of Leather, covering their ſpurs, ſo that they cannot 
hurt or bruiſe one another,) and ſo ſetting them down on the 


green graſs, let them fight and buffet one another a good ſpace, 


as long as in their teaching they do not wound or draiy blood one 
upon another z and this is called the ſparring of Cocks ; it heat- 
eth and chafeth their bodies, and it breaketh the fat and glut 
which is within them, and maketh it apt to cleanſe and come 
away. | | | 

Ke your Cocks have ſparred ſufficiently, and that you ſee 
them pant, and grow weary, you ſhall take them up, and taking 
off their Hots, you muſt have deep ſtraw baskets made for the 
purpoſe, with ſweet ſoft firaw to the middle, and then put in your 


"Cock, cover him with ſweet ſtraw up tothe top, and then lay 
' on the lid cloſe, and there let your Cock ſtove and ſiveat till the 


Evening. _ | 
But yet before you put him into the ſtove, you ſhall take But- 
ter and Roſemary finely .20pt, and white Sugar-candy, all mixt 
together, and give hima lump thereof, as much as your thumb, 
and then let him ſiveat , for the nature of this ſcouring is to bring 
away his greaſe, and to breed breath and firength. You may in 
time of neceſſity, for want of theſe ſtraw baskets, ſto your Cock 
in a Cock-bag, by laying ftraw both under and above him, but 
It is not ſo good, becauſe the Air hath more power to paſs thorow 
It, : 
After four of the clock in the Evening, you may take your 


'Cock out of the ove, and licking his head and eyes all over with 


our tongne, put him into his Pen, and then taking a good hand- 
ful of bread, ſmall cut, put it into his trough, and then pi fling in- 


_ tothe trough alſo give ithim to eat, ſo as he may take his bread 
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ot of the-warm Urine, for this will make his ſcouring work,and 
cleanſe. both his head and body wondertully. . 


Now you ſhall underſtand, that the bread which you ſha{{ give 


him at this time, and at all other times during his dieting, ſhall | 
not be-manchet, but a ſpecial-bread made for the purpoſe, in. this 


manner;. You ſhall take of Wheat-meal half a peck, and of fine 
Oat-meal flower as much, and mixing them together,knead them 
intoa ſtiff paſte yith Ale, the white of a dozen Eggs, and half a 
pound of Butter, and having wrought: the dowe exceeding well, 
make it into broad-thin cakes,. and being three or four dayes old, 
and the bliſterings of the outhde cut away,cut it-into little ſquare 
bits, and give it the.Cock. 


There be ſome others that in-this-bread wilkmixe Licoras, An= 


naſeeds, and other .hot-Spices, and will alſo in the Cock-wates 
Reep llices cf Licoras ; but it is not commendable, for it is both 
unnatural and univholſome,and maketh a cock ſo hot at the heart 
that when he comes to the later end of a battle, he is ſuffocated 
and overcome with his own heat: therefore I-adviſe men of judg- 
ment, to. take that for the bc diet which is moſt naturaLand leaſt 
contrary unta the foivls ordinary feeding, 


But to return to my former diſcourſe, after you have fed your 
Cock thus for-all night, you ſhall the next day let him reſt, ard 
only give him his ordinary feedings of bread and water, then the 
next day (which-is the ſecond. day after his ſparring.) you ſhall 


tike him 41nto a fair. even green Cloſe, and there ſetting him ' 


down, having ſome Dung-hill Cock in your arms, you ſhall ſhew 
it him, anC ſo run from him, and entice him-to folloiv you, ard 
ſo chaſe him up and doivn halfan hour at leaſt, ſuffering himnow 
and then to have a ſtroke at the Dung-hill Cock. And when you 
ſee that he is well heated and panteth, you ſhall take him up and 
bear him- into-your- Cack-houſe, and there firſt give him this 
ſcouring : Take of Burter, which hath-no alt; half.a pound, ard 
beat it in a Mortar with the leaves of Herb of grace, Hyſſop, and 
Roſemary, till the herbs cannot be perceived, and that the Butter 
28-bought to.a green Salye, and of this give the Cock a roul 
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or two, as dig. as your thumb, and then fove him in a -basket, 
as is b:fore ſaid, till Evening, and then feed him as was formerly 


declared, 


The next day you ſhall let himreft and feed, and the next day 
after, youſball ſparre him again : and thus every other day for . 
the firſt fortnight, you ſhall either ſparre or chaſe yourCock,which 
are the moſt naturalleſt and kindlieſt heats that you can give himz 
and after every heat you ſhall give hima ſcouring : for this will 
break and cleanſe from him all greaſe, glut and filthineſs, which 
lying in his body, makes him purfie, faint, and not able to ſtand. 
out the later end of a battel, 


Having fed your Cock thus the firſt fortnight, the ſecond fort» - 
night you ſhall alſo feed him in the ſame manner, and with the 
ſame food ; but you ſhall-not ſparre him, or give him heats above 
twice in a week at the moſt, inſomuch, that thrice or four times 
in the fortnight wiil be ſufficient, and each time you ſhall ove 
and ſcour him according to the nature of his heats, that is to ſay,if 
you heat: him much,you ſhall ftove him long,and give him of your 
couring the greater quantityzif you find that he is in good breath, 


and needeth but ſlight hears, then you ſhall' Nove him the lefle 


while, and give him the leſle of the ſcouring. - 


Now to the third fortnight, which maketh up the ſix Weeks 
compleait (being atime ſafficient to prepare a Cock for the bat- 
tail ) you ſhall feed him-as aforeſaid, but you ſhall not ſparre him 
at all, for fear of making his head tender or ſore, neither give him 
any violent exerciſe, but only twice or thrice in the fortnight; 
moderarely let him run and chaſe up and-down, to maintain his 
wind, and nov and then caffe a Cock, which you ſhall hold to 


him in your hands ; which done, you ſhall give him his ſcouring : 


well. rounded #n the powder of Sagir-Candy,- white or brown, 
but brown isthe better, for the Cock then being come to perfe&t 
breath, and having no filth in his body for the ſcouring to work 
07, it will york and cauſe operation upon the vital parts, and 
make the Cock fick, .which the Sugar-candy wall preyent, and 
Rrengthen Nature 22ainſt the Medicine. - 
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The matchin 
of Cocks, 


ſhall ſee the utmoſt of his height, an 


-Of preparing 
Cocks to the 
folic, 


After the end of fix weeks feeding, finding your Cock in luſt 
and breath, you may fight him at your pleaſure, obſerving that he 
have at leaſt three dayes reſt before he fight, and well emptied 
of his meat'betore you bring him into the Pir, 

Now when you bring him into the Pit to fight, you muſt have 
an eſpecial care to the matching of him, for in that art conſiſteth 
the greateſt glory of the Cock-maſter, for what availeth it to feed 
never ſo well, if in the matching you give that advantage whick, 


. overthroweth your former labour > Therefore in your matching, 


there are two things to be conſidered , that is,the length of cocks 
and the ſtrength of cocks ; for if your Adverfary's Cock: be too 
long, yours ſhall hardly catch his head,and then he can neyer en- 


danger eye nor life ; and if hebe the ſtronger, he will overbear 


your Cock, and not ſuffer him to riſe, and ſtrike with any advan- 
tage : therefore for the knowledg of theſe tivo rules, though ex- 
-perience be the beſt Tutor, yet ihe firſt, which is length, you 
-ſhall judge by your eye, when you gripe the Cock about the 
waſte, and make him ſhoot out his legs, in which poſture you 

d fo compare them in your 
judgment, Now for his. ſtrength, which is known by the thick- 


neſs of his body, (for that Cock is ever held the ſtrongeſt, which 


is the largeſt in the garth) you ſhall know it by the meaſure of 
-your hands, -griping the Cock about from the points of your great 
finger, to the joynts of your thumbs, and either of theſe advan- 
tages by no means give to your adverſary; but if you doubt lofs 
in the one, yet be ſure to gain in the other : for the weak long 
Cock will riſe at more eaſe, and the ſhort firong Cock will give 
the ſarer blow ; ſo that becaufe all Cocks are. not caſt into a 


mould, there may be a reconciliation of the adyantages, yet by 


all means give as little as you can, 


When your Cock is equally matcht, you ſhall thus prepare 
him tothe fight, firſt, with a pair of fine Cock ſhears, you ſhall 
cut all his mainoff, cloſe unto his neck, even from his head, un- 


tothe ſetting on of his ſhoulders ; then you ſhall clip off all the 


feathers from his tail, cloſe unto his Rump, where the more 
ſcarlet that you ſee in his Rump, .in the batter eſtate of body the 
*Cockis, Then you ſhall take his wings, and ſpreading = 

 -forth 
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forth by the length of the firſt feather of his riſing wing clip the 
reſt ſlope wiſe with ſharp points, that in his rifing he may there- 
with endanger the eye of his adverſary : then with a fharp knife 
you ſhall ſcrape ſmooth and ſharpen his ſpurs. 


Laftly, you ſhall ſee that there be no feathers about the crown Th, ordering 
of his head for his foe to take hold on, and then with your ſpit- of Cocks after 
tle, moiſtning his head all over, turn him mto the Pit to move his barrail, and rhe 
fortune. When the battail is ended, the firſt thing you do, you Evring thera. 


ſhall ſearch his wounds, and as many as you can find, you ſhall 
with your mouth ſuck the blood out of them,then waſh them very 
well with warm urine, to keep them from ranckling, and then 
preſently give him a roul or'two of your beſt ſcouring, and ſo 
ſtove him up as hot as you can, both with ſweet ſtraw and blan- 
keting, in a cloſe basket forall thatnight ; then in the morning 
take him forth, and if his head be much ſwell'd,ycu ſhall ſuck his 
wounds again, and bath them with warm Urine, then having in 


afine bag the poiyder of the herb Robert, well —_ and finely 


ſeirſt, pounce all the ſore places therewith, and then give the 
Cock a good handul of bread to eat, out of warm urine, and fo 
put him into the ſtove again, in the ſame manner as before men- 
tioned, and by no means let him feel the air untill all the ſwelling 


be gone, but twice a day ſuck his wounds, drefle him and feed 


him, as is aforefaid. | 

But if he have received any hurt, or blemiſh in his eye, then 
you ſhall take a leaf or two of right ground Ivy, (not that which 
runneth along the ground, and is of the ignorant ſo called, but 
that which groves in little tufts in the bottome of hedges, and 
is alittle rough leaf,) and having chewed it very well in your 
mouth, and ſuckt out the juyce, ſpit it in the eye of the Cock, 
and 1t will not only cure it of any wound, or any blow in the eye, 
where the fight is not pierced, but alſo defend it from the breed- 
ing of Films, Hawes, Warts, or any ſuch other infirmities which 
quite deftroy the ſight : Obſerving that you do not” ceaſe to dreſs 
= eye therewith ſo long as you ſhall perceive any blemiſh 
therein, 

Now if your Cock have in his fight veyned himſelf, either by 
narrow ſtriking,or other croſs blojy, you ſhall find ont the wouy 

an 
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and preſently bind thereunto the fine ſoft down of 2 Hare, and it 


will both Raunch it and cure it. 
For any other caſual infirmity or ficknefſe which ſhall happen 
unto Cocks, look in the former .Book called Cheap and Good, 


and.you ſhall find them ſet down at large ; only I will give you 


"this one ſmall remembrance, That after you have put forth your 


wounded Cocks to their walks, and come to viſit them a moneth 


.or two after, if you find about their head any ſwollen bunches, 


hard and blackiſh at one end,you ſhall know that in ſuch bunches 


are unſound cores ; therefore preſently with your knife you ſhall - 


gpen the ſame, and cruſh out the cores with your thumbs, then 
with your mouth ſuck out all the corruption, and then fill the 
holes full-of freſh Butter, and it will cure them. And thus 
much for the nature of the Cock, and how.t9 keep him for kis 


beſt uſe, 
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